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CASE I, =——SUPPRESSION OF URINE.—DEATH. 


Enwenn Burke, aged 53, was admitted 


26. Had a very restless night: complains 
much of his head. Has made only two 
ounces of urine during the last sixteen hours, 
from which nitric acid throws down a very 
copious precipitate of albumen, Omit the 
Dover's powders, and let him have four grains 
of calomel directly, and a cathartic draught 
two hours after. 

27. Passed a better night, but raves a good 
| deal, there is much wildness in his look ; 

vomits a good deal; has passed about four 
| ounces of water in eighteen hours; pulse 80, 
compressible ; tongue covered with a brown 
fur; expectorates freely a brown frothy fluid, 





| 





into Sutherland ward on the 19th of June.) Rhicter to be dressed with equal parts of the 


under the care of Dr. Todd. He is a large 
plethoric man, and is very deaf, 

His present illness began a week ago, with 
hardness and swelling of the abdomen ; ana- 
sarca of the feet; diminished urinary secre- 
tion; much thirst; anorexia; headach and 
giddiness, accompanied by deafness, to which 
he had not previously been subject. On ad- 
mission his abdomen was tumid, but without 
fluctuation; the lambar and left hypochon- 
driac regions were painful on pressure—there 
did not appear to be any hepatic enlarge- 
ment; the bowels were very costive; he 
complained of giddiness in the head and 
frontal headach ; thirst and anorexia; tongue 
coated ; constantly drowsy, but could not 
sleep for two hours together; respiration 
heaving, and accompanied by large crepita- 
tions throughout the lung; heart's action 
normal; pulse 64; skin pale and moist; 
countenance flabby, and rather aedematous ; 
expectorated a good deal of a brownish frothy 
mucus; urine very scanty, of a smoke-brown 
colour, specific gravity 1010, strongly coa- 
gulable by heat and nitric acid, To have a 
drachm of compound jalap powder directly ; 
to be cupped to sixteen ounces over the 
loins, and to have an opening draught every 
morning, 

The capping on the loins was repeated on 
the 23rd, and he was ordered a warm bath, 
and five grains of Dover's powder three times 
a day. 

June 25. Pain of the head continues, bat 
that in the loins is much less; legs slightly 
eedematous ; urine scanty. A blister to be 
applied to the nape of the neck, 
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blue and savine ointment. To have ten 
| grains of tincture of cantharides in an ounce 
of camphor mixture every four hours. 

28. Everything is rejected by the stomach ; 
| raves a good deal; groans and moans very 
much ; no water has passed during the last 
| sixteen hours; at present he is sitting up in 
bed with a wild look, staring at every one, 
does not answer questions ; pupils contracted ; 
jactitations of the arms and subsultus tendi- 
|num; tongue brown and dry, covered with a 
thick, brown crust; pulse small and weak ; 
breathing stertorous. The bladder was exa- 
| mined by the catheter, and about three ounces 
lof water were drawn off. He died the fol- 
lowing morning. 

Dr. Todd said that this was a clear case 
of poisoning by urea, The urine had been 
gradually diminishing in quantity since the 
patient’s admission; and not only was it 
small in quantity, but essentiaily deficient in 
that material which ought to constitute its 
main animal characteristic, namely, urea, 
From this circumstance, as well as from the 
| urine containing albumen in abundance, and 
|its low specific gravity, he considered that 
| the kidneys were in a state of granular dege- 
neration. The kidneys, in this case, were 
most imperfect emunctories, for they elimi- 
nated neither the water nor the more impor- 
tant constituents of the urine, its animal or 
azotic principle. This being accumulated in 
the blood, occasioned the gradual superven- 
tion of the state of coma, in which the patient 
died, 

The after-death appearances were as fol- 
lows, Some fluid in the peritoneum ; intes- 
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tines pale, empty, and contracted; liver 
slightly atrophied at its left edge; kidneys 
rather larger than natural; pale externally, 
with a stellated arrangement of the vessels on 
the surface. A granular deposit occupied 
the whole of the cortical substance, and en- 
croached somewhat upon the tubular. The 
kidneys were very vascular, The brain was 
pale, but of a natural consistence. There 
was a considerable quantity of fluid beneath 
the arachnoid membrane and in the ventri- 
cles, There was a large quantity of black de- 
posit on the surface of both lungs, with immense 
congestion of their substance, so great, indeed, 
that portions of them sunk ia water. A large 

vantity of a dark, dirty, coflee-coloured 
fluid flowed from the bronchi; heart large 
and flabby ; the bladder contained about four 
ounces of urine. 

In this case not only was urea absent from 
the urine, but was proved to exist in consi- 
derable quantity in the serum of the blood, 
and in that from the vesication caused by the 
blister on the 25th; it was also found in the 
sputa and in the bile. 





CASE If.—— GRANULAR DISEASE. SYMPTOMS 
RELIEVED UNDER THE USE OF ELATERIUM. 


Edward Jennings, aged 50, a bookbinder, 
was admitted into Sutherland ward July 23, 
18410, also under Dr. Todd. He had gene- 
rally enjoyed good health, with the exception 
of what he calls slight rheumatic attacks ; 
has lived freely. His present illness came 
on a month before his admission, with cough, 
slight dyspncea, scanty expectoration ; decu- 
bitus on the right side. Shortly afterwards 
his abdomen began to enlarge, and his extre- 
mities became anasarcous. 

On admission his condition was as follows. 
Countenance pale, and slightly oedematous ; 
considerable anasarca of the legs, feet, thighs, 
and scrotum ; ascites so as to disteod the ab- 
domen, but without enlargement of the super- 
ficial veins; and some dropsy of the right 
side of the thorax, as was proved by dulness 
on percussion in the infra-scapular region ; 
deficient respiratory murmur and ocgophony ; 
the voice and breathing being natural else- 
where, excepting that the latter was accom- 

nied with a slight muco-crepitant rale. 

Jyspnoea is brought on by any exertion. 
Heart's action natural; pulse 100, hard ; 
tongue clean; appetite good; bowels consti- 
pated; skin dry, and scurfy. He makes 
about a quart of urine in the twenty-four 
hours ; it is pale, and strongly acid. Abun- 
dant flocculent coagula are thrown down by 
heat. The urine is also strongly coagulable 
by nitric acid ; and the precipitate thus pro- 


duced has a pinkish hue, owing to the action | 


of the nitric acid on the lithatic salts : specific 
gravity 1010. Ordered to be bled to sixteen 
ounces, and to have a quarter of a grain of 
elaterium three times a-day. 

24. Slept badly ; complains of nausea; 





bowels purged and griped; tongue clean, 
The blood presented a very abundant serum, 
with a small, not very firm, clot; neither 
cupped nor buffed. To continue his medi- 
cine. 

25. Had seven very watery evacuations in 
the night; pulse 90, much softer, To have a 
tepid bath. 

26. Urine contains less albumen ; abdomen 
somewhat reduced in size; skin very dry. 
Continue the elaterium: to take, also, five 
grains of Dover's powder three times a-day. 

30. Urine less albuminous; pulse 80. 

August 8. The abdomen is reduced two 
inches in circumference; urine acid and al- 
buminous, but less so than it was; one pint 
and three-quarters in quantity. 


22. Abdomen very much reduced in size ; 
swelling of the legs and scrotum quite gone ; 
bowels purged four times a-day; urine 
copious, pale. There is a slight precipitate 
on the application of heat, or the addition of 
nitric acid. Omit the elaterium. To havea 
draught containing magnesia and sulphate of 
magnesia twice a-<lay. To be placed on 
middle diet, and to have a warm-bath occa- 
sionally. 

27. The dropsical symptoms have nearly 
disappeared, and he continues to improve 
rapidly. 

On the 15th of September this man left the 
hospital ; his general health was very much 
ameliorated, his dropsy altogether removed, 
his appetite good, and his strength restored ; 
urine natural in quantity, specific gravity 
1015, and rendered only very slightly cloudy 
by heat or nitric acid; skin soft, and per- 
spiring slightly, 

Dr. Todd attributed the favourable issue 
in this case to the bleeding and elaterium, 
The kidneys were in a state of great vascular 
congestion; a condition most unfavourable to 
their free secreting action. The remedies 
above mentioned relieved this, as well by 
their direct action upon the vascular system 
of the kidneys, as by diminishing the mass of 
circulating blood ; and the elaterium, by ex- 
citing the action of the intestinal tube, and 
causing watery evacuations, removed the 
dropsical fluid which the defective secerning 
power of the kidney had allowed to accu- 
mulate. 

Much caution was necessary in the admi- 
nistration of elaterium, as it was apt to 
irritate the muacous membrane, and even 
cause ulceration. On this account, he always 
made ita rule to administer it in small and 
| gradually increasing doses. As much, proba- 
| bly, was done in this case, as the interference 
of art could effect. Doubtless the granular 
condition of the kidneys was not removed, 
but that over-congested state of them, which 
prevented the action of their sound parts, was 
relieved, and thus the secretion was restored, 








as nearly as possible, to its natural state, 
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CASE TII.—GRANULAR KIDNEY, DEATH FROM 
PERITONITIS AND PLEURITIS8, 


Frederick Hughes, aged 23, a porter, who 
had always been delicate and very subject to 


pains in his jimbs, was admitted into the same | 
ward, and under the same physician as the | 


last case, on Oct. 12, 1840, 
always been temperate. 

About three weeks before his admission, 
he was seized, after exposure to cold, with 
pains in his legs, and shivering. In the 
course of four or five days, swelling of the 
legs and ankles came on: the swelling gra- 
dually crept up so as to effect the thighs and 
scrotum. These symptoms were accompanied 
by some pains in the loins, with diminution of 
the quantity of urine. 

His countenance is pale and waxy, with 
some swelling of the eyelids, There is ana- 
sarca of both legs and of the scrotum, and 
slight effusion into the peritoneum. His 
chief complaint is the pain in the loins, which 
is much increased by pressure. Chest natu- 
ral, and respiratory phenomena healthy ; 
heart’s action normal; pulse 72; tongue 
clean; appetite good ; bowels generally re- 
gular. He now passes a pint and a half of 
urine in the day, which is a decided increase 
on the quantity passed at the commencement 
of his illness. Urine of a smoke-brown 
colour, acid ; specific gravity 1015 : an abun- 
dant precipitate of albumen thrown down by 
heat and nitric acid; perspires alittle. To 
be cupped in the lumber region to twelve 
ounces. To have the eighth of a grain of the 
potassio-tartrate of antimony every six hours. 
To be placed on middle diet. 

Oct. 17. The abdominal swelling is less ; 
scrotum and legs rather less swollen; urine 
decidedly increased in quantity, he bas passed 
two quarts since yesterday, it is of a smoke- 
brown colour, and strongly coagulable ; pain 
in the back gone. To have the sixth of a 
grain of elaterium every morning, and the 
fourth of a grain of the potassio-tarirate of | 
antimony three times a-day. 


He says he has 


19. The anasarca of the scrotum and penis 
has increased ; the swelling of the abdomen 
and legs is stationary; the elaterium does | 
not affect the bowels ; tongue slightly furred ; 
thirst; no lumbar pain ; appetite good ; urine | 
unaltered in its properties. Continue the 
antimony. To have half a grain of elaterium | 
every night. 

20. Purged four times; urine paler. 

21. Not purged to-day ; urine the same as 
yesterday. To have a grain of elaterium 
every morning. 

21. Urine paler; albumen less abundant; | 
is freely purged ; swelling of the scrotum is 
slightly diminished ; slept well, and perspired 
freely in the night; pulse 90, strong. 

27. He expresses himself much better, and 
the swelling of the scrotum and penis is re- 
duced, Omit the elaterium and the tartar) 


emetic. To have an ounce of the decoction 
of colchinella three times a-day. 

Nov. 3. Urine less smoky in colour, three 
to four pints passed daily; precipitate from 

| addition of nitric acid rather less ; he is quite 
free from pain. 

No material alteration occurred in this 
patient until the 16th, when he was seized, at 
| midnight, with a violent shivering, accompa- 

nied by vomiting of a yellowish fluid, and 
attended with severe pain in the left side, 
opposite the seventh and eighth ribs ; respi- 
ration hurried. 

17. Between eight and nine o'clock this 
morning the shivering came on again, and 
lasted for halfan hour. During the night he 
passed some loose motions, containing some 
dark feculent matter, and some matter like 
curd; urine passed only with the stools; ab- 
domen not painful on pressure; pressure on 
the belly, however, increases the dyspnora; 
pulse 120, throbbing and compressible. The 
diarrhea continued very violently through- 
out the day and night, although twenty 
leeches and fomentations were applied to the 
abdomen, and two starch enemas with opium 
were given, 

18. The diarrheea has ceased, but the ab- 
domen is very painful and tender on pressure, 
and is, especially over the pelvic region, 
swollen and fluctuating; respiration hurried ; 
the abdominal pain increased on inspiration ; 
great anxiety of countenance ; vomiting; 
pulse 130, throbbing, and very compressible ; 
urine scanty; tongue furred; thirst. One 


| grain of opium every four hours. 


19. Has had three motions since last re- 


| port; passes water frequently, but in very 


small quantity; urine bloody; violent hic- 
cup. Twenty leeches to the belly: to havea 
hot bath. Abdominal pain continues, The 
patient continued to sink without any mate- 
rial change in his symptoms, and died on the 
2Ist. 

22. After-death Appearances.—On opening 
the cavity of the abdomen, the peritoneum 
was found to be unusually covered by re 
cently-effused lymph: it was very aburdant 
on the small intestines and on the liver, espe- 
cially between it and the diaphragm. Much 
puriform fluid had accumulated in the pelvis; 
the mucous membrane of the intestines was 
throughout very vascular; the surface o 
the pleura was also coated with recent lymph, 
but it was less abundant than on the perito- 
neum ; some fluid was effused into the pleural 
cavities. The heart was large, its valves per- 
fect, with the exception of a slight thickening 
of the edges of the mitral valve, 

The kidneys were almost one-fourth above 
their natural size ; they were very much in- 


| jected, and their surfaces beautifully mottled ; 


the cortical portions were in a state of granu- 

lar degeneration, which encroached consider- 

ably on the tubular portions ; the whole renal 

structure was intensely vascular; traces of 

urea were found in the blood taken from the 
3N2 
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heart, and in the fluid that had been effused 
into the pleura; brain and its membranes 





'y- 

Dr. Todd had no doubt that the case 
afforded another instance of poisoning by 
urea contained in the blood ; and showed a | 
well-marked example of violent inflammation 
of the two principal serous membranes of the 
body ensuing, and probably consequent upon 
the non-elimination of the urea. 


| 
| 





ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE 


PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT 
OF AMAUROSIS. 


By Epwarp Hockes, M.D., M.R.C.S.L., Xe. 
(Continued from page 779.) 


Part X. 


Passive Hyperamial Amaurosis from Venous 
Congestion: First, Accidental; Second, 
Result of inflammations, Injuries, §e. Sc. 


Passive hyperamial amaurosis, from venous 
congestion, bears the same relation to that 
form of amaurosis occurring in relative ple- 
thora, as amaurosis from accidental] determi- 
nation of blood to the head has been shown 
to bear to the derangement of vision from 
active plethora ; it is produced, in fact, from 
accidental circumstances, without any neces- 
sary reference to a constitutional cause. 

As regards the appropriate application of | 
the term “ venous” to these passive conges- | 
tions, | would remark that such appears jus- 
tifiable from the colour of the congested parts 
themselves: hence we find the conjunctive 
and complexion generally dusky, bloated, or 
even livid, the vessels of the former evidently | 
conveying dark blood. By such considera- 
tions we may infer that the venous capillaries | 
and small veins are the parts chiefly de-| 
ranged, since, in these cases, the disorder of | 
the vascular system is only local, and cannot | 
be referred to a general imperfection in the | 
purification of the circulating fluid, as in 
passive congestions from relative plethora; 
bat it is true, that as the current of blood 
moves in the affected vessels with a dimi- | 
nished velocity, it may undergo the change 
to venous before’ it has reached venous 





canals, | 


The causes of these Mtacks are the same as 
those previously mentioned in connection 
with local determinations, but modified by 
circumstances ; they either occur in indivi- 
duals possessed of feeble vital powers, or 
where the tone of the vessels of the head have 
been injured by protracted and severe disten- 
tion from previous hyperawmias, chronic dis- 
ease, or severe injury. The local symptoms 
are similar in every respect to those which, 
in my last paper, I detailed as peculiar to 
passive congestions, After considering the 





DR. HOCKEN ON THE PATHOLOGY AND 


next subdivision, I will speak of the treat: 
ment which should be adopted. 

B. The Consequence of previous Inflamma- 
tions and Injuries.—Mr. Travers long ago re- 
marked, that a loss of balance in the sangui- 
ferous system, occasioning an undue determi- 
nation of blood to the head, often exists, 
distinct from general plethora, and is aggra- 
vated by loss of blood.* Cases of undue 
determination of blood to the organ are espe- 
cially common after deep-seated chronic 
inflammation, or distress from over-excite- 
ment, by which vessels have lost their tone, 
an effect decidedly increased by deple- 
tion. ¢ 

Mr. Travers details an example of that 
form of amaurosis now under consideration. 
A gentleman, wtat. 25, of short stature, and 
constitutionally healthy, came from the coun- 
try one morning in extreme anxiety, earnestly 
requesting Mr. Travers to apply a ligature 
to his carotid artery. His pupils were large, 
and his countenance suffused, and bore the 
appearance of preternatural determination of 
blood to the head. He had been the subject 
of two attacks of inflammation, one in April, 
the other in October of the same year, during 
which he had lost upwards of one hundred 
ounces of blood. He had now a constant 
heavy pain in the head, chiefly over the coro- 
nal suture, and in the direction of the sinuses, 
with tinnitus of the left ear. After stooping 
the giddiness was extreme, and a golden- 
coloured spot, edged with black, appeared 
floating before the eye. He had been trou- 
bled with muscaw in excess for a year anda 
half past; he had now fire-sparks dashing 
before the sight, and saw a pulse in the 
choroid synchronous with that of the wrist. 
He was not troubled by musce when he 
regarded near objects, but they became 
numerous in proportion as the object was re- 
mote. Dimness of vision was not much com- 
plained of. He recovered gradually but per- 
fectly under a regulated diet, and a course of 
the blue pill with saline aperients. 

This case of Mr. Travers well exemplifies 
the type of hyperamia from distention of 
vessels, especially where the constitutional 
powers have been severely depressed by 
treatment and regimen. In many of these 
cases the mischief is increased by injudicious 
treatment, until exhaustion from loss of 
blood, with one or more of its consequences, 
| is induced ; either reaction, or sinking, &c., 
or a more confirmed condition of anwmia 
with deranged circulation through the cere- 
bral vessels. Dr. Abercrombie has fre- 
quently seen this in individuals who have 
been actively treated for threatened apo- 
plexy, the attack itself being warded off, and 
the patient continuing without any uneasy 
feeling as long as he remains quietly at home. 
On beginning to go abroad he becomes liable 








* Second edition, p. 161, 
| t First edition, p. 158, 
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to symptoms somewhat resembling his pre-| wearing the hair short, cold sponging, &c.; 
vious feelings, but which are now really de-| and all causes capable of increasing the local 
pendent on a condition of local circulation derangement of circulation must be carefully 
the very reverse to that state. He is cured | avoided, viz., faults in the quantity and qua- 
by cautious improvement of diet, &c.* | lity of the diet, mental exertion and inquie- 
Severe injuries to the head are also liable | tude, indulgence in, and alow position during 
to be followed by a passive hyperamia of | sleep, &c. With the same views, early rising, 
this nature, quite independent of the exist-| exercise to the avoidance of fatigue, country 
ence of actual disease going on within the | air, mild aperients, and tonics, may be di- 
cranium ; and in this way patients may suffer | rected. 
from imperfection of vision, vertigo, and| With especial regard to the treatment of 
headach, especially on excitement, long after | the amaurosis, the systematic use of counter- 
the other symptoms of the injury have passed | irritation and mercury I believe to be the 
away ; these symptoms themselves yielding | best. A series of blister applied healed, and 
to treatment ata longer or a shorter period then reapplied to the back of the neck and 
subsequently, or remaining permanent. | behind the ears, is decidedly the best form of 
Treatment.—The treatment of all these | counter-irritation in these cases; their local 
forms of passive hyperemia should be con- action is most beneficial, whilst they do not 
ducted on the same principles, viz., to | exhaust by continued discharge. The action 
equalise the circulation, and restore the con-| of the mercury should be very gentle, and 
tractile power to the affected vessels, direct- | continued for a sufficient length of time ; for, 
ing especial treatment to the visual apparatus, | besides improving the general health, I be- 
if the relief of the exciting and proximate lieve that it possesses the power of producing 
causes of amaurosis have not restored vision | contraction in the dilated capillaries, quite 
by their own removal. Where there is sufli- | independent of any influence on the general 
cient reactive power in the constitution, and | circulation. During the trial of the import- 
the local symptoms are severe, or where the | ant measures I have mentioned, the local ap- 
powers of the system have been invigorated plication of astringent collyria to the con- 
by appropriate treatment, the moderate local junctiva is beneficial, by relieving the epi- 
abstraction of blood by cupping or leeches | phora and local irritation, which taken alone 
will always be found advantageous ; but, un | is adequate to derange vision, without any 
the contrary, where these qualifications are | connection with a similar pathological con- 
absent, loss of blood will be always injurious, | dition of the visual nervous system. 
In equalising the circulation much good may| Amaurosis from Mechanical Hyperamia,— 
frequently be obtained by cold sponging, fol-| The return of venous blood from the head 
lowed by brisk friction, either by coarse may be prevented from taking place normally 
towels or the flesh-brush, placing the feet in| by various mechanical causes, which may 
hot and stimulating pediluvia, and keeping | thus originate all the injurious effects of 
them well clad, subsequently, in warm gar-| venous hyperemia from other causes. I have 
ments. The head should be kept cool by! seen protrusion, preternatural vascularity, 
! and dimness of vision in the globes, produced 
| by the immense size and pressure of the thy- 
* It is alaw in pathology, and a curious | roid gland, beside the headach, and other 
fact, that in every organ the diminution of! symptoms of cerebral derangement. Again, 
the quantity of blood, as well as the excess,) the simple effects of dress may prove quite 
of what it should normally contain, produces sufficient ; and many cases are clearly trace- 
disturbances of function ; in both cases these | able to the injurious influence of tight neck- 
derangements being precisely similar. Al-| cloths, &c , which even if they do not solely 
thongh the cause be different in these two occaston the mischief, have greatly increased 
instances, still they produce the same results,| the effects from some other causes: thus 
from the fact that the impairment of function | Zitzelius has mentioned the case of a boy 
depends not on the nature of the cause but its| who had drawn his neckcloth remarkably 
operation ; thus in both these instances the | tight, and was whipping bis top, stooping and 
healthy condition of the organ is interfered | rising alternately, when, after a short time, 
with, either by repletion or comparative | he fell down apoplectic. Besides the causes 
emptiness of its vessels, the functions being | I have mentioned, any tamour so situated as 
interrupted, or failing, from the alteration of | to originate a compressing power sufficiently 
the organ’s normal condition, and not fromany great onthe jugulars, might produce the same 
specific character in the hyperemia or anw- | effects, and diseases of the lungs, heart, and 
wia. In such cases a diagnosis is made from | great vessels are fruitful sources. 
other symptoms beside the local derange-| B, Affections of the Heart and Great Ves- 
ments in function: the blanched appearance | sels.—This form of mechanical hyperemia 
of the surface of the body, the lips, &c., or, occurs either in the advanced stages of car- 
if visible, the anzwmic condition of the part | diac disease where the circulation generally 
concerned, the characters of the pulse, and is retarded, or in those cases where the right 
the tendency to syncope on assuming the | auricle, ventricle, or pulmonary artery are 
erect posture, &c. | chiefly affected; here the jugular veins are 
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preternaturally distended, or possess pulsa- 
tion synchronous with the arteries. 

Lafin, a cook, wt. 58, athletic, has enjoyed 
good health till lately. Six weeks from bis ad- 
mission he became affected with headach and 
complete amaurosis of the right eye, and in- 
complete of the left; pupils are contracted 
and immoveable; complains of pain in the 
back and shoulders, by which he is obliged 
to remain seated in bed; pulse and appetite 
natural; neither cough nor expectoration. 
Six weeks later he began to cough and ex- 
pectorate considerable quantities of blood ; 
the cough returns in paroxysms, and almost 
always brings a considerable quantity of 
scarlet and almost pure blood ; respiration 
is feeble over the whole of the right side, 
particularly high up; heart presents signs 
of dilatation of the right side; pulse full, fre- 
quent, and smart. 

He died on the seventeenth day of the ha- 
moptysis. On post-mortem examination the 

was found dilated in all its cavities, but 
the orifices not contracted. The upper lobe of 
the left lung was occupied by an aneurismal 
sac the size of a cocoa-nut, formed by the 
transverse portion of the arch of the aorta, 
two inches above its escape from the pericar- 
dium. The left optic nerve was slightly 
atrophied after the decussation.* 


Remarks,—In the foregoing case I believe 
that the amaurosis was dependent on the 
mechanical retardation of the circulation of 
the head, and that the atrophy of the left 
optic nerve was itself secondary to the loss 
of vision. Is not the atrophy of the visual 
nervous apparatus alwaysa result and not a 
cause of loss of fuaction? I must confess 
that I believe it myself to be so; regarding 
it as a symptom of the loss of function having 
been severe and continued, however this loss 
of function may have been produced, and 
never as an affection of primary origin. In 
the present case the atrophy existed on the 
same side as the incomplete amaurosis, and 
the side last affected. That this was a case 
of amaurosis from mechanical hyperemia, 
appears to me sufficiently proved from its 
history and symptoms: it commenced* with 
headach and derangement of both eyes, but 
complete in the right, although it is stated 
that the pupils were contracted and immove- 
able. The case, therefore, well illustrates 
the class into which I have subdivided me- 
chanical hyperemias. 


Amaurosis from Hyperamia dependent on 
Sympathy with distant Organs.—Derange- 
ments in the functions of the prime vie, liver, 
uterus, &c., produce amaurosis in different 
ways; either by direct sympathy, without 
any obvious pathological mode of action, 
when the sympathetic malady bears imme- 
diate and obvious relation to the primary af 





* Vide Hope’s Treatise on the Heart, &c., 


fection ; either increased by its increase, or 
relieved by its decrease, but always com- 
mencing and increasing after it, and bearing 
some certain relation in its symptoms to the 
seat, Xc., of its originating cause ; or, on the 
contrary, cerebral hyperemia is produced, 
which may vary in us intensity and charac- 
ters, dependent partly on the nature and se- 
verity of the primary impairment of func- 
tion, and partly on the irritability and consti- 
tutional peculiarities of the affected indivi- 
dual; thus it may deserve the name of active 
determination, and even threaten apoplexy, 
or be passive in its characters, and come 
under the head of what I have termed venous 
congestion,—facts which I have previously 
mentioned in connection with active and 
passive hyperemias. These attacks of con- 
gestion and amaurosis may be either sudden, 
complete, and fatal,—may rapidly disappear 
by active treatment, or may be slowly 
formed, very obstinate, or even proceed to 
the production of incurable results,* 

It is of considerable importance to diagnose 
these affections in directing the most eflicient 
treatment, especially as the primary cause of 
the sympathetic derangement is sometimes 
rather latent in its character, but may gene- 
rally be detected by careful inquiry. As I 
have mentioned the peculiarity of symptoms 
of the different sympathetic derangemeats, of 
the means of diagnosis, Xc.,in my first paper 
on this subject, | must now content myself 
with a reference to those opinions. 

Mr. Tyrrellt narrates the case of a gentle- 
man who became the subject of amaurosis, 
with determination of blood to the head, 
from unasual indulgence ia the pleasures of 
the table for several days in succession; he 
was speedily relieved by the abstraction of 
blood, purging, and spare diet. The same 
gentleman, at page 250, mentions the case of 
a lad, wtat. 13, who had been suffering for 
many days with headach, giddiness, flushed 
countenance, intolerance of light, and imper- 
fect and obscured vision ; tongue loaded, red 
at the edges. On examiation, aa irregular 
indurated swelling was found in the right 
iliac region, A full dose of scammony and 
calomel produced a very copious discharge 
of hard scybelw, with immediate relief; all 
the urgent symptoms subsided, and after a 
second dose he became completely convales- 
cent, With Mr, Tyrrell, I believe the tongue 
to be a very valuable guide in the diagnosis 
of derangements in the abdominal viscera, 
and feel convinced that its condition should 
never be overlooked among the symptoms, 
nor neglected in the treatment. 

Treatment.—These cases require treatment 
of the sympathetic, and treatment of the pri- 
mary disorder, Asregards the first, 1 have 











* Vide author on the Diagnosis, Patho- 
logy, and Treatment of Amaurosis, pp. 7 and 
8, &c. 

+ On the Eye, vol, ii., p. 277. 





p. 608, 3rd edition, 
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already fully entered into the subject under | and not from any primary amaurotic derange- 
the heads of active and passive hyperemias, ment; hence vision has improved under 
whilst the second will greatly depend on the | exercise by the restoration of structure and 
seat and nature of the affection, On these 1 nervous tone, which had previously failed 
shall not here enter, but only lay considerable /rom a defect in this particular. 
stress on the necessity that exists of carefully My note-book furnishes me with some 
weighing the diagnostic symptoms, of inves- | brief remarks on two or three cases of oph- 
tigating the seat and peculiarities in order thalmic surgery of ratherrare occurrence, with 
to determine and direct the adaptation of reme- | which I will conclude this paper. The first 
-dial measures to meet and relieve existing is a case of congenital anchyloblepharon. 
circumstances ; for the relief and removal of In the summer of 1840, an infant, of about 
the primary impairment of fanction, whatever | three months old, was brought to the West of 
be its cause, is a chief consideration in the England Eye Infirmary. On examination, 
relief and removal of those symptoms which | a small filamentary portion of integument was 
are sympathetic or secondary. discovered, causing unnatural adhesion of the 
In the observation of numerous cases of left eyelids. It occupied the site of the 
amaurosis, some will be found where a conti- junction of the outer with the middle third, 
nued and careful comparison of its origin, | extending from the under to the upper edge 
progress, and causes, are necessary to form | of the palpebra in an oblique manner. The 
a correct diagnosis ; in some the characters! filament was about the size of a common 
are not defined, and cases run into one ano- | sewing thread, round, and consisted of integu- 
ther, proving that no artificial boundaries | ment only. In allother respects the lids and 
exist in nature, but that the transition from | eyes were healthy, and no other malforma- 
one well-defined condition to another is gra-/| tion existed anywhere. A probe was passed 
dual and uninterrupted, Again, the symp-| beneath it, and it was divided by a sharp 
toms which would characterise disease going | pair of scissors. 
on in the optic nerves themselves, are quite My second is a case of inflammation, con- 
unknown; and although Beerand others have fined to the puncta lachrymalis of the lower 
endeavoured to point out what they consi- . 
dered peculiar to such conditions, they lack, | id. 
in my opinion, the stamp of truth, being rather| A middle-aged man, of healthy appearance, 
the observations of fancy, than the facts of applied in consequence of severe irritation 
actual observation of the progress and results 
of nature. Taking these facts into considera. | 
tion, it will not appear improbable that cases | thus, which occasioned lachrymation, and 
do now and thea present themselves, which | prevented the free use of theeye. By draw- 
the most accurate observation, the most com- | ing down the lower lid, the puncta was found 
plete knowledge of their history, the careful | projecting, and of a bright scarlet colour, 
comparison of the effects of remedies on their 
progress, and the conditions of the general 
health, fail to unravel, and clearly manifest 
their pathology. I bear in mind the case of | affection readily yielded to an active purga- 
a man who became gradually amaurotic in| tive, and the local application of a dilute 
both eyes ; he was plethoric, and the abdo-! olution of the acetate of lead. 
minal viscera were of large size. In him the} 
amaurosis was the only ‘symptom, He had| The last case, to which I will now allude, 


and “ constant pricking” in the inner can- 


whilst its aperture seemed enlarged ; all the 
other textures of the eye being healthy. The 


no appreciable derangement in any organ ; 
his appetite, digestion, and bowels, were 
healthy ; his complexion, though dorid, was 


not excessively so; the eyes free from abnor- | 


mal congestion, aod he had no headach or 
vertigo ; his pupils were dilated and slug- 


is one of ulceration confined to the caruncula 
lachrymalis. This occurred in a very dear 
friend of my own, who was convalescent from 
an attack of an apoplectic character. It 
commenced with slight inflammation and 








gish, but he complained simply of obscurity jaltered secretion in the caruncula, which 
of vision; his sight improved by purgation | went on to ulceration, attended by a gummy 
and the gentle employment of mercury. secretion. Treatment failed to stop its pro- 
stating my disboliet of any aSection to which | €7% till the caruacula itself was completely 
the term “ muscular amaurosis” could be ap- | destroyed, when it granulated and secreted 
plied; for although, with others, I have | healthy pus, and cicatrisation speedily en- 
remarked that the vision of a squinting eye, | sued, leaving little or po trace of its exist- 
which I have operated on, has occasionally | ence, save the loss of the caruncular emi- 
improved by exercise, and restoration to its) pone, 

normal axis, yet I attribute this to obvious | 
causes. In those cases of strabismus, where 
the vision has improved by operation, the jaa 
organ itself has become defective from the 

almost complete cessation of its functions, 








LATERAL CURVATURE 
or THE 
SPINE IN THE LOWER CLASSFS. 





To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sir :—The following passage in a work 
lately published by Mr. Tuson appears to 
call, on me for an explanation, for which 1 
entreat you to give meroom in your pages :— 

“ That females of the higher class are more 
subject to this species of deformity (lateral 
curvature), there can be but little doubt; and 
I affirm this from personal observations made 
during a period of nearly twenty years; bat 
since doing so, the following statement has 
appeared in Tue Laxcer by Mr. Verral:— 
* There is one more statement of Mr. Thomp- 
son to which Lam impelled to refer, because 
I think it capable of making a false and un- 
fortunate impression on the public mind, It 
is remarkable, he says, that lateral curvature 
is very rare among the poor; in five years I 
have met with but seven cases, and these, 
he adds, were child- maids, or maids of all- 
work. Mr. Thompsou must have been little 
consulted by the poor, and has, therefore, not 
had to grapple with spinal distortion in its 
more terrible form. In three years from the 
establishment of the ‘Society for the Treat- 
ment at their own Homes of Poor Persons 
afflicted with Disease and Distortion of the 
Spine, Chest, Hips, Ac.,’ I have met among 
the poor with more than fifty cases of lateral 
curvature, of which several were males, and 
of the remainder but very few were child- 
maids, or maids of all-work.’" Mr. Tuson 
goes on to say,“ | presume those alluded to 
by Mr. Verral were, most of them, cases of 
Jateral curvature arising as a secondary re- 
sult, and not the simple form of the com- 
plaint; for, according to the published ac-,| 
count of patients admitted into the Middle- 
sex Hospital, it would appear that in the 
period of five years very nearly 33,000 pa- 
tients, suffering underevery kind of disease, 
were relieved at that establishment, and 
among this number not more than twenty 
cases of Jateral curvature, as a primary de- 
formity, presented themselves to our treat- 
ment, Thus, then, from this statistical ac- 
count, and from my own observations, I must 
beg to agree with Mr. Thompson in his views 
of the comparative rarity of this form of dis- 
ease among the poorer classes.” | 

It will be seen that the extract from my 
Jetter is no denial of Mr. Tuson’s proposition, 
that females of the higher class are more 
subject to lateral curvature, &c. I merely 
deny that it is very rare among the poor, as 
Mr. Thompson asserts; and I support my 
denial by putting my fifty cases in three years | 
against his seven cases in five years; and [| 
may add, that in the two years that have since | 
passed nearly auother fifty must have beeo | 
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brought under my observation. During the 
short time that we have had a house at Cam- 
berwell for the reception of poor patients, out 
of thirty-one that have been admitted, twelve 
have been cases of lateral curvature,* and 
Mr. Tuson is quite in error in assuming that 
most of them were what he calls secondary 
cases. I do not, indeed, quite understand 
his distinction, or very clearly see the advan- 
tage of drawing it. Whether a young lady 
contract a lateral curvature by a voluntary 
habit of standing on one leg, or by so standing 
in consequence of a diseased hip or shortened 
limb, is a matter of little importance, and 
can make no real difference either in the 
malady or the mode of cure; and a distinc- 
tion without a difference tends only to com- 
plicate what might otherwise be clear. Ad- 
mitting, however, the distinction, | again af- 
firm that my hundred have been, the greater 
part of them, as pure cases of lateral curva- 
ture as Mr. Thompson's seven, or Mr. Tuson’s 
twenty. And why should itnotbe so? Mr. 
luson, it is true, says,“ The poor have this 
advantage over the rich, that they are al- 
lowed to use their muscles freely, uncon- 
trolled by pressure; and the spine thereby 
acquires strength. In the lower grades of life 
those parents only who follow the example 
of their superiors have the misery of seeing 
their children subject to lateral curvature.” 
The latter division of this paragraph contains 
a most extraordinary assertion, which, setting 
aside all the other causes, of which Mr. 
Tuson himself enumerates so many, makes 
the malady, both with the rich and with the 
poor, to consist in tight lacing alone! But 
* the poor have this advantage over the rich, 
that they are allowed to use the muscles 
freely.” Happy, happy poverty! Fortunate 
exemption from one cause of distortion! But 
are they not, on the other hand, too often com- 
pelled to use the muscles too freely, before 
they have strength to fit them for the exertion ? 
Then how do they stand as to the other causes 
enumerated by Mr. Tuson? Have poor 
children the frequent ablutions which he 
thinks so necessary to health? Is care taken 
that the rooms they live in be neither too 
close nor too damp, too hot nor too cold? 
Is their exercise “regulated and appropriate,” 


‘and “ never carried to excess so as to produce 


fatigue?” Do they never carry children or 
other weights upon one arm? Are their con- 
stitutions never weakened by the rapid suc- 
cession of infantile diseases’? Are they not 
liable to rickets, syphilis, scrofula, mollities 
ossium, &c. &c., and to all that train of evils 
from which the rich are exempt, occasioned 
by unwholesome and insufficient food? Ex- 
posed thus to the causes, it would be strange, 
indeed, if they were to be exempt from their 
effects. The fact is, that lateral curvature, 
though, perhaps, most common among the 


* Another has this day been added to the 
list, 
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rich, is also very common among the children | horizontal plane, was lifted up into the air, 


of the poor. But Mr. Thompson, of course, 
is seldom consulted by such unhappy per- 
sons; nor does Mr. Tuson often see them as 
the surgeon of an hospital, because they know 
fall well that into an hospital their cases 
will not be admitted, Buta gentleman, con 
nected with an institution where advice is 
gratuitously and indiscriminately given, as- 


sured me a few days since, that very many | 


patients are brought to him with lateral cur- 
vature ; and to me, the officer for five vearsof a 
society especially devoted to the treatment of 
that class of disease, it is natural that many 
more should have been bro ght fur advice 
and assistance. 

It is in consequence of the numbers of these 
uvhappy applicants, in addition to many 
other cases of dreadful destitution and dis- 
ease, and of the utter impossibility of treating 
with advantage, at their own homes, their 
frequently terrible distortions, that we are 
calling so loudly for the establisiment of an 
infirmary or an hospital inte which such aud 
similar cases might be gratuitously received, 
and on this account it is that 1 consider my 
refutation of the statistics of Mr. Thompson 
and Mr. Tuson so essentially important, 

Having once taken up my pen, I find it im- 
possible to lay it down without saying a few 
words upon another part of Mr. Tuson's 
book. Desirous, of course, that the plans | 
have laboured to introduce should, as I feel 
they ultimately will, be generally adopted by 
the profession, I cannot but be highly grati- 
fiecl by Mr. Tuson’s declarations, that the 
plan proposed by me has been tried at the 
Middlesex Hospital with considerable suc- 
cess; and that in paralysis arising from dis- 
eased spine the patient will recover the use 
of the limbs much more quickly if kept in the 
prove position, Mr. Tuson calls it the facial 
recumbent position, but I like short words, 
and there are few persons, I] presume, who 
do not know the difference between lying 
prone and supine. 

Gratified as I have thus been, Thave found, 
however, as I think, some room for com- 
plaint, and I must tell a short story to show 





and kept there hanging by what Mr. Tuson 
calls “two arm pieces, to keep the trunk 
from slipping,” but which I employ in the 
couches of children with a somewhat differ- 
ent intention. This pesture, I grant, how- 
ever comfortless to the patient, might, had 
the foot-board been re moved, have been of 
great service to the patient, if the state of the 
bones had permitted so powerful an exten- 
sion, and if the disease had been in a part of 
the spine below the action of the shoulders, 
but the disease here was chiefly in the cer- 

bra ; and the weight of the head, 


vical vertel 
which fell duwn t pon them, while the shoul- 





| ders were pusi ed fore ibly up ards, necessa- 


rily increased the original deformity, and 
kept up the irritation of disease. 

The three great objects which Ihave in view 
—the ease and comfort of the patient, the giv- 
ing to the diseased parts the most perfect 
rest, and the taking from them all super- 
incumbent weight—were thus entirely fras- 
trated. I gave directions for an immediate 
alteration in the couch, and have since placed 
the child upon it with such a modification of 
the face-board 


} 
does not 





-bye, Mr. Tuson 
I have found 
essentially necessary in affections of the cer- 
vical part of the That done, I 
wrote a letter to one of the surgeons of the 
Middlesex Hospital, complaining of this 
vile imitation of the prone couch; but 
before I seut it off, | found to my surprise, 
in Mr. Tuson’s book, a re presentation of a 
poor boy lying on this very couch, and read 
the following reference to another figure in 
the same olate:—** Plate NIX., fig. 2. An 
improvement in Mr. Verral’s inclined plane.” 
Were I to make out a list of errata for the 
work in question, I should say for improve- 
ment read deterioration. It readers complex 
that which was simple ; inefficient that which 
was effective. The prone couch, in its usual 
form, answers well in the greater number of 
cases ; and | had rather, uoder peculiar cir- 
cumstances, adopt, as I frequently do, some 


which, by Une 
appear to use), as 


column, 


| slight modifications of its form, or of its ap- 


that I do not say this without some cause. | 


About a month ago, Mrs. Taylor, of No. 41, 
Princess-street, Lisson Grove, entreated me 
to visit her little boy, who had distortion of 
the spine and chest, and who had become 
worse in consequence of his having lain, 
under the direction of some gentleman at the 
Middlesex Hospital, for four mouths upon a 
couch, on which he was placed on the sto- 
mach. Anxious (being the inventor of the 
prone couch) to learn the meaning of this tale, 
I immediately proceeded to the house, and I 
there found what was evidently an imitation 
of my couch, bet so changed in its form and 
injured in its character, that I could well 
account for that increase of distortion of 
which the mother complained, The poor 
child, instead of lying at ease on a nearly 


pendages, than add to its cost, and destroy 
its simplicity by attempting, what after all is 
impossible, to make each couch applicable to 


jevery possible case. 


Iam sure Mr. Tuson will take these ob- 


| servations in good part: though I differ from 


him on many points, and especially in the 


} opinion that in lateral curvature the supine 


is to be preferred to the prone position, I feel 
obliged by the honourable mention he has 
made of my plans of treatment; but I cannot 
allow the medical world to form its opinions 
of the shape and intentions of my prone couch 
from the representations contained in the 
work with which he has favouredit. I am, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 


Cuarces VERRAL, 
15, Howland-street, Aug. 31, 1841, 
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FUNCTIONAL DERANGEMENT 
AS CONNECTED WIT! 
ORGANIC ALTERATION, 





To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin:—If the following observations be 
deemed of sufficient importance to merit a} 
place in your Journal, their insertion will | 


much oblige your obedient servant, | 
t. 


Sept, 14, 1841, 


There is one fallacy in what may be called | 
the philosophy of medicine, which, above all | 
others, holds fair to outlast those improving 
modifications which the progress of research, 
the ever fresh accessions of science, or the 
onward march of enlightened criticism, irre- 
sistibly produce, in this as well as in all 
other departments of human knowledge. In| 
books, in lectures, in conversation, and con- | 
troversy, we have the position still main-| 
tained, that there may be functional disorder 
without corresponding structural disorganisa- 
tion—maintained, too, with all that obstinate 
dogmatism peculiar to the genius of the times 
which gave it birth. 

Now, viewing the relation subsisting be-| 
tween the organ and the function (when 
essentially connected) as one of cause and} 
effect, it does appear strange and unaccount- | 
able to me, how any one can at the same time 
assert that any function may be diseased, and 
yet the organisation performing that function 
remain intact. When the respiration is af- 
fected, we conclude that there is an abnormal | 
condition of those parts subservient to respi- 
ration; when the digestive organs are dis- 
eased, we infer some derangement in the 
process of digestion; in the former case we 
reason from effect to cause, in the latter from 
cause to effect: in both, the reasoning in-| 
volves the same principle—the invariable 
connection between an organ and its function. | 
It is, no doubt, true, that it sometimes hap- 
pens we are unable to detect, during our | 
autopsic examination, any corresponding 
structural lesion ; but, as it seems to me, our 
failure in such instances arises solely from 
not possessing analytical powers sufliciently 
extensive to enable us to do so. That this is 
the true reason for the discrepancy (finding 
corresponding changes in one case and not in 
another), will, I think, be evident, if we con- 
sider for a moment the present amount of our 
pathological knowledge, and compare it with 


basis of analogy, apart from the principle in- 
volved in the very nature of the question, is it 
not by a fair and legitimate process of induc- 
tion, we conclude, that in all cases the same 
kind of correspondent changes exist. When 
Newton found that the diamond was an ap- 
parent exception to the law of all bodies 
being resolvable by heat, he did uot infer that 
in reality it was so, but that it only arose 
from a deficiency in the mode of pursuing his 
experiments, and concluded that, as the laws 
of nature admit of no exception, future times 


' 
would do away with even the present one; a 


conclusion, the truth of which later years 
have fully borne out. 


Further, it may readily be granted that 
when we come to make the inspection no 
lesion can be found, because none exists, in 
fact. But this does not in the smallest de- 
gree invalidate my position; for all I main- 
tain (all that need be maintained) is, that 
during functional derangement there must of 
necessity be structural disorganisation (and 
vice wersd); and if that lesion be not found, 
it is only because the part or parts formerly 
so implicated have returned to a sound and 
normal condition. Again, it may be objected 
that sometimes we find a lesion of structure 
to acertain extent, and yet the fanction dur 
ing life had not been affected. This also is 
perfectly explicable, by remembering that 
although no functional derangement had been 
manifested, this depended entirely upon it 
not having been so extensive as to have made 
itself appreciable during life.* 


Besides, the practice adopted even by 
those who still uphold the inconsistency in 
question, appears to me to be in direct oppo- 
sition to their belief. For, in administering 
remedies they will not deny that the effects 
to be produced must be, primarily, on the 
particular structure involved, and only se- 
condarily on the function; in other words, 
they are thea guided in their practice by the 


| truth of the well-established relation of inva- 


riable connection existing between cause and 
etlect,—before we can m vdify the one we 
must first act upon the other,—if we wish to 
alter the function we must first change the 
structure. 

Upon the whole, therefore, I think we are 
| perfectly warranted in concluding that it is 
| neither more nor less than a plain contradic- 
| tion in terms to say that the function may be 
|deranged, and yet (their connection being 
| essential) the organisation subservient to that 
function can maintain its pristine normal 
condition. 





that which obtained previous to the inven- | 
tion of the microscope, for instance. Then | 
it frequently occured thatno morbid condition| * This explanation is given only in refer- 
of the implicated organ could be detected, | ence to simple organs; in those presenting a 
consequently it was inferred no diseased state | compound structure, as the brain, the kid- 
did exist ; but how erroneous this conclusion | neys, the lungs, &c., their double system 
was, the discoverers of later years fully esta-| affords at once the explanation, the one taking 
blish, Hence, reasoning upon the broad | on the action of the other, 
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IMPOTENCE 
NOT ALWAYS 
PRODUCTIVE OF MENTAL DEPRES.- 
SION OR INSANITY. 





To the Editor of Tut Lascer. 


Sin :—Aan article of some interest and 
considerable importance lately appeared ia 
your pages on the subject of impotence, 1 
thank the writer for that paper, and hope 
he will continue to give to the public the 
result of his observations; it is not my in- 
tention to cast any doubt upon his facts, 
but upon bis infereaces, This seems to be 
the more incumbent, because I fear that 
many of those who labour under that un- 
happy defect will be much distressed by the 
admissica of some of the opinions there ex- 
pressed, as if they were established, or even 
probable, axioms. 

Thus, it is stated, of impotent or sterile 
patients, that their conduct ia all things is 
marked by timidity aod pusillanimity ; that 
they are s0 apathetic as to be alike indiffer- 
eat to joy and sorrow, without power to bi 
angry or toshed tears: it is, moreover, af 
firmed that the passion of love becomes totally 
extinguished ia such unhappy individuals, 
whether the defect be acquired or heredi- 
tary ; and it is also spoken of as the most 
fertile cause of meutal deravgement and 
imbecility. 

For the interests of scient fic truth, no less 
than for the consolation of these unhappy 
individuals, I wish to relate in your exten- 
sively read pages a few cases which have 
fallen under my own observation, that are 
by no means in accordance with the pre- 
ceding statemen!s. 

About three years siace a young gentle- 
man consulted me for an attack of acute 
disease. During his convalescence he one 
day mentioned incidentally that he bad some 
disease of the testicle which he asked me 
toexamine. I found that scrofulous disease 
had entirely disorganised the right testicle, 
and had attacked the other, From his his- 
tory I learnt that this disease had been in 
existence about twelve month. ; aod that for 
the last six months he had had no erections. 
He had formerly been a patient of Sir B. 
Brodie, and, in accordance with my wish, 
that eminent surgeoo was again consulted. 
His opinion coincided with that which I had 
previously given as to the sature and extent 
of the disease. The patient remained for 


some time uoder my care, during the whole | 


of which period not ove of those moral ef- 
fects of impotence described by your corre- 
spondent was present. The disease was appa- 
rently without any influence on his intellect, 
his temper, or even his cheerfulness. He 
afterwards went into the couniry, where the 
sywptoms of tuberculous disease of the lungs 
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manifested themselves, and in the course of 
a few months termiaated bis life. 

In the beginniog of last year a married 
genticman came uader my care for symp- 
toms which I referred to disease of the me- 
dalla spinalis. One of our most eminent 
surgeons, who afterwards met me ia consul- 
tation, confidentiy pronounced it to be a case 
of ramoilissement of that organ. Into the 
details of this case, however interesting they 
might be, I shall sot now enter, only so far as 
it may illustrate our present subject, namely, 
the moral effects of impotence and its rela- 
tiva to insanity. The disease had existed 
for nine mouths before the patient came 
under my care, and it exists now, although, 
happily, it does not increase. During the 
whole of this period, nearly two years, he 
has bad no erection, In this case we might 
expect to see the symptoms mentioned by 
your correspondent, if they were ordinary 
results of impotence, but not one of them 
has presented itae if, He is « apable both of 
anger and grief, and so far from being apa- 
thetic, is, iadeed, much more irritable and 
sensitive than he was before his present ill- 
His conduct is neither marked by 
timidity wor pusillanimity, and his miod is 
1s Sane as it was years ago, when I koew 
him in the enjoy ment of perfect health, 

Another case, sll more to the point, I 

at obliged, ») ObV10US5 reasons, lo re late ouly 
im more vague A married gentleman 
under my care for another disease, 
who incidentally remarked that he bad had 
no erection for several years. If apathy, 
imbecility, or insanity, were the results of 
this defect, surely some of them must have 
been developed in some degree in this case. 
Yet this gentieman is a public man, distin- 
guished by his ability for busiaess, his 
energy, both bodily and mental, and ia his 
intellectual endowments he far exceeds the 
majority of men. 

I know that these cases, so far as their 
relation goes, point only to negatire results, 
and, therefore, are not likely to be so attrac- 
tive or agreeable to the miad of the stadent, 
as those which lead to positive conclusions, 
Buttbe sober disciple of science will oftea 
ieel that negative resalls are the best tests 
of treth; aod that he is better occupied in 
unlearving what is untrue than in making 
an imagmary and deceptive progress. “Is 
tamen humane intcliectui error est proprius 
et perpetuus, ul magis moveatur et excitetur 
affirmativis quam negativis; cumrite et ordise 
equam se utrique prabere debeat; quia 

| contra, in omai axiomate vero constitucndo, 
major est vis instantiw pegative,”—Ner, 
| Organon,, lib. 1, aph. 46. 

To the instances adduced, many might 
| be added from the experience of others, I 
;~ ill refer to two only. 

| The first of these I relate from memory, 


bess. 


> termes. 


catie 


not being able to refer to the French jour- 
vals ia which I read the particular&. The 
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celebrated surgeon of Montpelier, Delpech, 
had been consulted by a young man who 


was the subject of some disease, in the | 


course of which the secretive power of both 
testes was lost. Some time aftery ards this 
young man wished to marry, and conse- 
quently paid his addresses to a young lady. 
Her friendis had heard of his deft, aod re- 
ferred to Delpech who admitted*its exist- 
eace, and in consequence of this confirma- 
tion of their suspicions his proposals were 
decidedly rejected. From this time the 
young man became exasperated in the high- 
est degree against his former surgeon, and 
resolved, in the madness of his anger, upon 
a deadly revenge. For this parpose he took 
a first floor apartment on the opposite side 
of the street in which Delpech lived, sta- 
tioned himself in the morning at the window 
with a doable-barrelled rife; and when the 
unfortunate and unsuspecting surgeon en- 
tered his cabriolet to visit his patients, his 
former patient took aim, and mortally 
wounded him with one barrel, and then 
with the other shot himself, This instance 
of passionate anger and bloody revenge is as 
much at variance as possible with the belief 
that impotence produces apathy, and reniers 
its subjects alike incapable of anger or sor- 
row. 

There is another instance on record which 
is entirely opposed to the assumption, that 
impotence produces a course of conduct 
marked by timidity and pusillanimity, I 
refer to the comman:er of the Romin armies, 
the destroyer of the Goths, and the conqueror 


of Italy, in the latter part of the reign of the | 


Emperor Justivsian—the exanch general, 
Narses, There was only ome man of that 
age who, for energy, intellect, valour, and 
success, could be compared with Aim, 

The assertion that nine-tenths of the cases 
of nervousness, mental imbecility, and de- 
rangement, may be traced to sexual weak- 
nesses, or imperfections, seems to require 
some extensive and authentic statistic evi 
dence before such a sweeping conclusion 
can be admitted. The kind of sexual imper- 
fection or weakness should also be distin- 
guished ; and if impotence be included, it 
should be specified whether it was primary 
or secondary; namely, whether it was ao 
idiopathic disease or a result of dissolute 


habits. Masturbation is, uadoubted!y, an | 


occasional cause of insanity. Esquirol saw 
fifty-two cases in the course of seven years, 
I bave also heard cases of this kind related 


by my experienced friend, Dr, Haslam, | 


Impotence is one of the results of masturba- 
tion. In any such case of impotence where 
insanity has also occurred, it would proba 
bly be more correct to describe it as the 
effect of the previous masturbation, than of 
the accompanying impotence. 

If it were true that a large proportion of 
the cases of insanity arose from impotence, 
it ought surely to be in many cases the cause 


of suicide. All the old pupils of the la- 
mented Sir Astley Cooper will remember 
one case which he was accustomed in his 
| surgical lectures to relate in his own impres- 
sive manner, in which one of his dressers 
committed suicide from a mistaken belief 
that he was impotent. But this, which is 
Hot quite to the point, is the only case [ can 
remember, Oa the other hand, Andral, in 
his “* Cours de Pathologie Intérne,” gives 
an analysis of 3112 cases of suicide in which 
the mora! causes were ascertained, aot one 
of which is referred to impotence. 

That impotence should often be foand 
existing in connection with insanity is oot 
surprising, since the latter hasa tendency to 
terminate in mental imbecility, which is 
usually accompanied with the former, In- 
sanity aol impotence may, perhaps, without 
any exaggerated figure of speech, be there- 
fore consilered in the relation of father and 
son. We admit it is natural that the father 
should beget the son, but the converse by 
no means follows, namely, that the son can 
beget the father. 

A mach larger number of individuals than 
is generally supposed are either impotent, 
or believe themselves to be so. It would 
be a dreadful addition to the affection of 
these persons to impress their minds with 
the belief that they are also on the road to 
insanity. In proving that such an opinion 
rests on no suflicieat basis, I hope, therefore, 
to render some service to the cause of 
humanity, as wellas to the cause of truth, 
Yours respectfully, 

Joun Maws, M_R.C.S, 

Bartholome w-close, Sept. 6, 1841, 
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WiTH CURVATURE. 





To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


|} Sira:—Having read ia Tok Lancer of last 
week a paper by Dr. G. A. Mantell on par- 
tial fracture of the radius, with curvature of 
that bone, occurring in young subjects, in 
consequence of stretching out the arm to 
save themselves when falling, I beg to state 
that I have had two cases of a similar kind 
within the last five years. 
| The first patient was a delicate little girl, 
about seven years of age, the daughter of a 
farmer of South Kyme, and the injury was 
caused by a fall from an ass, precisely as 
Dr. M. states Master Warren's to have hap- 
pened. I saw her almost immediately afier 
| the accident, and fonnd both bones of the 
|forearm considerably bent, the convexity 
being situated on the anterior aspect of the 
llimb. The second case occurred about two 
| years ago, the patient being a boy about four 
| years old, son ofa farmer in the same parish, 
| The injary, in this isstaoce, was produced 

















PARTIAL FRACTURE OF THE RADIUS, 








925 


by a fall from a thrashing-machine, and, as | wrist, and the bones of the carpus a projec- 
in the former case, there was considerable | tion on the back part, and the young man 


curvature of the radius and uloa about their 
middle ; the convexity, also, was on the 
anterior aspect of the forearm. In both | 
cases I grasped each end of the forearm, 
and succeeded almost immediately, by care- | 
ful manipolation, in restoring the bones to 
their natural form, without producing either | 
complete fracture or any other injury ; as) 


was proved by neither of my patients re-| 


quiring anything more than an evaporating 
lotion afterwards, and by their being able to 
use the arms in the course of a few days. | 
In the first case, after straightening the 
bones, the arm was merely placed in a sling, 
as I had no splints with me. In the secood 
instance, | placed two splints on the fore- 
arm, a8 a precautionary measure, to prevent) 
the bones being injured when the child was 
at play. 

poo been induced to make these re 
marks, in consequence of my experience 
tending to show (contrary to Dr. M.'s opi- 
nion) that there is neither danger nor difli- 
culty in remeving the curvature in such 
cases, provided it be done in a careful 
manner. I have great confidence in the 
powers of Nature, but I should not have 
supposed a priori that she would have been 
able to cure such a deformity ; and although 
it appears from Dr, M.'s cases that she is 
quite equal to the task, I still think it is 
much more satisfactory to the friends of 
such patients to remove the deformity at 
once, provided it can be done with perfect 
safety, and without causing much pain, as 
was the case in the instances I have men 
tioned; at least, I feel satisfied that if I 
had not done so the patiente would either 
have been taken to some other surgeon, or, 
whatis more likely, to some one of the host 
of quack bone-setters who infest this part 
of the country —ex-leather- breeches-makers, 
and ex-agriculiural servants, who reap a 
plentifal harvest from the credulity of the 
people, by telling them, in every case of 
trifling sprain, that there is some guider (as 
they call it) wrong ; or some little bone out 
in situations where the Creator of the uni- 
verse did pot think proper to place litle 
bones. 

Before I conclade, allow me to say a few 
words in support of yourreporter as regards 
the possibility of dislocation of the wrist, 
Some years ago, when I was assistant to a 
surgeon in Keat, a young man applied to 
me on account of having received an injary 
of the wrist; how it oceurred I forget, but 
there was so much tumefaction at the time 
that I did not perceive the case was any- 
thing more than a contusion. I gave him 
applications suitable for it, and on his show- 
ing it to me two or three days afterwards, I 
instantly perceived that the wrist was dislo-| 
cated, The ends of the radius and ulna | 
formed a projection on the fore part of the | 


was still unable to ase his hand. On em- 
ploying extension and counter-extension in 
the usual way, the bones were readily re- 
placed, and that it was a case of dislocation, 
and not a fracture, I trast will appear clear 
to your readers, when I state that although 
neither splints nor bandages of any kiad 
were applied, the young man immediately 
regained the use of his hand, and the limb 
retained its normal form, I am, Sir, your 
obedient servant, 


M. Frayxs, M.R.C.S, 


Heckhington, Lincolnshire, 
Sept. 14, 1841, 
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To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sin:—A case of partial fracture of the 
radius, similar to that mentioned by Dr. 
Mantell ia Tue Laxcet of last week, occur- 
red in my practice some time since, It 
happened on this wise :—A lad, about nive 
years of age, whilst at play, was in the act 
of running, when he stumbled and fell upoa 
a short post, in such a manner that the left 
forearm came between the body and the 
post, and thus sustained the whole force of 
the blow. On examination I found the 
radius much bent, the convexity being to- 
wards the palmar surface of the arm: there 
was po crepitas, and extension assisted by 
lateral pressure, produced no perceptible 
diminution of the deformity. As the limb 
could not be restored to its normal condition 
by extension, I thought it expediec nt to 
apply permanent pressure to the projecting 
partof the bone, This was accomplished 
by means of a couple of splints placed, one 
on the back of the other, on the fore part of 
the arm, and firmly secured. On the follow- 
ing day the bone had nearly regained its 
natural position, The splints were reapplied, 
and compresses were inserted between the 
palmar splintand the yet projecting bone, 
the deformity of which, at the expiration of 
three or four days, was perfectly removed, 
With the exception of a suturaine lotion no 
other appliances were necessary, but the arm 
was supported, of course, 1n a sling for 
about a fortnight. Should a similar case 
occur, I should adopt the same plan of 
treatment, in preference to trusting entirely 
to the good offices of our friendly helpmate, 
Dame Nature. I am, Sir, respectfally 
yours, 


H.C, Roons, M.R.C.S, 


67, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, 
Sept. 15, 1841, 
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STEPHANOCEROS EICHORNII. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sir:—I observe in Tue Lancet of Sept. 11, 
a notice of the discovery of that very beau- 
tiful infusorial animal, the stephanoceros 
Eichornii, This is not the first time it has 





been observed in this country, as | myself, 


saw and made many drawings of it two years 
ago. The specimens I obtained from that 


most prolific of all waters, so well koown to | 


all infusoria hunters, Mr. Edwards’ ponds 
in Shoreditch. 


The stephanoceros is somewhat impro- 
perly described as one of the rotatorial am- 
malcules, whereas, in! place of having 
wheels,” it has five long ciliated arms, or 
tentacula, placed in a radiating direction 
round the mouth, It is classed by Phrea- 


berg in his order Floscularia ; and if it be} 


placed in the group of rotifers, as distin- 
guished from the polygastric animals, it is 
another example of the incorrectness of 
these two divisions of the infusory kingdom. 


If the circular system of Macleay were 
carried out, stephanoceros would, as it 
appears to me, form one of an asculent 
group, connecting the lowest order of ani- 
mals with some ofa mach higher cast in the 
ascending scale. It has several points in 
common with the tube-inhabiting polypes, 
and inno one more than in its prehensile 
and ciliated arms. 

I may add to this notice, that Ihave found 
all the orders of fresh-water animalcules, 
and most of the cenera figured in Ehren- 


berg’s grand work, within eight miles of | 


London, the richest waters being Hamp- 
stead (lower heath), the ponds beneath Caen 
Wood, Kentish Town, Barnes Common, and 
Greenwich Park. 

I the less regret occupying your pages 
with matter not wholly within the scope of 
your periodical, because [ am convinced 
that the study of organised beings in their 
simplest forms, and where processes, in their 
results similar to those educed in the more 
complicated structures of the higher animals, 
are so easily observed, will hereafter con- 
ment of physiological knowledge. I am, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 


Joun DatryMr.e. 
6, Holles-street, Sept. 15, 1841. 


P.S.—The extreme richness of Mr. Fad 
wards’ pits, has, I fear, entailed no small 
trouble ou him, but I cannot help testifying 
to the courtesy he has always shown to 
those lovers of the microscope who have 
sent to beg a contribution from his pre- 
serves, 
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Practical Observations on the Pathology and 
Treatment of Stricture of the Urethra, with 
Cases, By Rozert Wave, Senior Surgeon 
to the Westminster General Dispensary, 
&e, &e, Charehill. 

Tue frequency with which ‘strictare of the 

urethra occurs, the inconvenience, if not the 

dangerous or fatal consequences which it 
gives rise to, have made it all times a sub- 
ject of serious attention to the practical sur- 
geon. Of this we have sufficient proof in 
the number of treatises on the subject 
which we find in our own and in foreign lan- 
guages; but which, whilst they agree in 
most particulars, still differ in that which is, 
perhaps, of most importance—the means by 
which the disease is to be removed: thas 
we find that dilatation , incision, perforation, 
and cauterisation, have each respectively 
their advocates, who bring forward nume- 
rous “successful” cases in support of the 
Va- 
riety in the character of disease and unifor- 
mity of success, the treatment in all cases 
being the same, lead us to fear that we are 
told nothing of other cases in which the 
treatment has proved useless, or still worse, 
and by the detail of which alone we can 
form a just estimate of the practice. The 
author of the volume before us says, that 

“having had repeated opportuaities of wit- 

nessing the admirable effects of the potassa 

fusa the treatment of stricture of the 
urethra, am desirous of calling the atten- 
tion of the profession to a remedy whose 


views which they adopt and practise. 


powers in that d.sease appear to me to be 
but little known or appreciated by modern 
surgeons. It is not until after more than 
twelve years’ extensive experience of its 
good effects, that I now venture to recom- 
mend the potassa fusa as a remedy of singu- 
lar power and efficacy in the cure of stric- 


ture of the urethra. To avoid all misunder- 


sribete fa ne omall dearee to the advance- | standing of my views with regard to the 


employment of the potassa fusa in stricture, 


| Lhave thought it bestto give a general prac- 


tical description of the disease in its various 
forms and stages, with their appropriate 
treatment.” 

We willingly offer our testimony in favour 
of the manner in which the undertaking has 
been accomplished, Each chapter contains 
much that is practical, and will present many 
points of useful information to the student 
and young practitioner, Passing over the 


| rst chapter, to which the foregoing obser- 














vation well applies, we find the second de-| 
voted to the “ pathology of particular kinds | 
of stricture,” which are arranged under 
eight heads, as follows :— 

“ Firstly, the dilatable strictare ; secondiy, 
the simple chronic stricture; thirdly, the) 
impassable stricture ; fourthly, the irritable | 
stricture; fifthly, the inflammatory strictare; | 
sixthly, the stricture with marked disposi- 
tion to contraction; seventhly, the spasmo- 
dic stricture; eighthly, the strictare from | 
external or internal injury.” 

Oar limits prevent us from laying before 
our readers the clear and well-detioed de- 
scriptions which are given of those several 
varieties of stricture, and which should be 
carefully borne in mind, whatever line of 
practice is pursued, The larger number of | 
the cases quoted by our author in favour of | 
the treatment recommended by him consist | 
of the third variety, viz., the “ impass able | 
stricture,” which he defines to be “ a stric- | 
ture impervious to instruments.” “ The ob- 
struction may be so complete as to prevent 
any urine passing along the urethra; in 
which case, for the preservation of life, 
either nature or art must establish an extra) 
outlet for its escape.” It would seem that in 
such cases the practice has been most suc- 
cessful. We will, however, return to this 
consideration; and shall now only remark 
that the definition is not free from objection. 
A stricture may be impassable in the hands 
of one surgeon, which will readily allow an 
instrament to pass under the more skilful 
manipulations of another. Under the head 
of “ spasmodic stricture,” and remarking on 
the frequency with which bougies are tightly 
embraced by strictures of the urethra ante- 
rior to the accelerator muscle, Mr, Wade 
says, that “such an occurrence, without re- 
sorting to hypothesis, is sufficiently ex- 
plained by the structure of the corpus spon- 
giosum, combined with the morbid sensibi- 
lity at the seat of disease.” 


The pressure of a bougie against so irrita- 
ble a surface, causes a determination of 
blood to the vessels of the corpus spongio- 
sum, which being distended around the ob- 
struction, consequently tighten the grasp on 
the instrument. 

The symptoms of stricture being carefully 
described in the succeeding chapter, we 
have next to consider the treatment, to which | 
and to cases the remaining portion of the 
work is devoted: first, of stricture gene- 
rally ; next, of particular kinds of stricture ; 
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and, lastly, of the various complications and 
consequences of the disease. It is not our 
intention, neither would our space allow us, 
to enter on the consideration of the treat- 
ment of strictare generally ; or to follow our 
author through the numerous and practical 
details which he places before us on the 
subject, in reference to the various means 
which have been adopted for its cure—their 
description, advantages, &c,: as he devotes 
the larger portion of his space to the consi- 
deration of the use of potassa fusa, we may 
briefly inquire bow far we are justified in 
adopting the practice, first saying a word 
or two in reference to the treatment of reten- 
tion of urine, dependent apon an irritable or 
an inflammatory stricture, which (as all 
other cases) our author would relieve, by 
first endeavouring, by “ gentle but persever- 
ing means, to pass an instrument into the 
bladder; this failing, he would use the 
caustic potass; and, lastly, endeavour to 
bring the patient under the influence of 
opium, by administering five grains of 
Dover's powder every two or three hours, 
using in the mean time warm fomentations 
or the hip bath. To the practice of endea- 
vouring to enter the bladder ander those 
circumstances we must object; we are 
deeply conscious of its difficulties, and 
equally alive to the advantages which result 
from a more judicious practice ; viz., blood- 
letting, local or general, or both, the warm 
bath, and the administration of opium ia fall 
doses, perhaps forty drops of laudanam 
every hour, commencing even with a drachm, 
and admiuistering the same as an enema, 
So soon as the opium has produced its 
effects, and this will not be long, then the 
silver catheter may be tried, with far better 
chance of success; if it does not then suc- 
ceed, we fear that the application of the 
potass can do but little good: this, then, 
brings us to the consideration of the remedy 
in question—a remedy which was much ad- 
vocated by the late Mr, Whately as an im- 
provement on the use of the nitrate of silver, 
which had been used by Hunter, Home, and 
others. The practice of our author differs 
from that of Mr. Whately in the more fre- 


| quent application of a larger portion of 


caustic, and in his belief that the caustic 
does not require to be applied over the whole 
extent of the stricture: a necessity which 
would much invalidate the usefulness of the 
remedy. A slight difference of opinion also 
exists as to its mode of action; while Mr, W, 
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of the stricture,” our author says that it acts 
not merely by its dissolvent power, but also 
“ by promoting absorption and stimulating 
the congested vessels to contraction,” at the 
same time “ relieving irritability and in- 
flammation.” This explanation we must 
leave in the hands of our readers, we do not 
consider it satisfactory. 

The method of applying the potass is fully 
described; it consists essentially of insert- 
ing into the point of a soft wax bougie a 
portion of the caustic, varying from one- 
eighth of a grain toa grain: and the bougie, 
well moulded around this at its point, and 












































certained and marked on the instrament. 
The application should be made chiefly to 
the upper part of the canal, and continued 
for one, two, or three minutes, according to 
the nature of the case, and repeated within 
two or more days, as circumstaaces may in- 
dicate. 

A saponaceous compound is thus formed 
“ by the dissolved potass, by the oil and 
mucous secretion of the urethra, which 
proves less irritating to the lining membrane 
than the more watery discharge caused by 
the nitrate of silver, to which it is infinitely 
superior in opening a stricture.” 

Our own experience and that of others, 
with the remedy before us, differs so much 
from the results of the cases here given, of 
which twenty are “ impassable strictures,” 
five irritable strictures, and one inflamma- 
tory, many of them more or less complicated, 
that we are led to make farther inquiry 
before we adopt or recommend the practice 
to others; aod the results of inquiry con- 
firms our opinion, that the use of caustics in 
the treatment of stricture is attended with 
difficulties and dangers, without affording 
corresponding advantages, Amongst the 
difficulties may be reckoned that of pre- 
venting the escape of the caustic from the 
bougie, the wax becoming softened by heat, 
or the caustic being loosened by the secre- 
tion of the canal insinuating itself around it 
Who will deny the possibility of the surgeon 
unconsciows!y boring with such a weapon a 
passage in a direction altogether different 
from that which he desires to follow? And 
how will he be able to secure an uniformity 
of action from the degree to which the 


believed that the kali “ abraded, penetrated 
and dissolved the hard and diseased surface 


STRICTURE OF THE URETHRA. 


varying quantity of secretion present ia the 
canal? 

How can the caustic be uniformly ap- 
plied? in this dissolved form it must of 
necessity gravitate to the most dependent 
part ; and what effect can it have on the 
substance of an impassable stricture, per- 
haps three-quarters of an inch in length? 
Sach being a few of the difficulties which 
must of necessity present themselves, we 
have next to consider some of the ill-eflects 











oiled, is passed down to the stricture, the | bot . , T d 
distance of which has been previously as-| who have tried this remedy. To the possi- 
| bility of the formation of a false passage we 


I have already alluded. Hamorrhage to a 


which too frequently follow the use of 
caustics: though Mr. Wade has been so 


fortunate as never to have observed any, it 
hes not been the case with others—with 
some of our most distinguished surgeons 


dangerous, if not to a fatal, extent has 
sometimes occurred; and the formation of 
abscesses is likewise a painful complica- 
tion. We have also to fear the occurrence 
uoder most unfavourable circumstances of 
complete retention, caused either by the in- 
flammation excited, or by the formation of 
sloughs. Other objections present them- 
selves, such as the formation of secondary 
stricture, and the delay. Putting all things, 
therefore, together, we are unwilling to ad- 
vocate the practice here recommended, but 
would much prefer to treat stricture gene- 
rally on the principle of dilatation, using a 
well-made, well-shaped silver catheter, 
which is applicable in almost all those cases 
in which the caustic can be of use, and is 
pearly altogether free from the objection 
urged against the use of the latter, which 
can only be safely used as suggested by Sir 
A. Cooper, whea urinary fistule exist 
behind the stricture, and there is no danger 
of retention of the secretion. For the use 
of the catheter, full directions are given in 
the volume before us, as, indeed, for the 
treatment of stricture in its various forms— 
that which is most applicable to each ; and 
what is of equal importance, the complica- 
tion of stricture, its consequences, and their 
treatment, constituting on the whole avolume 
which may be read with advantage by the 









 saponaceous fluid” may be diluted, by the 





practitioner ia surgery, 
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Tuere are two classes of individuals exist- 
ing, we regret to say, in the profession, who 
throw no small degree of discredit upon 
The first may be de- 
scribed as the credulous votaries of Escvta- 


scientific medicine. 


vivs who believe, upon the most shallow evi- 
dence, whatever is presented to them with the 
character of novelty or wonder. As students 
they are industrious note-takers, treasuring 
up all the recipes and nostrums which may 
fall in their way; they delight in select 
Latin prescriptions; they conceive that every 
disease is subject to the salutary influence of 
some medicine, if it can only be found out, 
and for this purpose they ransack the whole 
materia medica, and render the stomachs of 
their patients the receptacles for a substantial 
If the patient should 
be fortunate enough to recover while he hap- 


arrangement of drugs. 


pens to be under a course of one of these 
doctors’ classes of medicines, the cure is in- 
dubitably ascribed to the physic. Whatever 
the period may be from the commencement 
of the complaint ; the natural laws of the dis- 
ease are of no account in the practice of this 
Diarotrus; but pest hoe erge propter hoc is 
It is 


not uncommon for persons to express asto- 


his invariable, deluding consolation, 


nishment that among educated physicians 
there should possibly be found followers of 
the deceptive dogmas of Mesmenr and Hanne- 
MANN; but a litUe consideration will tend to 
the conclusion, that credulity, that is incapa- 
city to sift evidence in physic and in religion, 
is the parent of absurdity and fanaticism. 

The second class includes those who have 
cleverness enough to detect the error of the 
preceding, but who have advanced no farther 
than the assumption of the character of 
doubt®rs ; they believe nothing, excepting that 
mankind is credulous, and despising the ac- 
quisition of knowledge, they start in life with 
the determination to prey upon the credulity 
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of their fellow-men, These are your quacks 
of high and low degree—whether they pre- 
scribe bread-pills, or gamboge-pills, or warm 





ice-creams. 

To be in the position of a mere doubter, is 
to be almost in a worse condition than that of 
the victim of credulity. The former savours 
of deception, the latter of weakness. It is 
questionable whether it be safe to convince a 
man of errors which he has long imbibed, 
and which have become almost part of his 
nature, without supplying him with the mate- 
rials for the construction of a more rational 
system of knowledge. A fanatic is very 
liable to become an unprincipled infidel; and 
more frequently the mere selfish, ignorant 
sceptic rushes into the depths of blindfolded 
credulity, To arrive at important conclu- 
sions, it is necessary to pass through a long 
train of reasoning, and he whose knowledge 
is not founded on this basis belongs to the 
credulous class of votaries. These considera- 
tions must impress upon those who are inte- 
rested in the progress of medicine the import- 
ance ofa right system of education. It is mach 
easier to teach a man truth, than to convince 
him of his error when he is advanced in life, 
Liv» rus, when he visited Holland, met with 
much opposition from the elder teachers of 
botany. They inveighed against the nume- 
rous novelties which he introduced, and de- 
clared that they were too old to throw aside 
what they had been so long accustomed to, 
for the purpose of becoming students, and 
returning to college, at the instance of this 
Swedish innovator. Those who advocate the 
importance of the application of chemistry to 
medicine, are pretty much in the condition of 
botanist: the 
to their observations with his sceptical ears, 


the Swedish doubter listens 
bet retains nothing; the credulous student 
looks with vacant physiognomy, and \onders. 
And yet the truth of the affirmation is so 
obvious, that a moment's consideration is 
sufficient to convince even the obstinate scep- 
tic who has no belief ir definite knowledge, 
and therefore can never be a mathematician, 
The human body is supported by the mate- 





rials supplied to it through the medium of 
30 
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the stomach and lungs: a certain quantity 
of albumen and water is introduced into the 
stomach, and what follows? In an hour or 
two we find that it has disappeared. “ Whither 
has it gone ?” demands the scientific inquirer. 
He observes that, in a short space, peculiar 
symptoms indicate an inclination in the body 
to throw off a certain portion of the consti- 
tuents of the albumen which had been pre- 
viously existing in the stomach: feculent 
matter and urine are the results of these symp- 
toms. The inquirer examines these, deter- 
mines their composition, and subtracts them 
from the materials introduced into the sto- 
mach ; the remainder is the portion taken up 
by the system to serve the purposes of nutri- 
tion. All this is so simple and so indisputable, 
that one who has not thought of the only 
legitimate mode of investigating disease, won- 
ders that it is not in general practice. The 
reason of its being overlooked we believe to 
depend upon the circumstance that little or 
no attention i bestowed by teachers on ani- 
mal chemistry. One or two months are de- 
voted by chemical lecturers to the study of 
heat and electricity, which bear the same 
relation tochemistry as mechanics to anatomy, 
and thas much of the session is spent; while 
animal chemistry, the only part of the science 
that is of essential importance to the stadeant of 
medicine, is hurried over in the course of a 
week or two at the end of the course. In 
France, provision has been made against this 
omission by the institution of a professorship 
especially devoted to the branch of organic 
chemistry. The distinguished Dumas pre- 
The 
same division of labour is gradually prevail- 


sides over this department in Paris, 


ing in the provinces of that country. At Stras- 
burg separate professorships exist : a similar 
subdivision, however, can never occur in 
England so long as the ticket system is tole- 
rated, or while the requisites for practice are 
so various as at present in the different 
counties, we might almost say of Great Bri- 
tain. 

We believe that a great era in medicine is 
to follow from the study of animal chemistry ; 
but we despair of its commencement in the 


IMPORTANCE OF ANIMAL CHEMISTRY. 














present state of the profession in this country. 
During two days, in which the followers of 
other sciences were busily engaged in com- 
municating «nd discussing discoveries in 
their various departments, the medical sec- 
tion of the British Association at Plymouth 
was obliged to adjourn from want of subjects 
to consider among the boundless fields of 
science which medicine includes. A thirst ) 
for scientific research might have been en- 
gendered by the Provincial Medical and 
Surgical Association, if that society had 
been properly conducted. It was 
tated, we are told, to encourage improve- 
ment in medical science. What improve- 
ment has it assisted’? It has merely 
printed a few papers of comparatively trifling 
import, with one exception—the valuable in- 
vestigations of Mr. Crey. But there was 
no demand for a society possessing such a 
solitary requisite: the Medico-Chirurgical 
Society already existed, and had published 
several volumes of considerable importance ; 
the utility of a new society might have bee 
exhibited in uniting the profession, which b 
been driven into such shattered fragmea 
the medical! section of the British Associat 
already cultivated medicine in a scienti 
point of view, and numerous medical societik 





insti- 


















existed in most of the towns of any import 
ance in the kingdom. The formation of the 
Provincial Association on its present basis 
only tended to effect disunion of concentrated 
effort. We say that the Provincial Associa- 
tion has not effected equal good with the 
medical section of the British Association, 
and that as at present conducted it stands in 
the way of the British Association. We have 
been severe in our strictures on the former 
Association, because we are confident that 
such a society, possessing now merely a 





name, and rapidly retrograding, even by the 





confession of its own members, wes bound 
so to condact itself as to confer important 
advantages not only on the profession but on 
society at large. Are its leaders méh who 
understand wherein consists medical science ? 
If so, they would have taken the lead in pro- 
perly organising the profession; for we be” 
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lieve it to be an axiom, without exception 
true, that all men of science are radical 
reformers. It is the genuine import of 
science to distinguish right from wrong— 
to endeavour to place everything upon a 
proper basis; not bit by bit, but imme- 
diately and entirely, There is no medium | 
between right and wrong, truth and false- 
) hood, as piecemeal reformers would have | 
us believe. The Council of the Association 
have learned too late that no advantage can 
acerue to medical science by the continuance 
of a society which merely attempts to super- 
sede others of older established and superior | 
reputation; that to succeed in promoting 
union, which is one of its ostensible destiuies, 
it must assail the cankerworm which goaws | 


the very vitals of our noble profession ; not 
They 


by words bat by substantial deeds. 
eet =ve fixed upon important subjects 
















4 offered rewards or con- 
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elucidation, Then 


that the science of 


would have been 
* in other lands, 
jonally among us | 
*, but by having 
instructed in all 
proper exercise ol 


has been endowed. 











os ra” THE 
- Seestiiki: COUNTY ASYLUM 
= FOR THE INSANE. 
- THE MONTROSE ASYLUM, 
0, ia } 
in To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
ve Sir :—The asylum for the county of Lan- 
er caster is second only to Hanwell in magai- 
tude and importance. Us annual report is 
vat just published, and I trast you will be able 
a to find space in your eo)amns for the follow- 
he ing extracts, from those parts of it which 
+ relate to the use of instrumental restraint, 
nd 1 may, perhaps, hereafter address a few ob- 
ant servations as to some of the other topics re- 
ferred to in the report; but I would at pre- 
on sent confine the attention of your readers to 
rho these authentic statements of the etlects of 
e? the adoption of the humane system in the 
oath second largest establishment in the Queen's 
ro- dominions ; first premising that the asylam | 


| by flues. 
| eighteen broad, and fourteen feet high ; and, 
| although they are dark and gloomy in their 
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contains 530 patients, and that the t 
medical officers, Dr. Vitre and Mr. kell, 
have held their appointments only sixieen 
months. 

“From the opening of this asylam in the 
year 1816, mechanical! restraint appears to 
have been extensively employed; and at the 
time your officers took charge they found 
twenty-nine persons wearing either hand- 
culls, leg-locks, or strait-waisteoats—exelu- 
sive of between thirty and forty patients 
who were chained down daring the day- 
lime on seats so constructed as to answer all 
the purposes of water-closets, in rooms 
known by the appellation of ‘ the warm 
rooms :’ moreover, during the night-time all 
the epileptic and violent patients were 
chained or otherwise secured in bed. It 
was also an established custom to place 
every case on admission ander restraint 
during the pight-time, for a longer or shorter 
period, as might appear expedient, Before 
proceeding any further, it may be advisable, 
more especially as some erroneous state- 
ments have already appeared about these 
‘warm rooms,’ to give a general ideaof their 
construction and situation, They are two 
in number, one for the females, and the 
other for the males, situated in the centre of 
the building in juxta-position, and obtaia 
their designation from the circumstance of 
the floors, which are of stone, being heated 
They are thirty-four feet loug by 


appearance, they are tolerably well venti- 
lated, Along the inner wall of these rooms 
were placed fourteen stalls or boxed seats, 
answering the double purpose, as stated 
above, of seats anl water-closets ; and at 
the end of cach room three similar seats, not 


| answering the purpose of water-closets, were 


affixed. Idiotic and violent patients, aod 
those of filthy habits, were chained in these 
seats from early in the morning until bed- 
time ; the men were clothed ia a short pet- 
ticoat; and, owing to the floor being 
warmed, neither the men nor Women were 
uscally allowed shoes or stockings. A long 
leaden trough, immediately below these 
seats, and communicating with a common 


| drain or sewer, was repeatedly washed out 


during the day by turoing on a tap of water 
at the upper part. The sequel will show 
that your officers, having altogether abo- 
lished this system of restraint, have hitherto 
experienced no difficulty in consequence.” 
It will not be forgotten that forty-six 
chairs of this description disgraced the es- 
tablishment at Hanwell at the time of Dr. 
Conolly’s appointment, which have since 
been broken up, and now form the floor of 
the carpenter's shop. With the additional 
testimony of the Laacaster Asylum to the 
disgusting consequences of these horrible 
instruments of human degradation, they must 
shortly disappear from every asylum uoder 
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930 IMPORTANCE OF ANIMAL CHEMISTRY. 


the stomach and lungs: a certain quantity 
of albumen and water is introduced into the 
stomach, and what follows? In an hour or 
two we find that it has disappeared. “ Whither 
has it gone ?” demands the scientific inquirer. 
He observes that, in a short space, peculiar 
symptoms indicate an inclination in the body 
to throw off a certain portion of the consti- 
tuents of the albumen which had been pre- 
viously existing in the stomach: feculent 
matter and urine are the results of these symp- 
toms. The inquirer examines these, deter- 
mines their composition, and subtracts them 
from the materials introduced into the sto- 
mach ; the remainder is the portion taken up 
by the system to serve the purposes of nutri- 
tion. All this is so simple and so indisputable, 
that one who has not thought of the only 
legitimate mode of investigating disease, won- 
ders that it is not in general practice. The 
reason of its being overlooked we believe to 
depend upon the circumstance that little or 
no attention is bestowed by teachers on ani- 
mal chemistry. One or two months are de- 
voted by chemical lecturers to the study of 
heat and electricity, which bear the same 
relation tochemistry as mechanics to anatomy, 
and thas much of the session is spent; while 
animal chemistry, the only part of the science 
thatis of essential importance to the student of 
medicine, is hurried over in the course of a 
week or two at the end of the course. In 
France, provision has been made against this 
omission by the institution of a professorship 
especially devoted to the branch of organic 
chemistry. The distinguished Dumas pre- 
sides over this department in Paris, The 
same division of labour is gradually prevail- 
ing in the provinces of that country. At Stras- 
burg separate professorships exist : a similar 
subdivision, however, can never occur in 
England so long as the ticket system is tole- 
rated, or while the requisites for practice are 
so various as at present in the different 
counties, we might almost say of Great Bri- 
tain. 

We believe that a great era in medicine is 
to follow from the stady of animal chemistry; 
but we despair of its commencement in the 





present state of the profession in this country. 
During two days, in which the followers of 
other sciences were busily engaged in com- 
municating and discussing discoveries in 
their various departments, the medical sec- 
tion of the British Association at Plymouth 
was obliged to adjourn from want of subjects 
to consider among the boundless fields of 
science which medicine includes. A thirst 
for scientific research might have been en- 
gendered by the Provincial Medical and 
Surgical Association, if that society had 
been properly conducted. It was insti- 
tated, we are told, to encourage improve- 
ment in medical science. What improve- 
ment has it assisted? It has merely 
printed a few papers of comparatively trifling 
import, with one exception—the valuable in- 
vestigations of Mr. Cre:y. But there was 
no demand for a society possessing such a 
solitary requisite: the Medico-Chirurgical 
Society already existed, and had published 
several volumes of considerable importance ; 
the utility of a new society might have been 
exhibited in uniting the profession, which has 
been driven into such shattered fragments ; 
the medica! section of the British Association 
already cultivated medicine in a scientific 
point of view, and numerous medical socicties 
existed in most of the towns of any import- 
ance in the kingdom. The formation of the 
Provincial Association on its present basis 
only tended to effect disunion of concentrated 
effort. We say that the Provincial Associa- 
tion has not effected equal good with the 
medical section of the British Association, 
anc that as at present conducted it stands in 
the way of the British Association. We have 
been severe in our strictures on the former 
Association, because we are confident that 
such a society, possessing now merely a 
name, and rapidly retrograding, even by the 
confession of its own members, was bound 
so to conduct itself as to confer important 
advantages not only on the profession but on 
society at large. Are its leaders m¢h who 
understand wherein consists medical science ? 
If so, they would have taken the lead in pro- 
perly organising the profession; for we be 
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lieve it to be an axiom, without exception 
true, that all men of science are radical 
reformers. It is the genuine import of 
science to distinguish right from wrong— 
to endeavour to place everything upon a 
proper basis; not bit by bit, but imme- 
diately and entirely. There is no medium 
between right and wrong, truth and false- 
hood, as piecemeal reformers would have 
us believe. The Council of the Association 
have learned too late that no advantage can 
acerue to medical science by the continuance 
of a society which merely attempts to super- 


sede others of older established and superior | 


reputation; that to succeed in promoting 
union, which is one of its ostensible destinies, 
it must assail the cankerworm which gnaws 
the very vitals of our noble profession ; not 
by words bat by substantial deeds. They 
should have fixed upon important subjects 
for research, and offered rewards or con- 
tributed sums for their elucidation, Then 
might we have expected that the science of 
medicine iz this country would have been 
assisted to flourish, as it does in other lands, 
pot merely by having occasionally among us 
one or two men of genius, but by having 
every member of it well instructed in all 
that can contribute to the proper exercise of 
the talents with which he has been endowed. 





THE 
LANCASHIRE COUNTY ASYLUM 
FOR THE INSANE, 
THE MONTROSE ASYLUM, 





To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir :—The asylum for the county of Lan- 
caster is second only to Hanwell in magai- 
tade and importance. ts annual report is 
just published, and 1 trast you will be able 
to fied space in your columns for the follow- 
ing extracts, from those parts of it which 
relate to the use of instrumental restraint, 
1 may, perhaps, hereafter address a few ob- 
servations as to sume of the other topics re- 
ferred to in the report; but I would at pre- 
sent confine the attention of your readers to 
these authentic statements of the effects of 
the adoption of the humane system in the 
second largest establishmeat in the Queen's 
dominions ; first premising that the asylaw | 


contains 530 patients, and that the t 
medical officers, Dr. Vitre and Mr. kell, 
have held their appointments only sixieen 
months. 

“From the opening of this asylum in the 
year 1816, mechanical restraint appears to 
have been extensively employed; and at the 
time your officers took charge they found 
twenty-nine persons wearing either hand- 
cuffs, leg-locks, or strait-waistcoats—exela- 
sive of between thirty and forty patients 
who were chained down daring the day- 
time on seats so constructed as to answer all 
the purposes of water-closets, in rooms 
known by the appellation of ‘the warm 
rooms :” moreover, during the night-time all 
the epileptic and violent patients were 
chained or otherwise secured in bed. It 
was also an established custom to place 
every case on admission under restraint 
during the night-time, for a longer or shorter 

period, as might appear expedient, Before 
| proceeding any further, it may be advisable, 
|}more especially as some erroneous state- 
ments have already appeared about these 
‘warm rooms,’ to give a general ideaof their 
construction and situation, They are two 
in number, one for the females, and the 
other for the males, situated in the centre of 
the building in jaxta-position, and obtain 
| their designation from the circumstance of 
| the floors, which are of stone, being heated 
by flues. They are thirty-four feet long by 
eighteen broad, and fourteen feet high ; and, 
although they are dark and gloomy in their 
| appearance, they are tolerably well venti- 
lated, Along the inner wall of these rooms 
were placed fourteen stalls or boxed seats, 
answering the double purpose, as stated 
above, of seats an:l water-closets; and at 
the end of cach room three similar seats, not 
| answering the purpose of water-closets, were 
affixed, Idiotic and violent patients, and 
those of filthy habits, were chaived in these 
seats from early in the morning until bed- 
time ; the men were clothed ia a short pet- 
jticoat; and, owing to the floor being 
warmed, neither the men nor Women were 
usually allowed shoes or stockings. <A long 
jleaden trough, immediately below these 
| seats, and communicating with a common 
| drain or sewer, was repeatedly washed out 
during the day by turning on a tap of water 
at the upper part. The sequel will show 
that your officers, having altogether abo- 
lished this system of restraint, have hitherto 
experienced no difficulty in consequence.” 

It will net be forgotten that forty-six 
chairs of this description disgraced the es- 
tablishment at Hanwell at the time of Dr. 
Conolly’s appointment, which have since 
been broken up, and now form the floor of 
the carpenter's shop. With the additional 
testimony of the Laacaster Asylum to the 
disgusting consequences of these horrible 
instruments of haman degradation, they must 
shortly disappear from every asylum under 
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the management of a public board, or which|room into which is admitted a subdued 
is even accessible to the eyes of casual visi- | light, and so constructed and prepared that 





tors. Will Dr. Corsellis hereafter hazard 
his high reputation by allowing one occu- 
pant of the eight abominations of this de- 
scription which still disgrace the Wakefield 
Asylum’ I venture to prognosticate that 
he will not, and that these chairs will either 
be broken up by the order of the visiting 
justices, or preserved as specimens of 
bygone barbarisms. 

I proceed with my extracts :— 

* Every opportunity is embraced by your 
medical officers to gain the confidence of the 
patients ; and, by an uniform system of kind- 
ness, attention, and consideration to their 
comforts and wants, to lead them to the / 
conclusion, that whatever steps are adopted | 
towards them are solely with a view to their} 
benefit. The general orders and discipline 
of the establishment are maintained with 
temperate firmness and decision ; and, by | 
steadily adhering to such a mode of proce- | 
dure, many difficulties are now entirely sar- 
mounted which at first proved formidable 
obstacles. The keepers are all made inti- 
mately acquainted with the principles of 
management which your officers have 
adopted ; and, independently of their in- 
structions as servants of the institution, they 
are expected by their conduct and example 
to aid and promote, by a strict adherence to 
those principles, the general weal of the 
establishment, The great improvements in 
the treatment of the insane introdaced by | 
Pinel and Esquirol in France, and subse- 
quently adopted by many of our best autho- 
rities in this country with great success, in- 
duced your officers at once humbly but 
firmly to tread in their steps, with a lively 
hope that they might be enabled, in the 
course of a short time, to place this great 
institation on an equal footing with the 
best-regulated establishments in the king- | 
dom. For this end they at once determined | 
gradually to abolish every species of mechanical | 
restraint, and they have great gratification in 
stating that now for upwards of fire months not | 
a single patient has been so restrained. In re- 
moving from the patients the instruments of 
coercion, it was observed that their condi- 
tion was nearly in every instance consider- 
ably improved soon after freedom of motion 
was allowed, In some cases so striking a 
change had taken place in their habits and 
general appearance, that in a little while 
they were with difficulty recognised, One 
patient who had been rigidly confined fora 
length of time has since been discharged 
cured, and a hope is entertained that a few 
others may yet be restored to their liberty 
and their friends. In all cases of violent 
excitement, if gentle persuasion fails in sub- 
duing the irritability of the patient’s mind, 
he is removed as carefully and as mildly as 
possible to his own room, where he is left 
alone, or, if circumstances require it, to a 














he cannot injure himself. Every precaution 
is taken to avoid substituting physical force 
for physical restraint. The advantages of 
such seclusion are very manifest: and, by 
making the period of confinement as short 
in its duration as practicable, the patients 
in geoeral admit the justice of the treatmeat, 
which they are ready to eviuce by their 
future good conduct. 

“ The attempt to abolish the system of re- 
straint was not commenced without a full con- 
riction of the difficulties to be surmounted in 
an institulion where mechanical coercion had, 
since Us establishment, been uniformly adopted 
as a means of allaying violence. The attend- 
ants, who had beea in the habit of consider- 
ing their duty Goished when they had chained 
down the patients, would naturally have 
some difficulty in calling into action the 
necessary watchfulness, care, and ingenuity 
which are now employed as substitutes for 
the instruments of coercion: neither could 
it be expected that they would at once ac- 


| quire habits of care io the removal of dan- 


gerous implements, or of circumspection and 
readiness in allaying excitement.” 

This calm, temperate statement must pro- 
duce a deep and lasting impression upoa 
every benevolent or reasoning miod taking 
an interest in this great cause ; but I would 
particularly enforce its conclusions upon 
those superintendents whose intelligence 
theoretically convinces them of the truth of 
the system, whose humanity urges them to 
its practice, but who, from extreme caution 
or old prejadices, are ever making excep- 
tions, and baffling their own efforts by their 
own timidity. Until the keepers and the 
nurses become convinced of the superiority 
of the humane system, and satisfied that it 
decreases their labours and difficulties, they 
will not become the willing agents of the 
superintendent to enforce it, and they will 
not attain such conviction so long as the 
power exists of resorting to instrumental 
restraint when the common modes of re- 
storing tranquillity shall fail. It breaks the 


| heart of the * Looker-on” to pass through 


an asylum of this character. The presiding 
genius of the place is improvement, an 
earnest and anxious desire to ameliorate the 
condition of its unfortunate inmates is every- 
where visible. The superintendent is always 
averse from restraint, and has redaced it to 
the lowest possible scale; bat stil! there 
must be cases in which it is necessary, and 
there are always one, two, or perhaps three 
in the house. To superintendents of this 
character, to whom much respect is due, 
and will I trast hereafter become amongst 
our most valuable coadjutors, let me _ parti- 
cularly address the last quotation I shall 
make from this valuable report. 

“ It is to be regretted that, in the exten- 
sive correspondence which has lately ap- 
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peared in the medical journals, a strong 


tendency to division has unfortunately ma-| 


nifested itself amongst those engaged in the 
treatment of the insane; one party boldly 
asserting that in no case whatever is mecha- 
nical restraint ever necessary, the other as 
warmly supporting opposite views. With 
whatever favourable opinions your medical 
officers may be impressed as to the value of 
the system of noo-restraint, they are not 
with their present amount of experience pre- 
pased to assert that every case of insanity 
ought to be so treated.” 

Go and do ye likewise! Follow the ex- 
ample of the medical officers of Lancaster. 
Declare with them that you are uoprepared 
to assert, that every case of insanity ought 
to be treated without mechanical restraint ; 
but with them set so diligently aud heartily 
to work to disprove its necessity, that you 
may with them be enabled to say, “ we have 
great gratification in stating that now for 
upwards of fice months not a single patient 
has been so restrained.” Ob, that a civic 
crown could be offered to the superintendent 
of that asylum, who shall be next able to 
affix his signature to such a certificate. 
Three or four such signatures, and the vic- 
tory is gained. 


Magistrates of the county of Lancaster, | 


fellow-labourers in this vineyard of huma- 
nity, [congratulate you oo your success. I 
am, Sir, yours obediently, 

A Looxer-oy, 

Sept. 21, 1841, 

P.S.—I open my letter to state that the 
report of the Montrose Asylum has just 
reached me. It affords additional testimony 
in support of (to use the words of the re- 
port) “ this mighty experiment in behalf of 
those who merit sympathies for which they 
cannot plead, aod which must ere long win 
approval, or compel imitation, as a just sacri- 
fice to public opinion, if not legislative wis- 
dom.” But I cannot award to Dr. Poole 
the civic crown, He is one of us, a sincere 
believer in, and a firm supporter of, the 
humane system ; and to him will belong, if 
the experiment succeed, the far more dis- 
tinguished honour of being amongst its 
earliest propagators. The civic crown must 
be given to the superintendent, whose 
humanity shall prevail over his prejudices, 
and whose vigilance and tact shall work out 
the system within his own asylum, notwith- 
standing his theoretical opinion of its im- 
practicability. 
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To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir :—I proceed with the exposition of 
those circumstances which affect a naval 
medical officer in common with the cther 
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subordinates,—and the first point I have to 
consider is the greater uncertainty of life. 
| la the common routine of the service he may 
| be sent to any part of the world, and should 
| fever be prevalent on his first arrival in the 
tropics, the great probability is, that he will 
at once fall a victim to it; nor will any pe- 
| riod of acclimation entirely remove the dan- 
ger. Two years since no less than seven 
| assistant-surgeons died in the West Indies ; 
of these, three had only just entered the ser- 
vice ; on their passage out the ship touched 
at Barbadvoes ; they were all atlacked; two 
died before reaching Jamaica, and the third 
a day or two after. But should he be ap- 
pointed to a ship going to the coast of 
Africa, he has still less chance; for life 
there is, without the slightest compunction, 
hazarded for mere lucre ; 5/. per head is al- 
lowed for each slave intercepted, besides a 
bonus on the tonnage of the vessel. Of this 
prize money the commanders of ships are 
allowed a large relative portion, viz., nearly 
one-eighth of the whole: hence they gamble 
with the lives of those subordinate to them 
by ascending the pestiferous rivers of the 
coast, and by which, if they do hazard thei 
own lives, they also put in jeopardy those of 
their crews (from fifty to two hundred souls), 
who have not the same incentive. This 
eageroess for prize money leads to still more 
reckiess and unjustifiable conduct: the 
ships are sometimes kept cruising for much 
longer periods than their provisions will 
last at the usual rations; hence the men 
and junior officers are restricted both in food 
aod drink, and this in a burning climate, 
the captains and gun-room officers 
being able to avert much of the misery of 
such a trial by their private stock, Not 
long since one ship's company were thus 
victualled for three months, the crew being 
very unhealthy during part, if pot the 
whole, of the time; and when this was told 
me, it was mentioned as a thing of common 
eccurrence. You will see, sir, in a future 
part of this, why such acts mey occur in the 
aavy with perfect impunity. Another cause 
of undue mortality in the navy was the infa- 
mous neglect, or something worse, of the 
Admiralty io sending out the wretched ten- 
gun brigs as packets; they were prorer- 
bially called coffins; and seldom a year 
passed without the loss of one or more, 
Now, although this system is checked, who 
can feel assured that in a service in which 
such a recklessness of human life has been 
shown, that same recklessness may not re- 
appear in some other form or shape. It 
was, as the African service still is, a good 
| mode of getting rid of claimants without in- 
| terest; and the latter, if continued for ever 
| upon present principles, will not annihilate 
| the detestable traffic; it only stimulates the 
| cupidity of the dealers, and leads them to 
confine the slaves in much less space, as 
| one voyage in three will amply pay them ; 


too: 
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but were it otherwise, were it possible that, 
by our navy, we could suppress it, it would 
be most unfair to send Evropeanus up their 
rivers for that purpose, consigning numbers 
of our countrymen to a certain death, in a 
cause in which few of them are interested, 
except as a source of prize money—most 
unfair to treat those as dogs, who would 
willingly risk their lives [where the honour 
or welfare of their country demand them. 
Although unable to adduce the relative 
amount of mortality in the navy, the fact is 
indisputable, that a great proportion of 
deaths proceed from exposure to causes to 
which the practitioner on shore is not sub- 
ject; Lean remember many who, in appear- 
ance, bade fair to live to a good old age, 
but who senk, as though poisoned, under the 
influence of tropical fever. 1 have said that 
the very slight responsibility of saperior 
officers renders the service an almost perfect 
despotism: I do not, however, mean it to 
be inferred that that most pitiless of all 
human laws, called martial law, does not 
include them within the range of its talons 
as well as the subordinates; but that onder 
existing circumstances no one dares ** bell 
the cat” unless he give up all his hopes in 
the service. Captains of the navy are gifted 
with the iofallibility of the monarch in the 
state; they can do no wrong, or no one dare 
tell them of it: this principle is better ex- 
pressed by an axiom which obtains ia the 
service, “that the inferior officer who ar- 
raigns the conduct of his seperior, how- 
ever bad, invariably custs away all hope of 
promotion. Two or three cases, among the 
numerous ones which I have heard, will 
illustrate this. A commander who some 
years since had a sloop of war on the West 
Indian station, was a notorious, a daily, 
drunkard,—his beastiality was such that he 
was more than once carried io a state of 
drunken lethargy from the water-closet to 
his bed; he was often found in indelicate 
or rather revolting positions by the officers 
who had occasion to call him by night on 
points of duty : more, he absolutely pusished 
two menat the gangway for drunkenness, he 
being at the time of infliction in a state of 
intoxication. Could any other feeling but 
the firmly-received opinion, “ that any refer- 
ence of his conduct to a higher authority 
would, whatever its consequences might be 
to him, inevitably crush the fature hopes of 
that officer who should take the step,” have 
prevented them one and all from immedi. 
ately exposing his infamous proceedings to 
the commander-in chief? But the case is 
still stronger. Some time afterwards he 
quarrelled with his first lieutenant, who, 
unable longer to bear his iasults and op- 
pressive conduct, at length wrote to the 
commander-in-chief to solicit a court-martial 
upon him for certain specitic charges, the 
above among the rest. Now, the imperative 
rule of the service forbids any letter to be 
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sent the commander-in-chief, or to the Ad- 
miralty, except through the captain of the 
ship to whom it is always sent open for his 
inspection, The commander to prove its 
receipt, immediately penved another to the 
commander-in-chief demanding a court- 
martial upon his liewtenant ; his letter, of 
course, obtained the precedence, and had 
these courts-martial taken place, the lieu- 
tenant would have been tried first, and 
whether acquitted or convicted, his sabse- 


}quent accusations, although first made, 


would bave bad the appearance of being 
dictated by malice; for among other beanti- 
ful principles of the practice of courts-mar- 
tial, is that of not allowing any recriminative 
process in the cross-examination—that must 
he confined to the facts of the case being 
tried ; besides which, it should be remem- 
bered, that none of inferior rank to a com- 
mander can sit on the court-martial ; and as 
they and the captains are generally intimate 
with each other when cruising on the same 
station, he, the lieutenant, would most pro- 
bably have been tried by his own captain's 
personal friends. The result was, that by 
he interposition of the commander-in-chief, 
they were both indaced to withdraw their 
charges, and the lieutenant removed to ano- 
ther ship, and the said commander was pro- 
moted to the rank of captain at her Majesty's 
coronation, 

It is scarcely three years since that a sloop 
of war, being ordered to England to be paid 
off, was at Tampico to obtain freight ; and 
here one merchant had made himself conspi- 
cuoas in his good offices to her commander, 
in making his house a home to, and collect- 
ing freight for bim. The freight, a large 
one, was to be sent op board the day subse- 
quently ; and on some business connected 
with it, the commander was walking to the 
merchant's counting-heuse, when, in passing 
through a court-yard, and something withia 
the limits of the house-dog’s chain, the ani- 
mal few out of his kennel, and tore his 
trousers, but without including his leg in 
the operation. He immediately walked in, 
and asked bis friend the merchant whether 
he could lawfully killa dog who had thus 
flown at him? The merchant said “ Yes ;” 
he believed that by law he would be jasti- 
fied in domg so.” Our noble commander 
thea told him that it was his own dog, and 
that he should bave him put to death; the 
merchant requested that he would not, that 
the dog was a peculiar favourite of the 
family, and that it would not have harmed 
him had be not gone so pear. All was to no 
purpose ; two of his boat’s crew coming up 
from the landing-place, he ordered one (the 
cockswain, I believe,) to cut the dog's 
throat: he refased to do so. He then or- 
dered the other, who, afraid of his anger, 
did it. On arriving on board, the one who 
had refused was put into the report, and 
flogged for disobedience of orders, 
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In this case the officers and men were, as | fancy a man in command who, as in my first 
is usual, present; they all knew the circum-! instance, daily committed himself, and who 
stances of the case, and yet the wretch who/ dared not, therefore, bring an officer toa 
was chief actor in this seene of iniquity | court-martial, would he hesitate to blast the 
escaped with impunity, as far as the service | character of one whom he both feared and 
was concerned. He, however, most de-| hated? 
servedly lost all his freight; and the mer- Bat, although these extreme results of 
chants were all thoroughly disgusted with | the constitation of the service are happily 
him, pot frequent, yet so long as the principle 

Some years since a lieutenant and surgeon | exists, and human natere remains what it is, 
were heard to say something disrespectful | so long must the service prove a hazardous 
of their captain in the midshipman’s berth : | pr fession to those who feel that indepen- 
it was reported to him; they subsequently | deace of mind which would lead them,even 
made an apology, which the captaia con- | by looks, to express resentment of injustice 
sidered ample, and accepted as such, and / and insult; and although the great majority 
the affair was thought to be settled; the | of captains are much more cautious in their 
occurrence, however, came by some means | conduct toward their subordinates than in 
to the ears of the commander-in-chief, who|the cases above-mentioned, yet is their 
sent for them, and obtained from them ad- | power so uncontrolled, that many do asurp 
missions of their fault, and then ordered a/ a tone, a language, and a manner, which 
court-martial upon them, sat himself as pre-| they would not dare to do on shore; do 
sident, contrary to all usage and precedent, | sometimes, in the plenitude of their power, 
and they were, of course, cashiered. Now forget that they are talking to gentlemen, I 
the commander-in-chief is allowed by the have seen a captain's fist (the dexter finger 
Admiralty to Gli op all death and court-| only unfurled) shaking near a subordinate’s 
martial vacancies ; and the curiosity of this | face, when, had it been done on shore, and in 
case is, that he immediately put his own! plain clothes, the latter might have eaten 
nephew into the lieutenant’s vacancy, and | bim, boots and all; and yet were the sabor- 
on the station it was currently reported that | dinate in this, or an analogous case, to try 
he tried them with that view. In common the superior, the latter might possibly in 
law, had any such informality taken place,| some instances receive a gentle censure : 
the jadgment would have been quashed: the the accaser would thenceforward be a 
Admiralty, however, confirmed it; confirmed marked man, and would never rise. An- 
a judgment, although obtained contrary to other mode much in practice with our 
all usage and precedent, tartars, is to silence a subordinate officer 

This principle of despotism is farther who essays to excolpate himself, with 
strengthened by a sort of ** holy inquisition” “ Silence, sir; not a word, or] will put you 
which exists in the service, and which de-| under an arrest.” 
pends upon an order issued by the Admi- There are numerons other petty instances 
ralty to all captains to send them a quar-/ of this despotism, which, if not positively 
terly private report of their officers ; this is, ungentlemanly, render the ship extremely 
of course, considered strictly confidential: uncomfortable: thas, notwithstanding the 
if, therefore, an officer’s character should Admiralty issued a volaminous series of 
suffer in this way, not only has he no op-| what they call “ general printed instruc- 
portunity of defending himself (be never | tions,” to which they add detached orders as 
even knows that it is so), but goes on serv- | requisite, and in which the duties of each 
ing with false hopes of advancement until class of officers are distinctly specified, cap- 
worn out, or otherwise disposed of, in some | tains do not think their authority sufficiently 
unhealthy climate. It were much more illustrated unless they issae a series of 
merciful to try an offender, if one were so,| orders for their own ship, and a precious 
and at once to send him out of the service, example of legislation they usually are; 
—and, God knows, the articles of war and hence the service is by no means what it 
the general printed iustructions are suffi- should be, “ an uniform one.” In one ship 
ciently stringent and powerful, and afford | an officer must be in a cocked hat and boots, 
sufficient facilities for ridding the service of | buttoned op, and armed, as was the case a 
all maoner of subordinate offenders. ‘few years since with all the squadron io the 

One might imagine, from so important | West Indies, because they hada dandy com- 
and irresponsible a trust being confided to | mander-io-chief, who was perfectly igaorant 
them, that all captains were just and honour- | of the causes of fever; another allows his 
able, and serheetiy uninfuenced by the officers to dress as they please; a third does 
petty, malicious, and vindictive feelings and | not like straw hats; a fourth cats down the 
prejadices of this little world of ours; but | hen-coops and cattle-pens, occupying, how- 
from experience I should say, that the deve-| ev er, as much room as he likes for his own 
lopment of these propensities is somewhat | stock, notwithstanding that they are allowed 
larger in them than in most other classes of by the service as mach for the gun-room 
men. No man of honour would take ad- officers as for himself; a fifth endeavours to 
vantage of this order except to praise ; but , make his ship as much like a prison as he 
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cap, restricting leave, and allowing no shore- 
boat to come alongside afier sunset: hence 
if an officer wishes to take an evening walk, 
he must also enjoy the luxury of a bed on 
shore, and its accompanying expense. Some 
captains allow the officers the use of ship's 
boats at all convenient times, others do not. 
I have heard of a midshipman, verging on 
manhood, being sent every morning, through 
a severe winter, to take care of the boat, 
while the captain's cook milked his goat, by 
which means the captain probably saved one 
farthing per morning. 

An assistant-surgeon was lately ordered 
by the first lieutenant to pump off the con- 
tents of the stomach of a drunken man. Io 
the course of last war surgeons were fre- 
quently ordered to perform the disgusting 
and offensive duty of examining the women 
preparatory to their dispersion among the 
men; and | have nodoubtit would again be 
tried should a war reoder the custom of ad- 
mitting women to the ship, instead of sead 
ing the men on shore, necessary, or rather | 
expedieot. Huodreds of other strange | 
orders might be adduced, which would go! 
to prove that commanding officers in general 
only consult their owa will or caprice, and | 
not the benefit or welfare of those they com. | 
mand ; or if too lazy to govern their own | 
ship, allow their first lieutenants to try their | 
powers of legislation, which is still more! 
galling. If, sir, in short, an officer would 
endeavour to go quietly through the service, | 
he must be prepared to give up all his social, 
civil, and political rights, 

Bat before quitting the theme, I earnestly 
wish to impress upon the atteution of cap- 
tains in the navy a fact, of which I believe 
very few of them are cognisant, viz., ** that 
martial law is, as lawyers define it, only an 
excrescence of the common law of their 
country,” aod that it, with the general 
printed instructions (which the Admiralty | 
are authorised to issue in virtue of ber 
Majesty's commission), only protects them in 
their acts so long as they keep strictly 
within their boundaries; that if they ia the 
Jeast trangress them, they are not only liable 
to martial law, but to the civil or criminal 
codes of their country, as the case may be ; 
and thus the civil code has awarded damages 
for unjust imprisonment, &c., on board: nor | 
do I doubt that the man who was flogged 
because he would pot cut the throat of a 
dog, might have obtained heavy damages 
from his captain on his return to England. 
In martial law, the case would have turned 
upon the meaning of the word “ lawful ;” 
“whosoever shall disobey any law/ul com- 
mand of his superior officer ;” and as the 
captains would in such case be the sole 
judges of its signification, the sufferer would 
obtain no satisfaction from that source. II- 
lustrative of their carelessness or ignorance 
of this responsibility, I will state one point 
in which I believe many disobey the letter 
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of the law; at all events, I know that this 
has occurred during the whole time of ove 
ship’s commission, Some few years since a 
boy jumped overboard in consequence of the 
boatswain's tyranny, and was drowned ; the 
Admiralty had previous to this time cur- 
tailed the captain’s power of punishment of 
the men, by restricting the number of lashes, 
and by ordering that a warrant should be 
made out “or the punishment of each culprit 
detailing the crime, and signed by the cap- 
tain and the complaining officer, by or- 
dering that this warrant should be publicly 
read before the punishment, and which was 
not to be inflicted in less than twenty-four 
hours from the commission of the offence, 
and that a quarterly return of the punish- 
ments should be sent to the Admiralty ; and 


| previous to these regulations it was essen- 


tially necessary, and still is so, that all 
punishments should be inserted in the log. 
I believe that it was in consequence of the 
publicity aod anger indaced by the circum- 
stances of this case, that the Admiralty en- 
joined the same regulations with reference 
to the punishment of boys, Now, I believe 
it to be again a custom, and in one ship I 
vouch for the fact, to punish the boys as 
formerly by the agency of the Orst licatenant 
without insertion in the log, or in the quar- 
terly returo; hence the captains make a 
false return of punishments; and however 
slightly this may be thought of on board a 
man-of- war, they do, by the illegality of the 
punishment so inflicted, render themselves 
liable to a civil action by the fathers of the 
boys so flogged, or to a criminal one by any 


| who may choose to take the trouble of going 


before a grand jury. 

Another great injustice committed in the 
service is this: po servitude for pensions 
or Greenwich is allowed before the age of 
eighteen, and not then if still rated as a boy. 
Now, the Admiralty restrict the complements 
of the various rates to so many men and so 
many boys; the consequence is, that to ob- 
tain as much physical force as they can, the 
captains keep many rated as boys who are 
justly entitled to the rating of ordinary sea- 
men; and this, it should be remembered, as 
not a mere temporary deprivation of their 
just pay, but of all their time until rated as 
seamen, 

l have mentioned these last cases, sir, to 
prove that captains are not averse to injas- 
tice ifit serve their owa purposes ; the whole 
picture will prove that if they have the dis- 
position or wish to annoy,they can do so with 
impunity. 

To this subjection to irresponsible power, 
with its frequent accompaniments of caprice, 
injustice, and insult, let the aspirant fora 
naval medical appoiotment add, the neces- 
sary and unnecessary restrictions aod priva- 
tions of a thraldom of little less than thirty 
years for the acquisition of an annnity of 
somewhat more than 200/, a-year, but which, 
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from the uncertainty of life, not one in| 
twenty obtain, and he will have the basis 
for a just estimation of the extent of his) 


mucous membrane is endowed.* It would be 
a valuable but elaborate task to account for 
the causes of secondary attacks of inflam- 


hopes in life. Iam, Sir, your obedieat ser- | mation in the intestines, or those which de- 
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INFLAMMATION OF THE INTESTINES 


By Joun James Macoreaor, M.D., Physi- 
cian to the Soath-Eastern Dispenosary, 
Dublio, Ac. 


peod upon, or at least succeed, the diseases 
of other organs. There can be little doubt 
that in many of those examples, such as in 
the ulcerated bowel of phthisis, tubercles 
may be found in the intestine eoeval with 
their first development in the lungs; but 
generally speaking such is not the case, for 
the first symptoms of intestinal disease sel- 
dom occur Ull towards the close of this fatal 
disorder, and after the structure of the luog 
is more or less disorganised, aod all its 
healthy functions impeded or destroyed. 
Phe question, thea, naturally arises, whe- 
ther the diseased intestine proceed from this 
fuactional derangement, or from an original 


| constitutional morbid action or predisposi- 





No tissue of the haman body in a state of 
health or discase has attracted mere of the 
scrutiny of the anatomist or physician at 
home aud abroad than the mucous mem- 
brane; aad itis only requisite for a moment 
to reflect upon the interesting and important 
relation it bears in the performance of 
healthy functions, and of the distressing 
and too frequently fatal results which ensue 
from its primary and secondary lesions, to 
feel convinced that such should be the 
case. 

To enter at length into the etiology of in- 
testinal mucous indummations is not the ob- 
ject of this article, as it would embrace too 
wide a field of speculation for our present 
purpose, which is of more practical tea- 
dency. But it may be observed, that while 
a vast deal of time and labour have been 
successfully occupied in France and other 
countries in throwing light upon the proxi-, 
mate causes of gastritis and enterites, the 
more remote causes, as they are technically 
styled, although existing in the coustilution, 
and of vastly more importance, have been 
thrown into the shade of unmerited neglect. 
It is scarcely necessary to add, that those 
remarks apply to the subject of specific in- 
flammations, such as those which ensue in 
the course of a protracted disease of the re- | 
Spiratory organs, That the occurrence of 
primary acute attacks of the liaing membrane 
of the excretory tubes is pot much more 
frequent than we fiad it, has often been a 
source of wonder in our mind; it is only 
necessary to consider the constant exposure | 
to which they are liable to crude and bighly- 
irritating substances, and the sympathy 
which exists between the bowels and the 
surfaces of the body, not to speak of mental | 
depression and excitement alternating so fre- 
quently in the course of one day, to feel that 
the exquisitely delicate and beautiful orga- | 
nisation of the tissue is alone preserved by | 
its soft and yielding nature, as well as by 
the speedy reparative process with which | 


tion toa specific inflammation, The latter 
view is, perhaps, true in some instances ; 
but a little reflection will convince us that 
the great majority of cases of phthisical 
diarrhoea are of a secondary character, aod 
depend either upon the increasing and pro- 
tracted lesion of the lungs, or upoo the par- 
tial or complete derangement of the diges- 
tive apparatos. In those cases not only is 
the quantity of the blood affected, but the 
quality and proper circulation of that fluid 
is altered aud impeded, so that the iatestinal 
inflammation or congestion which ensues is 
clearly the result of a diseased interference 
with both cifal and physical laws which re- 
gulate the system in its normal condition, 
It would appear that this condition of parts 
does not merely depend upon the obstruction 
to the circulation through the diseased lung, 
because we never fod it in other pulmonary 
affections, such as pneumonia, where the 
lung becomes solidified, or its cells filled 
with fluid ; however, in this disease the or- 
gains of digestion are unimpaired, and, at all 
events, the obstruction in the lung is of too 
brief duration to admit of such fatal effects.¢ 
If the preceding proposition be admitted, it 
therefore follows that any merely local re- 
medy must be of very temporary benefit, 
and that the views of the physician should 
extend to the alteration of the condition to 
which the digestive and circulatory systems 
are reduced, as well as to the inflamed bowel, 
It cannot be denied that most writers of any 
eminence ou phthisis agree in this view of 
the matter, and do not fail to recommend a 


* Nothing can, perbaps, better exemplify 


| this fact, than the rapidity with which the 


liming membrane of the mouth is restored 
after being destroyed by any hot substance, 
and the short time it takes to repair the ma- 
cous membrane which is stripped off in 
dy senteric disease. 

+ Ulecerated bowels and diarrhoea, how- 
ever, seldum occur eveo in chronic pneu- 
mobia, 
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judicious combination of constitutional and 
local treatment ; but this mode of treatment 
proceeds more from the instinctive notion 
that it is necessary to support the general 
strength of their patient, than with the view 
of acting upon the eliminating process of 
chylification ; it is making matters worse to 
throw more work upon the digestive organs 


than they are able to perform ; therefore, at | 


the same time that nutritive diet is ordered, 
it should be seen that the system is able to 


make a proper ase of those sapplies so ne- | 
cessary for its support. Phthisical diar-| 


rhoea is considered too much in the light of 
& mere symptom of the disease going on in 
the lungs, and the routine treatment of me- 


dical men, if our view be correct, must usa- 
ally fail of even alleviating this distressing | 


sequela. It will be seen that in one case 
the treatment employed effectually checked 
italtogether. The following is the ordinary 
treatment of phthisical diarrhora:—If there 
exist pain upon pressure over the hy pogas- 
tric or pubic regions, a few leeches are re- 
commended, to be followed up with a warm 
poultice or fomentation, to be repeated ac- 
cording to circumstances, such as the uneasi- 
ness continuing, and the strength of the pa- 
tient permitting ; this is succeeded by a blis- 
ter, tartar emetic ointment, or croten-oil 
liaiment, or, what is still better, if mesen- 
teric disease be palpable, an opiate or bella- 
donna plaster over the abdomen. As the 
pain often proceeds from mesenteric or peri- 
toneal inflammation or irritation, relief is ob- 
tained, but the dysenteric symptoms are un- 
altered, and the poor sufferer, in addition to 
his other symptoms of cough, dyspnoea, and 
the mortal faintings of his awful malady, is 
every half-hour on the bed-pan writhing 
with tenesmus and prolapsus ani. Chicken 
broth and other emollient enemata yield a 
temporary relief, and for a while sooth bis 
pain, but are soon evacuated. Opium is 
added to the next injection, or a suppository 
is administered, and the patient is cheered 
by a transient gleam of hope: the opium 
checks the frequency of the discharge for 
some hours, but it is only like smouldering 
fire, which, after a little, is sure to burst 
forth with still greater fierceness from the 
ineffectual suppression it has received. Hy- 
drargyrum c. creta, combined with Dover's 
powder, the compound chalk mixture, with 
catechu, kino, bematoxylon, and all the 
other routine astringents, are tried, but with 
only temporary benefit; and the sufferer 
often falls into the hands of the ignorant 
nurse-tender who puzzles her brain for a 
specific, but all her skill extends no farther 
than port-wine or brandy. Acetate of lead 
by enema or pill is had recourse to, but it 
also fails, for this powerful medicine is of 
no use in those cases. 

Invaluable as practitioners find this prepa- 
ration in checking violent hamoptoe, me- 
norrbagia, aud other discharges, both bloody 
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and serous, it certainly cannot be relied on 
in the diarrhoea of phthisis, The reason is 
obvious: its peculiar action is upon the 
mouths of those vessels which are employed 
in super-secretion, or, perhaps, it acts asa 
| general sedative on the system at large, and 
|allays the heart’s action, as well as that of 
the entire arterial system, But in the dis- 
ease of the bowels in phthisis, the discharge 
is the result of inflammation, and often de- 
struction of parts ; and we find that all such 
medicines merely arrest the secretions for a 
time, till they occur again with greater vio- 
lence. The ulcerated intestine remains un- 
altered, If we hope to be of any real ser- 
vice, it most be throngh the employment of 
means which, at all events, will change the 
diseased action of the bowel, and restore it 
to its original state, and perhaps, at the 
same time, affect the entire system. 
Surgeons have been long acquainted with 
jthe value of the nitrate of silver in a 
| variety of forms, as an application to ulcers, 
not only externally, but in the various in- 
fammations affecting the mucous tissues, 
such as cynanche, gornorrhara, gleet, con- 
junctivitis, &c.; and it may be said to be 
the most valuable remedy known in those 
diseases. We know it has been highly re- 
| commended internally, in the form of pills, 
for dyspepsia and epilepsy, by numerous 
practitioners, without, however, bestowing 
much consideration upon its modus operandi. 
I have repeatedly given it in both diseases : 
in the former with decided benefit ; in the 
latter, as might be anticipated, witbont the 
slightest. 

In the May number of the “ Dublin Me- 
dical Journal,” for 1840, there is an interest- 
ing communication from Dr. Hadson, of 

Navan, opon the use of the nitrate in dys- 
}pepsia and serous diarrhara, in which he 
adduces some well-marked examples of the 
complete efficacy of this powerfal medicine, 
In ordinary dysentery, Dr. Rummel! recom- 
mends strychnine, which is confirmed by the 
united testimony of Drs. Graves and Stokes, 
in their admirable clinical reports of the 
Meath Hospital. 

The sulphate of copper has been highly 
spoken of in similar cases of chronic dysen- 
tery, and recommended by Mackintosh and 
Eliiotson. It is, however, to the treatment 
of the diarrhoea or dysentery attendant upon 

|the latter stages of phthisis, that I am 
/anxious more particularly to draw the at- 
| tention of the profession, with the view of 
| alleviating, at least, this most distressing 
complaint, which hurries so many thousand 
victims annually to an early grave, adding 
in no small degree to the amount of their 
sufferings. According to the views gene- 
rally entertained of the nature of the com- 
plaint, which experience proves to be cor- 
rect, it is impossible that mere astringents 
can be of any real benefit, for reasons already 
stated ; and it is necessary to turn our at- 
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tention to a medicine which will, in all pro-| same may be said of opiates and astringents 


bability, exercise a local action upon the 
diseased intestine, and a tonic power 
throughout the system at large, beginning 
with the digestive organs, 

The nitrate of silver combines, we know, 
both those properties, and it is more than 
probable that its good effects in many cases 
of dyspepsia arise from those two actions ; 
for most of those instances in which I have 
witnessed its success, were such as to exhi- 
bit decided proofs of chronic inflammation 
of the stomach and debility. A question 
arises whether no chemical change takes 
place in the laboratory of chylification, 
which may change the nature of the salt 
before it could possibly reach the lower 
bowels. It is probable such change does 
take place, but it seems to have no effect in 
altering its beneficial action. I do not think 
it is taxing our credulity to sappose that 
this medicine changes the action of the ulce- 
rated intestine when it comes into contact 
with it, in the same manner as we koow it 
to act upon other inflamed surfaces. Its 
efficacy in the diarrhoea of phthisis may, 
however, be more confidently reckoned on 
when taken in the form of pills, than when 
administered as anenema. This may arise 
from its influence on the system, combined 
with its local action, or the greater certainty 
of its application to the inflamed surface. 


The physician may fearlessly employ it ia | 
any proportion he judges proper; for, con-| 
trary to what we might be inclined to sup- | 
pose from its caustic properties, its internal 
night, I was sent for, by her medical attend- 


use is unattended with any danger. 


A medical friend of mine was touching an! 


ulcer of the throat with a stick of lunar- 
caustic, which snapped off quite close to his 
fingers, and he assured me that pot less than 
a scruple passed down into the man’s sto- 
mach, For a moment he was startled, but 
the event proved that not the slightest bad 
effect was to be apprehended—the patient 
did not suffer any inconvenience. Such a 
phenomenon as this would go far to prove 
the occurrence of chemical change: if it 
do take place, the new salt is not an inert 
one. The effect of the nitrate of silver is 
not more surprising in checking the progress 
of inflammation of the mocous membrane of 
the intestines than in ulcers of the cornea,* 
where it may be said to act almost speci- 
fically in arresting those rapid destructions 
of parts. Lam convinced, however, that io 
phthisical diarrhoea its combined action is 
called into play. Ithas beeo said of digi- 
talist that its effect is to restrain inflamma. 
tory action rather than to subdue it; the 





* IT lately witnessed a case of a little girl 
who had stramous ophthalmia, with a deep 
ulcer of the cornea, which in a few hours 
more would have perforated, if the nitrate 
had not been applied in time, 

* Scudamore on Rheumatism. 


leeches to be applied over the right iliac 





in phthisical diarrhoea: they only restrain 
the secretion for a brief period, without pro- 
ducing any effect upon the diseased mem- 
brane or general circulation, 

Before I proceed to the ennmeration of 
cases, I cannot avoid alluding to a most im- 
portant point which I have not yet touched 
on—I shall put it in the form of a query. 
Does the arrest of the diarrhaca ever induce 
dropsy, or fatal disease of some other vital 
organ? I mast confess that in one interest- 
ing case in which I sacceeded in completely 
checking the complaint, after it had ran its 
course for some months, dropsy of the chest 
set in for some time before death super- 
vened, and I was inclined to attribate its 
oceurrence (for it took place suddenly) to 
the cessation of the diarrhaea; but whether 
such was the cause or not I cannot presume 
to say: there, however, were few, if any, 
symptoms of dropsy till the diarrhora was 
stopped. The followingare a few cases se- 
lected from my notes :— 

L. M., a lady, aged twenty-three, ina most 
precarious state of health for some years, 
and constantly requiring medical aid, the 
uterine and digestive fuactions mach de- 
ranged, whole appearance strongly indica- 
tive of the existence of latent tubercle, 
although no pulmonary symptoms had as 
yetsetin, was attacked with diarrhoea in 
the month of April, 1840, while on a visit ia 
the country. The bowel complaint con- 
tinued with slight intermission till the 
month of June, when, io the middle of the 


her. Oca this occasion 
was suddenly seized with a violent 
spasmodic attack, which, however, soon 
subsided. My attention was then directed to 
the state of her bowels. I was informed that 
her stools averaged from six to seven in the 
course of the twenty-four hours: upon exa- 
mination they proved to be highly fortid and 
of a slimy consistence, more or less mixed 
with seybale., She complained of much paia 
immediately before and after each stool, 
and had excessive tenesmus and occasional 
prolapsus ani, The abdomeu was distended 
and tympanitic, aod intolerable pain was 
felt upon the most moderate pressure of the 
hand, particularly over the right iliac region, 
Her pulse varied from 112 to 120, was 
sharp, bat easily comp essed; skin hot; 
great thirst; imappetence; she was ex- 
tremely emaciated and excessively weak ; 
her face was blanched, and slightly swollea 
about the eyelids; she had no cough, and 
auscultation elicited no morbid sign, except 
severe palpitation of the heart from nervous 
irritation, 

Her gums were slightly affected from 
alterative doses she had been taking of 
hydeargyrum cum creta and Dover's pow- 
der before I saw her. We ordered four 


ant’s advice, to see 


she 
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region, where she complained of much pain, | the whole catalogue of astringent medicines; 
aod an enema of chicken broth was adminis-| and what is remarkable, from the month of 
tered, from which she obtained temporary June till October, when she died, never re- 
relief, but in a few hours the diarrhoea and | turned, She continued to take the pills to 
painreturned, The acetate of lead had been | the last, without suffering any inconvenience 
tried in an enema without any good result, from them. In this case of phthisis the late 
the diarrhoea soon recurring with increased | supervention of the pulmonary symptoms 
violence, as if the sudden arrest of the se-| proves the correctness of the diagnosis at 
cretion, without altering the seat of inflam-| the period when they were entirely absent. 





mation, had only served to increase it. A) 


Cast 2.—Patrick Rorke, aged twenty-one, 


grain and a half of the nitrate of silver tall and narrow-chested, bigh-shouldered, 


in two ounces of distilled water, with halfa 
drachm of the acetous tincture of opium, 
was given io the form of enema, and re- 
peated occasionally with marked benefit. 


The stools were reduced to four in the 
course of the four-and-twenty hours, bat the | 


pain still continued in the right iliac region. 
A consultation was proposed, and Sir 
Henry Marsh was called in to see the 
patient. It was resolved to continue 
the nitrate, and to give it in the form of 
pills, begioning with a grain dissolved in 
distilled water, and rubbed up with crumb 
of bread and one quarter of a grain of ex- 
tract of opium in each pill, to be taken 


every sixth hour, The improvement which | 


took place was gratifying: the stools were 
reduced to two in the twenty-four hours, 


and the tenesmus was much lessened ; blis- | 


ters were applied to the abdomen, and the 
patient allowed to take broiled meat, wine, 
asses’ milk with syrup of capillaire, &c. 
She was pow permitted to leave her room, 
and take air and exercise in the garden, for 
two or three hours daily, in a Bath chair. 
The pain still continuing in the iliac region, 
an opiate plaster was spread over the abdo- 
men. She slept tolerably well, and con- 
tinued to improve under this treatment, 
without regaining much strength, or a return 
of her appetite, tll the latter end of Sep- 
tember. The diarrhoea had never returned, 
and there was little or no uneasiness upon 
pressing the abdomen. The stools had as- 
sumed their natural appearance and consist- 
ence. Haviog expressed a strong desire to 
be sent to the sea-side, her wishes were gra- 
tifed, and during her residence there I 
visited her three or four times a-week, 
Her spirits were more cheerful, but she was 
very weak and deadly pale. Towards the 
middle of October she complained of slight 
cough, and the palpitations became more 
distressing ; pulse tolerable; sleeps well; 
strongly desirous of life; cough more dis- 
tressing ; effusion into the chest and cellu- 
lar membrane ; cough relieved by a blister. 
She was now removed into town at her own 
desire, when the effusion suddenly increased, 
and towards the end of October she expired 
without a struggle. 

It is necessary to offer bat a few observa- 
tions on the above case, The diarrhcea, 
and other symptoms of diseased intestine, 
yielded almost immediately to the nitrate of 
silver, after having fortwo mouths resisted 


the lith the bowels remained unmoved, 


| trade a shoemaker, applied for advice at the 

South-Eastera Dispensary in the month of 
| July, 1840. He complained of an acute 
pain ia bis right side, which was increased 
upon taking a full inspiration; severe and 
hollow cough; copious yellow expectora- 
tion, streaked with blood; had been obliged 
to relinguish work from extreme weakness; 
had distressing dyspo@a and palpitation ; 
lost flesh considerably ; bad appetite; pulse 
120, but compressible; most distressing 
diarrhoea and night-sweats, 

I visited this patient at his own house, 
and discovered a large cavity beoeath the 
clavicle in the upper lobe of the right lung. 
He could not bear the slightest pressure 
over the abdomen, and was on the night- 
chair every twenty minutes. A few leeches 
were ordered to the abdomen, with fomenta- 
tions of poppy-heads and extract of bella- 
doona. He was ordered to take a pill, com- 
posed of one grain of nitrate of silver, a 
quarter of a grain of extract of opium, and 
three grains of compouad cinoamon-powder, 
every three hours, Upon the following day 
I found the stools had been redaced to four 
in the course of the twenty-four bours, and 
| that he had slept better than for some weeks, 

He was allowed broiled mutton and porter: 
| the night-sweats were also diminished. I 
saw him two or three times a-week for 
nearly a month, during which time the diar- 
rhoea had not returned, the stools being re- 
daced to two in the four-aod-twenty hours, 
without any pain. The cough remained 
stationary, and by my advice the patieot 
went to the country, after which 1 never 
again heard of him, 

In the above case no astringents nor 
opiates had been tried, the relief obtained 
from the vitrate of silver was immediate. 
Case 3. Ordinary Chronic Diarrhea.— 
| Mary Brennan, aged forty, bas had a most 
| distressing diarrhoea for four mooths, for 
| which she has been in hospital, and ander 
}the care of several medical men, without 
| obtaining the slightest relief. She attributes 

the complaint to her having eaten too mach 
new vegetables. She was ordered to take 
the nitrate of silver, with watery extract of 
opium, in the proportions already mentioned, 

i2h August, she thought they disagreed 
with her, and increased the number of stools, 

I told her, however, to persevere, and on the 
following day she bad only two stools. Oa 
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15th, one stool; appetite mach improved. 
I did not see her agaia for a week, when she 
was quite well. 

Case 4.—May 5, 1840, John Boordman, 
aged sixty-four, florid complexion, by trade 


a weaver, applied for relief at St. Peter's) 


Dispensary, stated, he bad diarrhora for the 
last eighteen months; guing to stool at least 
a dozen times in the twenty-four hours, 
About a year and a half ago he had been 
operated upon by Mr. Colles, at Stephen's 
Hospital, for a tamour of the scalp, and was 
immediately after seized with a bowel com- 
plaint, which to the present period had re- 
sisted every means tried by medical men in 
England and Ireland; his trade sometimes 
obliging him to visit the former country. He 
complained of no pain; and bis stools were 
watery, and of a dark brown colour; very 
feetid ; no admixture of blood or scybale ; 
no gastric symptoms; urine greatly dimi- 
nished in quantity. He was ordered, 


Nitrate of silver, gr. xij ; 
Watery extract of opium, gr. iij ; 
Extract of gentian, gr. xviij. 


To he made into twelve pills; one to be 
taken after every liquid stool. 

May 9th, he called on me, and stated he 
was much better; his stools were reduced 
from twelve to two daily ; quantity of urine 
much increased. The pills were ordered to 
be continued, 

15th, continues much better; stools two 
in the twenty-four hours, still dark-coloured 
and serous. 

Aug. 10th, I did not see him again till this 
date, wheu he called on me, as lL bad desired 
him : remains perfectly well; has but one 
stool in the four-and-twenty hours. 

Observation.—1 was afraid of dropsy set- 
ting in in this case after the diarrhara was 
checked, both from the long continuance 
and great quantity of the serous discharge, 
which was so suddenly arrested by the em- 
ployment of the nitrate of silver, from a 
notion I had conceived that it was an effort 
of the constitution which might not permit 
any interference with impunity. The result, 
however, removed my apprehensions, espe- 
cially as the kidneys resumed their natural 
function. I have no doubt that chrovic 
infammation of the bowels was the cause of 
the diarrhoea, both in this end the preceding 
case. 

Case 5.—Jobhn Taafe, aged 27, by trade a 
sawyer, dark hair and sallow complexion, 
had several attacks of hemoptysis, which 
were all relieved by venesection and acetate 
of lead; a well-marked cavity under left 
clavicle; distressing cough; emaciation, 
and profase diarrhora, attended with severe 
griping pains during stools, and mixed with 
scybalw and clots of blood. This man had 
colica pictonum, from the use of the acetate 
of lead; which was removed by repeated 
doses of sulphate of magnesia, sulphuric 
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acid, and distilled water. The diarrhoea, 
however, did not occur for two months after- 
wards, 

On the 25th of August, 1840, he ap- 
plied for relief; I found him in a most 
miserable state of debility, from pain and 
exhaustion; his stools amounting to thirty 
in the four-and.twenty hours: he was re- 
duced to a skeleton, and every particle of 
food he swallowed compelled him instantly 
to goto stool. I ordered him a grain of the 
nitrate of silver, with half a grain of the 
watery extract of opium, to be taken every 
three hours, and a belladonna and opiate 
plaster over the abdomen. He was ordered 
chicken, and one part of lime-water to two 
of boiled asses’ milk with syrup of capil- 
laire. 

Oa the 26th I found him much refreshed 
and in better spirits ; he had only four stools 
in the twenty-four hours, and had got seve- 
ral hours of interrupted sleep. 

He went on favourably, without any re- 
turn of the diarrhoea, till he omitted taking 
the pills for some days, when it again re- 
curred, but not with such severity. I ordered 
him one-twelfth of a grain of strychnine, 
with half a grain of extract of opium; to be 
repeated after each stool. 

On the loth of September, no diarrhoea; 
was able to sit up in bed, and felt mach 
lighter; but towards night he suddenly ex- 
pired, from an attack of profuse hemoptoe, 
brought on by a fit of coughing. 

It would take up too mach space, and 
would, in other respects, be useless to pro- 
long this selection of cases: as those I have 
chosen, from several noted down, sufficiently 
attest the power of the nitrate of silver 
ia the diarrbora attendant upon iuflamma- 
tion of the mucous membrane of the intes- 
tines, whether of a secondary or primary 
natare. It is, however, in affording relief 
in the bowel complaint attendant on phthisis 
that I consider it particularly valuable, and 
in no single case that I have tried it was I 
disappointed, In a few the disease, after 
being at first benefitted, recurred again; bat 
in almost all I found it to allay the pain and 
distressing tenesmus, and effectually arrest 
the alvine discharges, and thus afford days 
and weeks of ease and comfort to the suffer- 
ing patient, 





WENZELS’ CANAL, 


To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


Sir:—A contributor to your valuable 
Journal of August 21, Mr. Thomas Moore, 
has used my name, without any communi- 
cation with me on the subject, te support 
his claims to the discovery of a new strac- 
ture in the haman brain. This gentleman 
has stated that he discovered (during the 
session of 1540-41) that the canal described 
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by the brothers Wenzel, before terminating, 
passed between four eminences, two on 
each side, superior and inferior, which, 
being intersected by a transverse fissure, 
bore so great a resemblance to the tuber- 
cula quadrigemina, although considerably 
smaller ia size, that, at the time, they were 
named “tubercala quadrigemioa mioora.” 

This, he states, he exhibited to me and 
others at the time ; but he forgets to add, that 
both I and Dr. Leeson, the able demonstra- 
tor of anatomy at the college, stated it as 
our opinion, that this was probably the result 
of some manipulation. I beg leave also to 
add, that when Mr. Moore stated that he 
was authorised to use my name in testimony 
of the existence of this structure, he asserted 
what was not strictly correct, as he never 
asked my permissiva to do so, nor has he held 
any communication with me since he exhi- 
bited the unique specimen to me at the col- 
lege, last winter. 

For myself, I should add, that although I 
have dissected the human brain as fre- 
quently, and with as mach accuracy as 
most men, both ia the recent state, hardened 
in spirit, in alum solution, in nitric acid, 
&ec., yet, far from having seen the pecoliar 
appearance described by Mr. Moore, 


have never (in the healthy state) seen even | 


that described by the brothers Wenze). I 


remain yours, 
C,. Macaatyey, A.B., M.B. 
16, Nelson-street, Dublin, 
Sept. 17, 1841. 


—_——- 
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To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Siz :—Should the following case present 
anything new or uncommon, I shall feel 
much obliged by your giving it insertion io 
the pages of Tue Lancer. I remain, Sir, 


your obedient servant, 
R. Davis, Surgeon. 


1, Worship-square, Sept. 18, 1541. 





Ellen Parrott, a married woman, residing 
at 11, Queen-street, Spitalfields, applied to 
me some weeks since, in consequence of 
enlargement of the parotid glands, one of 
which had suppurated and discharged some 
years ago, leaving behind, the enlargement 
with an ugly cicatrix. She is rather stontly 
built, of florid complexion, strumous habit, 
and 37 years of age. She states that she 
commenced menstruating at 19 years of aze ; 
that the catamenia owly remained upon her 
for two days at that time, and that she was 


not again poorly for tliree years. She fur.) 


ther states that she did not meastruate 
again until she was 28 years old—a period 
of nine years from the present time; so that 
this woman has ouly menstruated three times 


ia the space of eighteen years, She has had | invalidate an election, or affect the iadi- 





no children, nor has she ever been in the 
family way. This is the oaly part of the 
ease which presents anything uncommon, 
having never read a case of a similar de- 
scription, although probably many are re- 
corded. As to the enlarged glands they are 
rapidly improving by the administration of 
a mixture, cousisting of tiacture of iodine, 
compound decoction of aloes, and infusion 
of gentian: I regret to say that she refused 
to submit to au examination of the uterus, 





LEGAL R#GHT TO PRESCRIBE AND 
COMPOUND. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sir:—I found the following statement 
amongst some of my papers, but I cannot 
call t» mind the case to which it refers, The 
statement was cut from a newspaper. If, 
however, it bears upon the fact that phy- 
sicians and surgeons can furnish medicines 
to their patients in Englend or Ireland it 
ought to obtain publicity, for there are few 
members, indeed, of the profession, who 
j know the precise line of demarcation by 
| which they are excluded from the privileges 
| of the chartered monopolists who coerce 





jthem. A few remarks from you by way of 
illustration might not be unacceptable to 
many of your readers, and will oblige, Sir, 
your obedient servant, 

D' Apert. 


Edisburgh, Sept. 10, 1841. 





“IMPORTANT TO MEDICAL MEN, 
“The following is the opinion of the 
atiorney-general relative te the right of sur- 
|geons and physicians to compound medi- 

cines ia hospilals and dispessaries :— 

“*T coneur io the opinion given by Ser- 
geaut Greene, oa the case laid before him ; 
aud I think that the 26th section of the Act, 

| on which this question is raised (31 Geo. 3, 





c. 34), is altogether confaed to the cases of 
apothecaries acting as such, aod has vo re- 
| ference to the practice of physicians ot sur- 
geons, so long as the latter confine them- 
selves to the duties of their offices, as the 
medical oflicers of public iastitutions, or to 
the supply of medicines (simple or com- 
pound) to their patients. Indeed, the very 
words of the section referred to in them- 
selves exclade the possibility of applying it 
to such cases; for they are,—‘ If any apo- 
thecary shall open shop,’ &c. &c.: and ia 
the preamble of the Act it is meationed as 
one of the reasons for its being passed— 
that the want of such regulations as are pro- 
vided by it, had led to* the disappointment 
of the physician.” I am, therefore, very 
| clearly of opinion, that in none of the cases 
put forward in these queries, could the Acts 
| relating to apothecaries be made use of to 
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vidual who may act in the manner described, 
if he be a duly-qualified physician or sur- 
geon, and confine his practice, as to the 
supply of medicines, to the public instita- 
tion to which he is attached, or to his pri- 
vate patients. 
(Signed) “* Maziene Brapy. 
ae January 4, 1840.’ ” 
(Dublin Paper.) 


*,* Adverse decisions have been given | 
by the judges in England upon the English 
Apothecaries’ Act repeatedly ; aud when-| 
ever a physician prescribes and compounds | 
th» medicines, he then, without doubt, is 
practising as an apothecary within the mean- 
ing of the Act, and is forthwith liable te 
prosecution for the recovery of the penalties 
bamed in the statute, 





ST. COLUMB UNION, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir:—As you have published one version | 
of the St. Columb Union affair, you will, 1 | 
hope, let mine appear also. When Mr.) 
Bullocke and myself teadered in April last, 
the guardians expressed a wish that the) 
surgeon whose tender might be accepted | 
should engage an assistant, and we agreed 
to do so as soon as we found that we could 
not by ourselves perform the duty to the 


satisfaction of the guardians and the poor. 


Mr, Bullocke’s tender being accepted by 
the guardians, it devolved upon him to ob- 
tain the required assistance; but as his 
appointment was not confirmed by the poor- 
law commissioners, he did not run the risk 
of engaging an assistant, so that the medi- 
cal relief of the union has thus unavoidably 
been supplied by a single surgeon for nearly 
halfa year. But now the guardians, with 
the sanction’ of the poor-law commis- 


sioners, have had the affair arranged in the | 


way which they first wished, and Mr. Bal- 
locke and myself, from Michaelmas next, 
have the appointment to the whole union, 


ST. COLUMB.—CHEMISTS’ 


| slightest inversion of the foot. 
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CHEMISTS’ DINNERS, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sia :—The College of Physicians ia Lon- 
don have decreed that no fellows or licen- 
tiates of their body shall agree or participate 
with chemists in the profits derivable from 
the sale of drugs ordered by them. This 
| regulation is honourable to the college and 
| beneficial to the public, and any infringe- 
ment of its spirit deserves exposure, Not- 
| Withstaoding this order, some chemists give 
dinner parties, to which physicians and pre- 
scribing surgeons, principally of the younger 
class, are in good numbers iavited, These 
dinners are regarded as trade dinners, and 
the fellows, licentiates, and prescribing sur- 
geons who attend them, are expected, as a 
quid pre que, to recommend the shop of their 
friend; or, as often as they may be called 
| upon, to lend their names for an advertise- 
| ment recommendatory of some new prepara- 
tion by Guodfellow, the chemist; and thus 
the chemist’s shop is introduced to, and kept 
before, the public, and the chemist, in grate- 
ful acknowledgment, recommends his dinner 
friend, Dr. Cleverman, as the most suitable 
persona to attend bis customer, Mr. Stand-in- 
need. As you, Mr. Editor, have proved 
yourself willing at all times to expose abuses, 
I re ly upon your readiness to give insertion 
to this note, I am, Sir, &e. 


A Hater or Tricgery. 











Distocation or THe Femur on true Dor- 
scm Iu, wrrnour Inversion oF THe Lima.— 
C. M., wtat. 23, muscular, had the injured 
limb shorter than the other by two inches, 
and incapable of extension, and without the 
“ There was 

an increased roundness of the joint, which 
| appeared to be due to the @at external sur- 
face of the trochanter major, projecting 
|direetly outwards, differing from the usual 
flattened appearance observed. The head 
| of the bone was with difficulty felt upon the 
|dorsum. At first sight it seemed as if the 
bone had been fractured through the tro- 
chanter, but on rotation the head of the bone 


If, therefore, there have been any injustice | 1 ved with the trochanter, affording a sufli- 


to the poor in the above union, the blame 

must rest solely with the associated medical 

gentlemen of that union, whose attempt to 

coerce the guardians has recoiled upon 

themselves. Lam, Sir, your obedient ser- | 

vant, Epwin Epmonps. 
Penzance, Sept. 14, 1841. 


*,.° Mr. Edmonds should retarn to school 
to learn the spirit and meaning of the word 
coerce, that he may not misuse the Queen's 


English in describing honourable efforts | 


which find no echo ia his own breast. 


cient sign of dislocation. The patient could 
himself flex the thigh upon the pelvis to 
some extent, but the slightest attempt at 
j}abduction by another gave him great pain. 
In the reduction, when the head of the bone 
was brought down to the edge of the aceta- 
| bulum,” Mr. Balley says, “ I passed a towel 
ander the upper part of the thigh, J drew the 
bone outwards, while an assistant rotated the 
limb inwards. In two minutes the head of 
the bone entered the acetabulum with the 
|usual noise, and with the restoration of its 
functions. The man did well.” — Prov, 
| Jour, 
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Notice.—We are requested by Mr. Bat- 
tley to state, that on Thursday, 30th Sept., 
he will exhibit in the Great Hall of the 
Royal College of Physicians, by permission 
of the President and Fellows, samples of 
Drugs, and of certain original and active 
Preparations, which he invites the members 
of the medical profession to inspect. The 
College will be open from 10 a.m. to 5 P.M. | 
Mr. Battley states that he wil! continue his 
analysis of these drugs during the autumn 
and winter months, at the Laboratory at-| 
tached to the Ophthalmic Hospital, Moor- 
fields ; and that the subjects of analysis will 
be regularly publicly preannounced. 





BOOKS RECEIVED, 





Evidence on the Non-restraint System of 
the Lincoln Lunatic Asylum. Extracted 
from the Minute-Book, by W. D. Cookson, 
one of the Physicians. Lincoln: Brooke, 
1841. Pp. 43. 

Practical Observations on Injuries of the 
Head. By William Sharp, F.R.S. Charchill, 
London. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS, 





We shall be unable to fiad room for the 
notes of Beta. He will be quite right in 
never misapplying the term whose significa- 
tion he has discassed. 

Mayawy will see that we took the thing 
in hand ourselves. 

Machaon should write to Dr. Rigby him- 
self for an explanation. The subject might 
interest but a small portion of the public. 

M. B.—The letter relating to the ingeauity 
and kindoess of Mrs. Millikin could be pub- 
lished on the cover, as an advertisement. 

If *L. will call at our office he shall re- 
ceive an answer to his questions. 

To a correspondent at Shadwell, whose 
signature we are unable to decypher, detail- 
ing to us the history of his “ singular” case, 
we reply, that he has been most judiciously 
treated, as must be apparent from his reco- 
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very after so severe an injury. For farther 
relief, if practicable, he may apply to any of 
the hospitals; time, however, he will fad 
the best surgeon in his present state. 

We thank our correspondent of Dundas- 
street, Ediobargh, for his kind reply to our 
queries. 

University of Edinburgh.—The medical 
session commences on the first week of 
November. No extension of the curriculum, 
which will be foued ia our Stadents’ Num- 
ber, is granted to members of the College of 
Surgeons, or to licentiates of Apothecaries’ 
Hall. Inquiries relative to the university 
are to be addressed to the dean of the faculty 
for the time being. Professor Syme, at 
present, holda that office. The fee to each 
professor is 4/, 4s. The general graduation 
fee, 25/. 

A Constant Reader.—The first has the pri- 
vilege of going in at the back door of the 
college on certain occasions; the second is 
tolerated by law to practise medicine both 
as an apothecary aud as a surgeon. 

An Old Subscriber should transmit to as 
the J. LB. of Sept. 11, or we shall have no 
means of seeing the letter referred to. 

An anxious Inguirer.—1. Sach curvatures, 
sometimes even when very great, are cured ; 
but the process is often long and tedious. 
The cure may be permanent. 2. The attempt 
is seldom made successfully, excepting in 
infancy or early youth. 3. He is a legally- 
qualified surgeon, but, being an advertiser, 
sinks the man of science in the money- 
grubber. 4. There is one in Howland-street, 
and one in Bloomsbury-square. 

Mr. Dray.—We do not understand the 
mal-etiquette of one witness superseding 
another at a court of inquiry. Any witness 
who is summoned to appear is bound to 
attend; but unless the case was one in which 
either a verdict of murder or manslaughter 
was likely to be passed, or a deodand to be 
imposed, there was no necessity for the 
evidence either of Mr. H. or Mr. D., for 
neither of those gentlemen witnessed the 
accident, or even saw the child alive. With 
charzes of “ connivances” out of court we 
have nothing to do. If provable they should 
be substantiated elsewhere. 

The letter of Mr. Bodington came too 
la‘e for publication this week. The Journal 
was ready for press. 
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Abraham, Mr. Thomas, communication from, 
Tor. 


prostate gland, 301. 
Absorbents, inflammation of the, 127. 
Acetic acid in headach, 464. 
Achillea mi'lefoliam, 426, 
Acid, acetic, in headach, 464; meconic, on 
the detection of, 656; oxalic, poisoning 


by, case of, 187; sulphuric, arsenic in, 


455. 

Acne punctata and acne rosacea, treatment 
of, 635. 

Aconite, tincture of, in neuralgia, 474, 671 

Acoustic nerve in fishes, 243. 

Acromion process of the scapula, fracture 
of the, 350, 


Acton, Mr. W., review of, on Venereal Die- 
' 


eases, 342. 

Acute hydrocephalus, case of, 203. 

Adamson, Dr., on the cure of hernia, 512. 

Adamson, Mr, J., communications from, 585, 
586. 

Addison, Dr., on the anatomy of the lungs, 
237. 

Affections, apoplectic, remarks on, 150, 183, 
219. 

Africa, miasma of, 439. 

Air-bladder and the ear, connection between, 
in the carp, 244. 

Air, impure, effects of breathing, 436. 

Albeminous urine, 913. 

Alcoholic fuids, induence of, on sickness, 
556. 

Alcock, Mr. R., course of lectures on am- 
putation, and ov the nature, progress, and 
termination of the injuries for which it is 
required, by. (Sve Lectures.) 

Alisma plant: go, 425. 

Allison, Mr., on the effects of fright on the 
nervons system, 189, 

Alliom ursinum, 425. 

Amaurosis, on the diagnosis, pathology, and 


treatment of, 7,38, 153, 223, 357,470,535, , 


713, 775, 916; treatmeat of, by the 
iodide of potassium, 903, 
No, 943, 


America, progress of dental science in 
io) ’ 
506. 
Ammonia in the urine, 173.' 


| Amphibia, organ of hearing in, 253. 
Abscess of the mammary gland, 157; of the | " _— ‘ ‘ 


Amputation, course of lectures on, by Mr, 
R. Aleock (see Lectures); results of, 
at University College Hospital, 345; 
tables of, 218. 

Anasarca, convulsions with, 566,799, 

Anatomical models, 320. 

Anatomy, examination on, at University of 
London, 557, 632. 

Anchyloblepharon, 919. 

Andrews, Mr. J. G., elected vice-president 
of the College of Surgeons, 608, 

Anemone-wood, a substitute for veratrine, 
16, 426. 

Ancurism of the aorta simulating chronic 
] irvogilis, 400; of the arteria Innominata, 
504; diffused popliteal, case of, 48; of 
the left ventricle, 742; of the mesenteric 
artery, 405; subclavian, 128, 377, 603; 
subclavio-axillary, case of, 376. 

Aneurismal state of the leg cured by com- 
pression, 524. 

Angelica sylvestris, 425. 

Ani, pruritas, from ascarides, 32, 46. 

Animal, tissues, on the non-vascularity of 
certain, 730; life and heat, nature and 
sources of, 009; chemistry, importance of, 
930, 

Animalcule, crowned, 807. 

Anthemis cotula, 426. 

Anticrhinam linaria, 426. 

Anus, artificial, 28. 

Aorta, aneurism of the, simulating chronic 
laryngitis, 398, 400, 

Apoplectic affections, remarks on, 150, 183, 
219. 

Apoplexy 
125. 

Apothecaries’ Company, annual report of 
the 736; conference with the, 165 ; powers 
of the, 869; wrersus Greenough, 375; 
rersus Willett, 701. 

Apothecaries’ Hall of Ireland, 205, 

Apparatus for the detection of arsenic, 304, 

3P 


induced by violent exertion, 
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Aquatic mammalia, organ of hearing in, 
815. 

Arctium lappa, 426. 

Army and navy, state of the health of the, 
i82. 

Arnica montana as a therapeutic agent, 362. 

Arnott, Dr., review of, on Stricture, 628. 

Arnott, Mr., clinical remarks by, 794, 864; 
903. 

Arpthrop, Mr. W., note from, 671. 

Arsenic, apparatus for the detection of, 394; 
galvanic test for, 14; poisoning with, 
305; in sulphuric acid, 455; tests for, 
734, 864. 

Arteria innominata, aneurism of the, 594. 

Artery, brachial, wound of, 688 ; mesenteric, 
aneurism of, 405; subclavian, aneurism 
of, 603 ; temporal effects of opening, 663. 

Arum maculatum, 426, 

Ascarides producing praritis ani, 32. 

Asperula odorata, 425. 

Asphyxia, resuscitation in, 317, 607; Mr. 
J. Murray on, 49. 

Aspedium felix mas, 427. 

Assizes, Chester sammer, 701, 

Association, Provincial Medical and Suar- 
gical, at York, editorial remarks upon,625. 

Assurance offices and medical men, 171,287, 
555. 

Asthma resulting from dyspepsia, 717; thy- 
mic, cases of, 121, 295, 299. 

Asylums, lonatics, 207, 370; eleventh report 
of the, 316; Gloucester, 664; officers, 
society of, 556. 

Atheromatosa, tabercula, 257. 

Atkinson, Mr., note from, 205. 

Atony of the retina, amaarosis from, 357. 

Aurium, tinaitus, Mr, Curtis on, $28. 


B 


Bagnall, Mr., letter addressed to Mr. Hawes 
from, 30. 

Bancks, Mr. Thomas, communications from, 
655, 829. 

Bandage, new, for fracture of the clavicle, 
719. 

Barker, Dr., case of softening of the right 
corpus striatum and left lobe of the cere- 
bellam, 63. 

Barlow, Mr. W. F., on empiricism, 395, 
475. 

Barnes, Mr., death of, 351, 

Bat, ear of the, 819. 

Bath, new hot-air and vapour, 203. 

Bath, United Hospital. (See Hospitals and 
Dispensaries.) ; 

Battley, Mr., exhibition and analysis of 
drags by, 847. 

BReccabunga, veronica, 425. 

Bedingfield, Mr., communication from, 318. 

Belfast Lunatic Asylum, eleventh report of, | 
316. 

Belfour, Mr. E., note from, 208. 





Bell, Dr. W., case of fatal peritonitis, 606. 
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Bentley, Mr. E., silver medal awarded to, 
for preserving vegetable substances used 
in medicine, 416. 

Bethlem Hospital, 315, 410, 447, 527, 546, 
761, 799, S36. 

Betonica officinalis, 426. 

Biceps hameri, cases of dislocation from its 
groove, 405, 

Bill, the Medical Profession, letter addressed 
to Mr. Hawes on, 30, 31. 

Biphosphate of magnesia in urine, 173. 

Birds, organ of hearing in, 769. 

Bishop, Mr., on stammering, 25. 

Black, Mr. G, T., communication from, 684. 

Blackburn, vaccination of paupers at, 237. 

Bladder, ruptore of the, 633; stone in the, 
case of 118; wounding of the, in partu- 
rition, 508, 

Blake, Mr. J., on the action of poisons, 450 ; 
note from, 560. 

Blatta orientalis, organ of hearing in tbe, 
145. 

Blind gentleman operated on with success, 
729. 

Blood corpuscles, observations on the, 62, 
507 ; of the camelide, 101, 

Blood-letting, Dr. Ciutterbuck on, 408, 

Blyth, Mr, A., communications from, 653, 
79. 

Bodington, Mr., on the defence of private 
lunatic asylums, $73. 

Body, on the impulsive feeling to precipi- 
tate from a height, 732. 

Boiling-water, cases of swallowing, and a 
remedy proposed, 480, 

Bone, pathology of, 81. 

Booney, Mr, F. A, B., communication from, 
830, 

Botany, examination on, at University of 
London, 559, 633. 

Botany, medical, on the, of Halifax, 423. 

Bottani, Dr., on chlorosis, 348. 

Boyd, Dr., case of malposition of the kid- 
neys, and absence of the vagina, uterus, 
and Fallopian tubes, 348, 

Brachial artery, wound of the, 688; liga- 
ture of the, 689. 

Brain, concussion of the, 663; inflammation 
of the, supervening on hooping-cough, 
108; new canals in the, 745; and spinal 
cord, actions of the, producing paralysis 
and spasm of the voluntary muscles, 171; 
tranquillity of mind necessary to the cure 
of the, 820; canine, cultivation of the, 
907. 

Brande, Mr. T., note from, 455. 

Breast, scirrhas of the, 793; tumour of the, 
S64. 

Breathing impure air, effects of, 436, 

British Medical Association. (See Societies, 
Medical.) 

Brooks, Mr. H. B., note from, 753. 

Browne, Mr. W. A, F., communication from, 
370. 
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Building Act, questions relating to, 19. 

Burn, mortification from, 687. 

Burnett, Sir W., contemplated testimonial 
to, 416. 

Button, Mr.G.P., note from, 32; letter in 
answer to, 285. 


Cc 


Cadaveric stiffening, case of, very early, 
199. 

Calculus in a female child, 684; impacted 
in the urethra, 704. 

Calculi, removal of, from bladder, 912. 

Calcutta, mortality of Mahommedans in, 
O86. 

Camelida, blood corpuscles of the, 101. 

Canals, semicircular, in the organs of hear- 
ing, 146. 

Cancer, chimney-sweepers’, 793. 

Cancer oculi, 417. 

Cancram oris, case of, 831. 

Caoutchouc thread for sutures, 505. 

Capsular cataract, 178. 

Carbonate of iron, preparation of, 912. 

Carp, connection between the air-bladder 
and the ear of the, 244. 

Carpenter, Dr., communication from, 666, 
$43. | 

Carancula lachrymalis, ulceration of, 919. 

Case-books at hospitals, on, 545, 597. 

Castration, case of, 559. 

Cataract, operations for, 33; capsular, 175 ; 
traumatic, 179. 

Census of practitioners of medicine, 337 ; of | 
the population, 340. | 

Cerebellum, case of partial softening of the | 
right corpus striatum aad left lobe of the, 
63. 

Cerebral affections, amaurosis from, 534. 

Certificate system, 415. 

Cervical region, paralysis from injury in the, 
586. 

Charities, medical, 11. 

Charlesworth, Dr., and the Liacola Lunatic 
Asylam, 872. 

Chemistry, examination on, at University of 
London, 557, 632. 

Chemists and druggists, 206, 286, 319, 383 
463, 512, 528, 640; report of the commit- 
tee of, 234; dinners of, 943. 

Chest, on deformity of the, in infants, 44; 
physical signs of the, 678; wound of the, 
724. 

Chester sammer assizes, 701. 

Chilblain prodacing erysipelas, 127, 

Child, female, calculus in a, 684, 

Children, scarlatina in, 566. 

Chimney-sweepers’ cancer, 793. 

Chinese, review of a work on the, by Mr. 
Tradescant Lay, 235. 

Chinese surgery, 326. 

Chloride of lime, use of, in gangrene of 
long, 635. 

Chlorosis, Dr. Bottani on, 348. 








Charch, Mr. F. H., on strangulated hernia, 
SOO, 

Clark, Sir James, review of, on the Sana- 
tive Inflaence of Climate, 45%. 

Clark, Mr., on puerperal convulsions, 235. 

Clark, Mr. A. W., communications from, 361, 
670. 

Clavicle, new bandage for fractare of the, 
719. 

Clay, Mr, C., communications from, 584, 751, 
861; on operations upon varicose veins, 
622. 

Clayton, Mr. Oscar, communication from, 
oa. 

Climate, Sir James Clark on the Sanative 
Influence of, 458. 

Clinical lecture on molluseum, by Mr. F. 
Hale Thomson, 256; by Dr. Williams, on 
cases of poisoning by laudanum, 661. 

Clinical lectures in the Leeds School of Me- 
dicine, 287. 

Clinical medicine, Dr. Taylor elected to the 
chair of, at University College Hospital, 
14. 

Clinical records, necessity of noting pe- 

riodical pathological changes in, 652; 

remarks on a calculus impacted in the 

urethra, 7041; remarks by Mr. Liston on 

hernia, 765. 

lutterbuck, Dr., on blood-letting and debi- 

lity, 408, 


|Coition, sudden death occurring during, 


175. 

Cold seasons, effects of, on vegetation, 734. 

Colica pictonum, pathology of, 345, 367. 

College of Physicians, self-reform of the, 
338; value of the licence of the, 254. 

Collezge of Sorgeons, conference with tie, 
133; commencement of the annual course 
of lectures, by Professor Owen, 64; puabli- 
cation of scientific papers by, 908, 

Collier, Mr. G. F., communication from, 
734. 

Commons, House of, discussion in the, 55. 

Compression, aneurismal state of the leg 
cured by, 824 

Conception, false, case of, 368, 

Cencussion of the brain, 663. 

Conference on medical reform, (See So 
cieties, Medical. 

Congenital deficiency of the ribs, 15; dislo- 
cation of the hip, 16; tamours of the 
pelvis, 517. 

Congestion, cerebral, common to uterine and 
non-uterine amaurosis, 5. 

Conium and iodine, inhalation of, in taber- 
cular phthisis, 225. 

Coniom maculatum, 425. 

Constipation, effects of continued, 619. 

Consamption, treatment of, 460, 492; va- 
pour of iodine in, 749. 

Contracted joints, treatment of, 507. 

Contractions of the lower extremities cured 
by operation, 792. 
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Contased wound of the elbow, 128; of the; Denham, Mr. W. H., communications from, 
thumb, 191, 440, 547. 

Convicts, mortality among, 401. Dental science, progress of, in America, 

Convolvalus arvensis sepium, 425. 596. 

Convulsions with anasarca, 566, 799; epi-; Dentists, knowledge of general pathology 
leptic, 43 ; puerperal, 14, 208, 235, 475. amongst, 281. 

Coracoid process of scapula, fracture of the,| Depression, of cataract, 33; of the skull, 

350. 585. 





Cornwall, medical reformers of, 754. Deputation to the York Provincial Medical 
Coroner’s inquest in a case of fatal mid- Association, 659. 

wifery, 103 ; Dr. Mac lotyre on, 150. Diagnosis of pregoancy with three childrea, 
Corporations, London, sclf-reform of the 862. 

Ay . ; "| Dick, Dr., review of the Derangements of 


the Digestive Organs by, 727. 


Corpuscles, blood, observations on the, 101 . 
“ae / ‘ ‘ Dieffenbach, M., review of, on the Cure of 


507. ; 
Corpus striatum, case of partial softening of | Stuttering, 20. : 
the, 63. . : Diffused popliteal aneurism, case of, 48. 


Digitalis purpurea, 426. 
Diploma of the Erlangen University, 459. 
Diplomas, German, 550, 670. 


Correspondents, notices to, 32, 64, 122, 144, 
176, 208, 240, 272, 320, 351, 384, 416, 
Al 95, 528, 560, G08, 610, 672, 703, 736 : : 
oy ey 847 — 913 948 reaey ees *°"" | Dislocation, congenital, of the hip, 16; of 

sig ttt a ate sa the hip, 251; of the lower jaw, mode of 

Cory, Dr. E. A., on puerperal convalsions,| peducing, 270; of the wrist, 398, 509, 


478. 634, 663, 685, 703, 722, 878; of the femur 
Costello, Dr., review of Cyclopedia of} 439. : . , , ‘ 
_ Practical Surgery, 791. Dissolution of the poor-law commission, 
Cough, hooping, case of, 408. 871. 
Country, medical education ia the, 843. Distinguished physicians, 109. 
Craig, Mr., on the application of leeches 19 | Hixon, Mr., communication from, 750; on 
disease of the prostate gland, 299. the pathology of colica pictonum, 367; on 
Creosote, use of, in the treatment of the eye,| the treatment of pruritus ani, 47. 

; 6s4. =, : Donaldson, Mr., communication from, 757, 
Cricket, common, hearing in the, 146, Dr. Elliotson’s mesmeric exhibitions, 897. 
Crisp, Mr., ondry ¢ angrene, 245. Drainage Bill, Lord Normanby’s, 17. 
Crowned animalcule, 567, 926. Dropsy of the pericardium, observations on, 
Cucabulus bacciferus, 425. 124. 


Curling, Mr., observations by, on the stroc-| Drowning, pathology of death by, 328. 
ture of the gubernaculum, and on the de-| Druggists and chemists, 206, 234, 319, 383, 


scent of + testis in the foetus, 70. 163, 512, 528, 610, 670, 868. 
Certis, Mr. J., communication from, 474; | Draitt, Mr., review of the Surgeon's Vade 
review of = Young Nurse's Guide, 331. Mecum, y, 659. 


Curtis, Mr. J. H.. communication from, 228 ; ; Drummond, Mr., letter from, 549. 
on the use of Graber’s ear speculam, 510; Dry gangrene, Mr, Crisp on, 245, 
on tinnitus aurium, 628. Dublin Medical Association, politics of the, 
O58. 
D Dumb, mesmerism on the, 757. 
Le Duncan, Mr. A., communication from, 432. 
Dalrymple, Mr. J., communications from,} Dyspepsia, asthma resulting from, 717, 
270, 926. 
Davis, Mr. R., note from, 835; on deficient E 
menstruation, 942. 
Davis, Professor, on a case of acute hydro-| Far, Lectures on the Anatomy, Physiology, 


cephalus, 293. and Diseases of the, by Mr. Pilcher. (See 
Death, power of foretelling, 869. Lectures.) 
Deaf, mesmerism on the, 757. Ear speculum, Gruber’s, 510. 
Deafness, operation for the cure of, 232. Ear, tomour beneath the, 662. 
Death, by drowning, pathology of, 328; by | Ectrotic method, on the, of treating small- 
violence, 384. pox, 229, 


Debility, Dr. Clatterbuck on, 408. 
Defective vision, new mode of treating, 203. | Eprroriat Remarks :— 


Deformity of the chest of infants, 44. Act for the better drainage and improve- 
Degeneration, granular, 220. ment of buildings in large towns and 
Degree, medical, examination for, at St. villages, 17 ; comparative estimate of 
Andrew's University, Aberdeen, 844. the value of the health and comfort of 
Delivery, artificial, of twins, 478; mischief the people and the purses of the rich in 
of purgatives soon after, 239; uterine ha- the House of Commons, 18; sanatory 





morrhage preceding, 329, state of the metropolis, with measures 
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for its improvement, 19; working of 
the Poor-law Amendment Act, its op- 
pressive effects upon the labouring 
classes, 50; the Poor-law Amendment 
Act, errors of the workhouse system, 
97; dread of the workhouse entertained 
by the poor, 99; fatal effects of crowd- 
ing prisons, 100; Mr. Hawes’s Medical 
Profession Bill, reasons of its failure, 
129; self-reform of the London medical 
corporations, 131; the high grades of 
the profession, rejection of physicians 
by the Apothecaries’ Company, 132; 
remarks on medical education, causes 
of aeglected education, responsibility 
of teachers, examiners, und of the public, 
161 ; injudicious period for the exami- 
nation of the medical practitioner, 162 ; 
effects of the patronage of quacks, 162 ; 
destructive elects of the new Poor-law 
Amendment Act, 193; causes of mor- 
tality in the poor-law workhouses, 103 ; 
effecta of imprisonment and inferior 
food upon the health, 195 ; more hint 
for modern discoverers—certaia cure 
for deafness, 232; reform in the Col- 
lege of Physicians, rejectton of the 
claims of Scotch and foreiga graduates, 
233; chances of self-reform by the 
medical corporations, 234; claims of 
the chemists and druggists—report of 
the committee appointed at a public 
meeting of chemists and druggists, 234; 
importance of politics to medical men 
in relation to the public health, 273; 
the coming elections for Parliament, the 
part to be taken by the medical men, 
medical election committees, 274; pro- 


mivent position of the new poor-law in | 


relation to the ensuing elections, 307 ; 














extension of the workhouse system, | 


308; miseries of the workhouse sys- 
tem, the labour-test the only humane 
test, 309; the puny attempt at self- 
reform of the College of Physicians, 
338; magnificent reformation boon to 


the licentiates, “access to the library | 
and museum of the college,” 335 ; what | 


is the value of the licence of the Philo 
demic college? 339; diplomas for sale, 
3410; withdrawal of the new Poor-law 
Bill, 340; census of the population in 
England and Wales, 340; draft of the 
householders’ schedule, 341 ; the poor- 
law commissioners, fate of the pew 
Poor-law Bill, 371; neglect ef the re- 
commendations of the House of Com- 
mons by the poor-law commissioners, 
373 ; medical remuneration by the poor- 
law commissioners, 373; mortality 
among the convicts at Weulwich, 401; 
falsehoods and vituperation from Dublin 


relating to the Vaccination Act Amend- | 





ment Bill, 402; health of members of | 


Parliament, 405; the poor-law commis- 
sioners and the medical profession, 455 ; 


political duties of the profession, 481 ; 
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duties of the Legislature with regard to 
the protection of the public health, 452; 
influence of the corn-laws on health, 
486 ; formation of medical election com- 
mittees, 484; prospects of medical in- 
trrests in the new Parliament, 513; 
disinterested proceedings of the “ licen- 
tiate fellows ” of the College of Physi- 
cians, 514; misrepresentations of parti- 
sans, 515; on the importance of case- 
books in hospitals, 545 ; importaace of 
hospital registration by case-bookr, 
597 ; formula for reporting the history 
and results of cases, 598; advantages 
to be derived from the registration of 
medical cases occurring in private 
practice, 600; the medical societies of 
Loudon, 601; approaching meeting of 
the Provincial Medical and Surgical 
Association, 625; ruinous caution of 
the Worcester Council, 626 ; the hon- 
ourable batch of “ licentious ” fellows, 
627 ; prospects of reform in the College 
of Physicians from the new elections, 
625; the p litic al results of the elec- 
tions, 657 ; effect of the advocacy of 
the new poor-law upon the elections, 
657 ; proceedings of the Dublia Medi- 
cal Association, 658 ; deputation from 
the British Medical Association to the 
anniversary meeting at York, 659; fall 
of mesmerism io Paris, its revival in 
London, 692; fate of M. Burdin’s 
prize, 692; M, Gerdy’s examination of 
the phenomena of mesmerism, 693 ; 
experiments performed on Elizabeth 
and Jane O'Key at the House of Mr. 
Wakley, Bedford-square, in August, 
1838, 694; mode of performance of 
mesmeric tricks, 725; the philosophy 
of “clairvoyance” explained, 726; 
the medical reformers of Scotland, 753; 
advancement of the science of medicine 
greatly indebted to the medical schools 
of Scotland, 753 ; energetic proceedings 
ofthe medical reformers of Cornwall, 
751; Dr. Marshall Hall's address on 
medical reform, 755 ; the York meeting 
of the Provincial Medical Association, 
its complete failure, 787 ; perversion of 
the representative system in the electioa 
of a “central council,” 785; reflections 
on the approach of the medical educa- 
tional session, 839; on the collegiate 
system as applicable to medical schools, 
839; importance of domestic comfort 
to the success of the medical student, 
840 ; moral responsibilities of the medi- 
cal officer, 840; the law against coun- 
ter-practice and all druggists’ medical 
practice, 868; new powers of the Apo- 
thecarics’ Company, 869; exposure of 
mesmeric delusions, 897; Dr. Elliot- 
son's mesmeric exhibitions, 897; the 
philosophy of mesmerism, 898; nature 
of the mesmeric forces and phenomena, 
899; the believers and doubters of the 
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profession, 929; on the application of 
chemistry to medicine, 930; import- 
ance of the study of animal chemistry, 
930 ; serious injury to the profession 
effected by the Provincial Medical 
Association, 931, 


Education, medical, remarks on, 161; in the 
London schools, 839; in the country. $43. 

Fichornii stephanoceros, 867, 

Elbow, contused wound at the point of the, 
12s, 

Elections, political results of the, 657. 

Elliotson, Dr., extract from account of Eli- 
zabeth O’Key by, 869. 

Elmore, Dr., on the effects of breathing im- 
pure air, 436, 

Empiricism, observations on, 395, 475. 

Encephalitis, fatal case of, 604. 

Endemic diseases of the teeth, 443. 

Epilepsy, Mr. Clay on, 585. 

Epileptic convulsions, case of, 43. 

F pps, Dr., on arnica montanaas a therapeu- 
tic agent, 362. 

E4uinus, pes, acquired, 507. 

Ergot of rye in uterine haemorrhage, 188. 

Erica vulgaris, 425. 

Erlangen University, mode of obtaining 
diplomas at, 459. 

Erysioum albaria, 426. 

Erysipelas produced by chilblain, 127. 

Erythrea centaurium, 425. 

Essex, vaccination in, 175. 

Euphorbia helioscopia, 126. 

Eupbrasia officinalis, 426. 

Examination for a medical degree at the 
University of St. Andrew's, Aberdeen, 
S41. 

Exertion, violent, producivg apoplexy, 125. 

Expedition, Niger, 439. 

Extirpation of the eye, 417. 

Extra-uterine fa tation, case of, 654. 

Extremities, lower, contractions 
cured by operation, 792. 

Eye, course of lectures on the diseases of 
the, by Mr. Walker. (See Lectures. 

Pye, use of creosote in the treatment of the, 
6s4. 

Eyeball, wounds of the, 418, 


of the, 


F 


Fallopian tubes, absence of the, 345. 

Farr, Mr., report oa the mortality of luna- 
ties, 251, 302, 332. 

Fatal midwifery, case of, 103, 

Fatty tamour between the roots of the 
fingers, 794. 

Femoral, strangulated, hernia, case of, 28. 

Ferguson, Dr., resignation of, from Univer- 
sity of London, 235. 

Ferrall, Mr.,on the anatomy and physiology 
of the orbit, 731. 

Fever, irritative, cases of, 497; typhus, in 
Yorkshire, 260. 

Fevers following amputation, 293. 
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Fingers, fatty tumour between the roots of 
the, 794. 

Finsbury, address of Mr. Wakley to the 
electors of, 484; letter from Mr. Wakley 
to the electors of, 560. 

Fishes, organ of hearing in, 148, 241, 

Fistula in perinao, 860. 

Fletcher, Dr., communication from, 716. 

Fletcher, Dr. Bell, communication from, 
bb. 

Floraace, Dr., communication from, 733. 

Florence, Mr. E., communication from, 383. 

Fluids, alcobolic, indueace of, on sickness, 
556. 

Fracture of the clavicle, new bandage for, 
719; of the coracoid process of the sca- 
pula, 350; of the radius, 359, 398; of the 
thigh, 639; of the radius, with curvature, 
O24. 

Frambesia and molluscum, difference be- 
tween, 257. 

Fracks, Mr., on fracture of the radius, 924. 

Franz, Dr., on a case of a gentleman born 
blind, and successfully operated upon, 
729. 

Fraxinus excelsia, 425. 

French microscopes, 64, 

Vright, effects of, on the nervous system, 
Ise. 

Feetation, extra-uterine, case of, 654. 

Feetus, on the descent of the testis in the, 
70. 

Force, faculty of, 575. 

Fosbroke, Dr. John, communication from, 
46. 

Fossil remains of turtles in the south-east of 
England, 729. 

Foster, Mr., communication from, 305. 

Freoum linguw, whether tension of the, 
produces stammering, 25. 

Fumaria officinalis, 426. 

Functional derangement, 922. 

Fungoid ulcers of the penis, 559, 

Fungus hematodes, on the cause of, 797. 


G 


Galium aparine, 425. 

Galvanic test for arsenic, 14. 

Gangrene of the lang, 634; dry, Mr. Crisp, 
on, 245; hospital, 398. 

German diplomas, 550, 670, 

Geum urbaoum, 426. 

Ghiecoma hiderucea, 426. 

Gillott, Mr., communication from, 722. 

Gland, mammary, abscess of the, 157; thy- 
mus, case of enlarged, 269 ; prostate, on 
the treatment of disease of the, 299; ab- 
scess of the, 301. 

Glanders in the human subject, 361. 

Globe of the eye, diseases of the, 321, 

Globules of the thymic uid, 101, 

Gilottis, ulceration of the, 491, 

Gloucester Asylum, 664. 

Granular degeneration, 220. 


Granular kidaey, 913. 
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Gravenor, Mr., on kreosote iu hamatemesis, | Horne, Mr. J. H., om the treatment of pruritus 


232. api, 46. 
Graveyards of London, 201. | Houlten, Mr., communication from, 444 ; on 
Gray, Mr. J, communication from, 461. | the collection and preservation of hyoscy- 
Greenough, Mr., coaviction of, 869, | amus, 231. 
Grime, Me., note from, 188, | Householders’ schedule for taking the census 
Grove, Mr., case of false conception by,| S41. 

365. | Hospital gangrene, 398. 
Gruber’s ear speculum, 510. | Hospital, Bethlem, 410, 527, 546, 536. 
Guardians, poor-law, and surgeons, 413. Hospitals, assessed taxes on, 16, 735. 


Gubernaculam, on the structure of the, 70. 
Gulliver, Mr., on the blood corpuscles of | Hosritats ano Dispensaries :— 


te camatiém, 108. Bethiem Hospital.—Report from physi- 


: ol 
yy ay a ay eee of the Col cians of the, 410; grave imputations of 
, . ‘ tad y . 
Guy's Hospital, abuses in, 255, 320, 350, a™ Leoker-ca’ ©] we te Seeaes sapere 
351 of the physicians, 761; on the present 
r medical arrangements and records at, 
836. 
H King’s College Hospital.—Case of aneu- 
a rism of the aorta, simulatiog chronic 
” a . itis, . emarks on a 
Hemorrhage, following the extraction of enn sek prem w alge 
ee ree oe ge amy SOO Todd, 542; gangrene of the lung, 634; 
Hal ‘te ae, the d aimee = f 123 use of chloride of lime, 634; clinical 
Hall "D eM ws hall — te vy 2s oe ap one observations on cases of diseased heart, 
= ‘ ~" . —_ map . 4 = sc8, 0G, by Dr. Todd, 820 ; ampetation of the 
Pomona. Bg Mr 8. sree Ag sianihens of leg, new tourniquet, S67, Dr, Todd oa 
he | ———_— gE ae. © granular degeneration of the kidney, 
the liver, 682. O13. 


Hancorne, Mr., communication from, 767. ‘ : : 
Hand, mortification of the, 687; wound of Manchester Dispensary.—Case of icthy osis, 


the, 865. 554; case of epilepsy, 585. 
Hanwell Asylam, non-restraint of the insane | Melville Hospital, Chalham,—Ramollisse- 
in, 32. ment of the spinal cord, with infamma- 
Harris, Dr., on the treatment of pruritus tion of the nates and exteusive slough- 
ani, 47. ing, 763. 


Hastings, Dr., on the priociple of represen- 
tative government, 722. 

Hawes, Mr., petition against the Bill of, 
from the Society of Apothecaries, 105. 

Headach, acetic acid in, 464. 

Health of members of Parliament, 495, 

Heart, on the valvular diseases of the, 616, 
G48, 678, 742, 888; Dr. Todd oo the dis- 
eases of the, 520. 

Heat, animal, natare and source, 909. 

Hemeralopia, on, 561. 

Hemiplegia, case of, 604, 


Middlesex Hospital.—Penetrating wound 
of the chest snecessfully treated, 724; 
calculus impacted in the urethra, reten- 
tion of urine, operation, clinical remarks 
by Mr. Arnott, 794; clinical remarks 
by Mr. Arnott, 564; severe lacerated 
and contused wound of the band, ques- 
tion of amputation, 865; severe punc- 
tured and lacerated wound of the rec- 
tum, 866 ; amaurosis cured by iodide of 
potassium, 903, 


St. George's Hospital.—Case of peculiar 
dislocation of the hip, 281; fatal case of 
idiopathic tetanus, post-mortem exami- 
nation, 489; rupture of the intestine 
during taxis, 636 ; mortification of the 
hand from an extensive laceration of 
the ferearm, 687 ; mortification of the 
arm from burn, 687; wound of the palm, 
secondary h»morrhage, ligature of the 
brachial artery, 689. 


Hernia, cure of, 512; incarcerated, case of, 
636; operation for, 765; strangulated 
feworal, 28; strangulated inguinal, 117. 

Hilles, Mr. M. W., on the effects of swallow- 
ing boiling water, 450. 

Hip, congenital dislocation of the, 16; dis- 
location of the, 281. 

Hoblyo, Mr., review of Manual of Chemis- 
try by, 311. 

Hocken, Dr. E., on the diagnosis, patholozy, 


and treatment of amaurosis, 7, 38, 153, University College Hospital. —Strangulated 
223, 357,470, 535, 713, 775, 916; note hernia, artificial anus, 28; diffused pop- 
from, 318, | liteal aneurism, operation, 48; inflam. 
Hodgsoo, Mr. Thomas, biographical notice mation of the absorbents and erysipelas 
of the late, 312. from chilblain, 127; coatused wound 
“nore pathic treatment, remarks on, 440, at the point of the elbow, 128; con- 
oF, tased and lacerated wound of the 


Hooprg-cough, case of, 408. thumb, 191; indication of the presence 
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of malaria by plants, 192; fracture of | Imperforate hymen, case of, 188; case of, 


the coracoid process of the scapula, 
350; fracture of the acromion process, 
350; dislocation of the wrist, fracture 
of the opposite radius, 398; indolent 
ulcers, hospital gangrene, 395; pin- 
swallowing, ulceration of the glottis, 


tracheotomy, 490 ; rupture of the blad- | 


der from retention of urive, 633; reply 
to the strictures of “ E. S. 
dislocation of the wrist, 634; poisoning 
by laudanum, employment of electricity, 
clivical remarks by Dr. Williams, 661 ; 
tumour beneath the ear, 662; talipes 
varus, 662; hernia, operation, clinical 
remarks by Mr. Liston, 765; coutrac- 
tions of the lower extremities cured by 
operation, 792; hydatid tumour in the 
loin, 793; scirrhus of the breast, with 
hydatijis, 793 ; chimney-sweepers’ can- 
cer, 793; fatty tumour between the 
roots of the fingers, 794. 


United Hospital, Bath.—Tumour of the 
breast, operation; communicated by H. 
W. H. Richardson, Esq., Surgeon, 
Bath, 864. 


896. 

Impositions, mesmeric, finale of the, 756. 

Impotence and sterility, Dr. J. R. Smyth 
| on, 779; Mr. Mann on, 923. 
| Impure air, effects of breathing, 436. 
| Incontivence of urine, ou the treatment of, 
655. 
| India, vaccination in, 432. 


"on a case of | ladies, East, hydrocele in the, 120. 


Indolent ulcers, 398, 
Infants, on deformity of the chest in, 41. 
Inflammation, mercury asa remedy for, 279; 
| of the absorbents, 127; of the brain su- 
| pervening on hooping-cough, 408; puer- 
| peral, 189, 366. 
Inguinal bernia, strangulated case of, 117. 
Inhalation, 325; of iodine and cosium ia 
} tubercular phthisis, 225. 
| Innominata, arteria, aneurism of the, 594. 
| Inquest in a case of fatal midwifery, 103. 

} luquests, coroners, Dr, Mac Intyre on, 150, 
Insane, treatment of the, 10, 158, 330, 664. 
Jusanity, cases of, 406; Dr. Macdonald on, 
567; review of a pamphieton, by a Lady, 

| 759. 
Insects, hearing in, 145. 


Westminster Hespital.—Fungoid ulcers of | lostruments for the extraction of teeth, 441. 


the penis, amputation, cure, 559; dis- 
ease of the testicle, castration, 559; 
concussion of the brain, effects of open- 
ing the temporal artery, 663. 


Hot-air and vapour bath, 203. 

Howard, Mr., oo a case of puerperal in- 
flammation, 189, 

Howard, Mr. R., communication from, 464. 

Halton, Mr. J, P., case of aneurism of the 
right subclavian artery, 377. 

Humane system of treating the insane, 10. 

Hunter, Dr., dinner to, 879. 

Hyaloiditis, 223, 270, 318. 

Hydrocele in the East Indies, 120; iodine 
a8 an injection in, 120. 

Hydrophthalmia from chronic hyaloiditis, 
223. 

Hydrocephalus, acute, case of, 203. 

Hymen, imperforate, case of, 188; case of, 
896. 

Hyoscyamus, collection and preservation of, 
231. 

Hyperamia, retinal, amaurosis from, 153, 
713. 

Hypertrophy of the heart, 185, 776. 

Hy pochondriasis, Mr. Roberts on, 199. 

Hysterical amauresis, Dr. Hocken on, 7. 

Hyiche, Mr., communication frow, 732. 


I 


Ice, extemporaneous production of, 112. 
Icthyosis, case of, 608. 

Idiopathic tetanus, case of, 489. 
Idiopathic retinitic, 38. 

Igaanodon, discovery of the jaw of, 277. 
lieus, case of, 624. 


Intellect, seat of, 8067. 
loternal strangulation, Dr. Todd on, 543. 

| Intestine, case of rapture of the, 636, 

lodine as an injection in hydrocele, 120; 
vapour of, tn consumption, 749; inhala- 
tion of, 460, 492; conium, inhalation of, 
in tubercular pbhthisis, 225. 

Ireland, Apothecaries’ Hall of, 205. 

lron, carbouate of, preparation of, 912. 


J 


Jaw of the iguanodon, discovery of the, 
277; lower, on the mode of reducing dis- 
locations of the, 270. 

Jones, Mr., communication from, 175. 

Judd, Me. W. H., oa the structure of the 
small-pox pustule, 391. 


K 


Keratonyxis, operation of, 36. 

Kidneys, case of malpositions of the, 348. 

h\ingston, Dr., on paralysis and spasm of 
voluntary muscles, 171. 

Kingston, Mr., case of encephalitis, by, 604. 

Kionier, Dr., on the state of the profession, 
107. 

Knee, deformities of the, 532. 

Knock-knee, treatment of, 582. 

Kreosote ia vomiting blood, 232. 

Kris wound, tetanus following a, 117. 


L 
Labour, puerperal convulsions succeedi*®» 


14; pains, false, 831. 
Lamprey, organ of hearing in the, 14%. 
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Lancashire Lunatic Asylum, 931. 

Lane, Mr., on the use of the oxide of silver, 
537, | 

Lapis divinus in otorrhaea, 510. 

Laryogiswus stridulus, cases of, 295, 

Laryngitis simulating aurtic ancurism, 375; | 
chronic, 400, 

Laudanum, case of poisoning by, 186, 661. 

Law, medical, exposition of, by magistrates 
O71. 

Lay, Mr. Tradescant, review of work on 
the Ciiucse, by, 235 ; on ry 
326. 

Laycock, Dr., on the Nervous Diseases of 
Woman, review of, 197. 

Laycock, Dr. T., communicati 
722. 

Lecture, clinical, on molluscum, by Mr, F. 
Hale Thomson, 256, 


Chinese surge 


| 


ns from, Gol 


Lectures, Course of, on Auputatioxand on 


the Nature, Procress, and Trawina- 
TION of the Injuntes for which it is 
required, by Rutuenrorp Axrcock, 
Esq. :— 

Lecture 8.—Comparison of diseased ac- 


ul licated 
ries of the extremities during treatment, 
and rendering amputaticn expedient or 
imperative, with those defined in pre- 
vious lectures as causing death; ditler- 
ences and l 


nS Supervening on con inju 





resemblances between 1 
causes of amputation in fractures sin 
ply, and in fractures involving j 


cause of amputation ; influence of site 


upon the supervening actions whic 
render amputation necessary during 
treatment, 1—6, 

Lecture 9.—Iaflucace of dynamic and m 
ral causes upon the ults of serious 


injuries ; the types of fever engendere 
by various physical cires 


stances giving rise to untoward resulis 


Causes, 


in the treatment of serious injuries; 
medical cases occurring in military 
vice; mortality in fractures treated 


without amputation; mortality in case 


of amputation ; general causes of deat! 
influence of seasons upon the termina- 


tion of serious injuries, 65—70. 


f pri- 





Lecture 10.—Causes of death in 
mary, intermediary, end secondary am- 
putations, in the months of March and 


April; abstract of general results in 
twenty-one fatal cases of amputations ; 
facts presented by the inquiry; con 
sions deducible from the facts, Li3— 
116, 


Lecture 11.—Mortality afier primary am- 
putations ; influence of favou and 
unfavourable external circumstances 


able 


upon the results ; comparative morta 
lity of priwary, intermediary, and ss 
condary amputations average mortality 
in G64 primary and 654 secondary ope 


j 
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rations for gunshot wounds; compari- 
son between the results of amputation 
in military and in civil hospitals; dif- 
ferent classes of injuries in military and 
civil hospitals; result of amputations 
for chronic disease; deductions from 


ior 
the preceding views, 209—217. 


Lecture 12.—On the diseased actions su- 






pervening on primary amputation; er- 
roneous premises on which certain con- 
clusions : ¢ to primary and 


secondary ions are based; ana- 


lysis of « eath in twenty-nine 
primary ns; observations on 
the types of supervening febrile aflec- 
tions, 25 —203 


Lecture 13.—Analysis of causes of death 


in «fifty-seven primary amputetions; 
analysis of causes of death in interme- 
diary and secondary periods; fatality 
of amputations in relation to situation 5 
in relation to the nature of the injury; 
secondary amputations, injuries’ to 
joints; irritability in secondary ampu- 


tations: death resulting from the shock 
of the injury; disorganisation, mortil- 
cation, secondary haemorrhages; secon- 
dary abscesses and diseases of the vis- 
cera; conclusions from the facts esta- 
blished, 385—391. 


irritative 


Lecture 14.—Observations on 
fever and its connection with diseased 


stumps, phlebitis, and secondary ab- 
es or purulent deposits in distant 


body; cases illustrative of 


SCs 
parts of the 
the cause and progress of these dist ased 


actions; coms uod fracture of tibia 
and fibula; amputation; death; gun- 
shot fracture of femur; amputation ; 
death; fractured femur through kace- 
joint; amputation; death; gunshot 
fracture of femur; amputation; pura- 
lent deposits; shattered humerus from 


gunshot; amputation; purulent de- 


posits; compound fracture of femur ; 
amputation; secondary hamorrbage ; 
necrosis; shattered tibia into knee- 
joint; amputation; death; gunshot 


tibia through the knee-joint ; 
amputation; phlebitis; death; elbow- 
jowt shattered ; amputation ; puralent 
de; it in shouldes joint ; death; frac- 
tured humerus into elbow-joint; ampu- 
tation ; phlebitis; death; partial frac- 
ture of the Ubia into the knee-joint; 
death ; tered knee-joint; gangrene; 
irtial fracture of tibia into the 


ivj— 


fracture of 





shi 
death; p 
knee; irritative fever; 
504A, 


death, 


Lecture 15,—Obeervations on the bilio- 
remittent type of fever supervening on 
capital operations; its nature, causes, 
aod relation to phlebitis, secondary af- 

fections of viscera, purulent depdts, Kc. 3 

fatal case of pllebitis, with pus in the 
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femoral vein, and some degree of arte- 
ritis ; fatal case of phlebitis unattended 
by secondary affections of the viscera 
or fever ; fatal case of phlebitis after 
awputation of the arm, no organic dis- 
ease, 520—532. 

Lecture 16.—Observations on the effects 
ofashock to the system from severe 
injuries and operations; death without 
the development of febrile action ; 
death from tetanus; death from hectic 
fever ; observations on gangrene and 
sloughing; observations on hospital 
gangrene ; observations on secondary 


haemorrhage; case of amputation for | 


traumatic gangrene of the foot; secon- 
dary hwmorrbage as a cause of death 


after amputation ; observations on pe- | 


riosteal disease in connection with 
severe injuries; exfoliation of bone, 
609—616. 


Lecture 17.—On the influence of different 
modes of amputating, especially by flap 
and by circular incision; on the morta- 
lity of amputations performed at differ- 
ent periods; relative mortality in refer- 
ence to site; relative mortality ia refer- 


ence to external circumstances ; relative 


liability of dap and circular amputa- 
tions in secondary bemoerrhage ; rela- 
tive liability to exfoliation; relative lia- 
bility to conicity; union by the first 
intention, and relative periods of heal- 
ing of flap and circular amputations ; 
table of amputations performed by cir- 
cular incision; table of amputations 
performed by the flap operation, 641— 
64s. 

Lecture 18.—Observations on the relative 
value of union by the first intention and 
by consecutive process; fap operation; 
immediate union attempted; constita- 
tional disturbance ; amputations witb- 
out pre-existing disease or injury of 
the limb; effects of flap and circular 
operations; effects of immediate union 
of the stump upon the progress and 
issue of the case ; deductions and con- 
clusions; observations on the first 
dressing and putting-up of stumps, and 
on the after-treatment, general and 
local, 705—711. 


Lecture 19.—Relative period of healing 
in the stumps formed by the flap opera- 
tion and by circular incision; on the 
relative frequency of phlebitis and pu- 
rulent deposits in the flap and circular 
operations ; conclusions founded on the 
comparison ; on the infleence of short- 
cut ligatures and torsion of the arteries ; 
observations on the objects to be kept 
in view in the putting-up of stumps, 
and the means best adapted to attain 
them; on the delayed dressing of 
stumps, 737—74l. 
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Lecture 20.—(Part 1,)—Object of the 
present series of lectures; manner of 
attainment of this object; necessity for 
care and discrimination in the employ- 
ment of the materials; clementa for 
judgment upon the questions invelved 
in amputation ; objects of amputation 
classed and defined; resalts of those 
forms of chronic disease upon the sys- 
tem for which amputation is adopted ; 
results of injuries ia civil life requiring 
amputation ; results of injuries ia mili- 
tary life treated without amputation ; 
modifications in results by various con- 
ditions, moral and physical ; causes or 
diseased actions which lead to amputa- 
tion, compared with the causes of 
death ; causes of variation in the rela- 
tive proportion of amputations required, 
aod of deaths occurring while cases are 
under treatment, 501—813. 


Lecture 20.—( Part I1.)—Sammary of the 
results of amputation; pure effects of 
amputation ; effects of amputation per- 
formed on a limb free from disease, and 
ou a person ia health ; effects of ampu- 
tation ia cases of chronic disease; ef- 
fects of amputation performed for the 
injuries of civil life, comparedy with the 
results of amputation for guashot inju- 
ries; mortality of amputations in civil 
hospitals ; mortality of amputations in 
military hospitals ; question of primary 
and secondary amputation in reference 
to the injuries of civil and military life, 
decided by resalts ; conclasions on the 
relative advantages of primary and se- 
condary amputation for injuries of civil 
and of military life ; influence of modi- 
fying circumstances on the results of 
amputation performed for gunshot inja- 
ries ; mortality in primary amputations; 
nature of diseased actions causing mor- 
tality ; conclusions in reference to am- 
putation performed ia intermediary aod 
secondary periods; mortality and na- 
ture of diseased actions ; comparatjve 
results in reference to leading causes of 
mortality; intermediary amputations ; 
influence of modes of operation, dress- 
ing, and after-treatment, 549—858. 


On the Anatomy, Puystovocy, and Dis- 


eases of the Ear. By Geonce Piccner, 
Esq. 


Lecture 4.—Organs of hearing in insects ; 


antennae of insects; on the ear of the 
mollusca; ear of the cuttlefish; ear of 
the lobster; of the semicircular canals ; 
gradations in the development of the 
semicircular canals; of the semicircular 
canals in fishes; ear of cyclostomous 
fishes; ear in cartilaginous fishes; the 
semicircular canals of the squalus; the 
ear of the sturgeon; otolithes from the 
ears of fishes, 145—~—149, 








Lecture 5.—The organ of hearing io fishes; | 
the apparatus of hearing in osseous 
fishes; function of hearing in cartilagi- | 
nous fishes; function of hearing in os- 
seous fishes ; dimensions of the semicir- 
cular canals in fishes; analogies of the 

cochlea ; humours of the labyrinth; ear | 

of the lophius piseatorius ; distribution 
of the auditory nerve in fishes ; connec 
tion between the nervous filaments and 
the otolites; function of the otolites ; 
chemical composition of the otvlites ; 
communication between the air-bladder | 
aud labyrioth ia fishes, 241—244. ) 
| 









Lecture 6.—Organ of bearing in amphi- 
bia; zoological characters of amphibia ; 
organ of hearing of the frog and tead ; 
semicircular canals in amphibia; acous- 
tie ossicles in amphibia; forms of Uw 
columeli« + organ of bearing in reptiles; 
analogy in the organ of hearing between 
reptiles and birds; internal ear of the 
turtle ; cochlea of reptiles ; semicirealar 
canals of reptiles; relation of the coch- 
lea to the tympanum, 353—357. 


Lecture 7.—Onu the structare of the tym- 
panum in reptiles ; the Eustachian tube 
in reptiles; development of the colu- 
mella; organ of hearing in ophidian 
reptiles; of the auditory apparatus in 
the chelonian order of reptiles; parallel 
between the structure of the ear aad of 
the eye; uses of the Eustachian tube io 
chelonian reptiles ; of the vestibule in 
the chelonian reptiles; of the ear in 
saurian reptiles; of the auricular pal- 
pebra in saurian reptiles; Eustachian 
tubes in the savrian family; first une- 
quivocal appearance of the cochlea, 
465—470. 


Lecture 8.—On the organ of hearing in| 
birds ; osseous system of birds; deve- | 
lopment of the cranial cells io birds; | 
modifications of the apparatus of bear- | 
ing in birds; development of the pinaa | 
in birds; auditory plumes in birds ; 
rudimeotary concha in nocturnal birds ; 
membrana tympani io birds; tympanic 
bones in the struthionida; communica- | 
tion between the tympana in the ow! ;} 
openings of communication between the | 
cranial cells and the tympanic cavity ; 
tympanic fenestrw in birds; Eustachian 
tubes in birds; Eustachian tubes in the 
swan ; ossicula audilis, its simple form ; 
muscles and ligaments of the tympanic 
ossicles; the labyrinth io birds; the 
vestibular cavity of birds; liniog mem 
brane of the vestibule; semicircular 
canals in the bird ; the ear of the turkey ; 
membranous labyrinth with its fluid ;} 
structure of the cochlea in birds, 769— 
775. 


Lecture 9.—Of the organ of hearing in 
ia; the exterual car, or pinna ; 
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researches of Dr. Grant ; ear of the hip- 
popotamus; peculiar forms of the ex- 
ternal ear in certain families; ear in the 
aquatic mammatia; structure of the 
pinna; ear of the whale; aoatomy of 
the tympanum; anatomy of the mem- 
brana tympani; ossicula audits in 
mammiferous animals ; Pustachian tube 
in the mammiferous series; anatomy of 
the semicircular canals ; avatomy of the 
cochlea; on the ear of bats, 814—819, 





On the Diseases of the Eve. By Joun 
Waker, Esq. Second division. 


Lecture 7.—Extract of cataract through 
a small section of the cornea; extrac- 
tion through the sclerotica; depression 
of the cataract, couching, reclination of 
cataract; soft cataract, milky and ca- 
seous; division of the cataract; kera- 
tonyxis; division and subsequent ex- 
traction of the cataract; extraction 
through a quarter section of the cornea, 


33—3s. 


Lecture 8.—Opacity of the capsule of the 
lens, capsular cataract; cataracta stel- 
lata; traumatic cataract; treatment of 
traumatic cataract; dislocation of the 
lens ; treatment of displaced lens; con- 
genital imperfections of the crystalline 


lens; spontaneous absorption of the 
crystalline lens; reproduction of the 
lens; artificial lenses; concluding re- 


marks on cataract; case proper for ex- 
traction; case proper for depression ; 
case for division, 177—182. 

Lecture 9.—Dseases of the globe of the 
eye; diagnosis of ophthalmitis; suppu- 
ration of the globe of the eye ; hydroph- 
thalmia ; treatment of bydrophthalmia ; 
simple fungus of the eyeball; fungus 
hamatodes of the eyeball; melanosis 
oculi, 321—324. 


Lecture 10.—Cancer of the eyeball; ex- 
tirpation of the eyeball; wounds and 
injuries of the eyeball; perforation of 
the eyeball; sympathetic ophthalmia ; 
case of sympathetic ophthalmia; mal- 
formations of the globe of the eye, 417 
—A22. 

Lecture 11.—Hemeralopia, or day-bliad- 
hess; pyctalopia, or night-blindsess ; 
myopia, or near-sightedness; treatment 
of myopia ; presbyopia, or far-sighted- 
ness; treatment of presbyopia, 561— 
565. 

Lecture 12.—On strabismus, or squint; 

uniformity of the action of the eyes in 

health ; forms of strabismus; causes of 
strabismus; treatment of strabismus; 
treatment by operation; results of the 
operation ; paralysis of the muscles of 
the eyeball; affections of the nerves of 
the orbit; paralysis of the sixth perve ; 











peculiar motions of the eyeball, 673— 
673. 

Lecture 13.—Diseases of the eyelids; ble- 
pharitis idiopathica, or phlegmonous 
infammation of the palpebrw; erysipe- 
latous inflammation of the lids; oph- 
thalmi tarsi, or psorophthalmia; tinea 





tarsi; lippitudo; ectropion, or eversion 
of the lid; entropion, or inversion of} 
the lid; trichiasis and districhiasis ; 
lagophthalmos, or shortesing of 
upper lid; ptosis, or drooping of the 
lid ; tumours of the lids ; hordeolam, or 
stye ; grando, chalazion, milia; encys-| 
ted tumours; diseases of the lachrymal | 
apparatus; inflammation of the lachry- 
mal sac; fistula lachrymalis; epiphora, 
S51—ss8s. 


the 


Lecturers, recognition of, 463. | 
Lee, Mr. Thomas, communication from, | 
143. 
Leeds School of Medicine, clinical lectures | 
in, 287. 
Leeches, on the application of, in disease of | 
the prostate gland, 299; ou the preserva- 
tion of, 703. 
Leg, aneurismal state of the, cared hy com- 
pression, $24; amputation of the, 867. 
Leas, dislocation of the, 180 ; absorption of | 
the, 181; reproductivn of the, 151. 
Leontodon taraxacam, 426. 


Levison, Mr., communication from, 282; 
on diseases of the teeth, 413. 

Licentiates, petitions of, 667. 

Life-assurance companies, 555. 

Life, nature and source, 909. 

Lingue® freoum, whether tension of the, 
produces stammering, 25. 

Liutott, Mr., on instraments for the extrac- 


tion of teeth, 441; communication from, 
595; on the “ mineral succedaacum,” 909. 

Linum catharticum, 425. 

Liston, Mr., clinical remarks on hernia, by, 
765, 

Lithotomy, cause of mortality in, 8338. 

Liver, on the physiology of the, 632. 

Lizars, Dr. A. J., on the cure of stammer- 
ing, 766. 

Lloyd, Mr., on hemorrhage following the 
extraction of teeth, 74. 

London, corporations, self-reform of the, 
130; graveyards of, 201; schools, medi- 
cal education at the, $39, 

Lonsdale, Dr., testimonial to, 481. 

Lophius piscatorius, ear of the, 243. 

Lord, Mr. A., communication from, 619. 

Lower jaw, on the mode of reducing dislo- 
cations of the, 270. 

Lunacy, metropolitan commission of, 449. 

Lunatic Asylum, Belfast, eleventh report of 
the, 316; officers, society of, 556; Lan- 
cashire, report of, 932; Montrose, report} 
of, 932. 

Luvatic asylums, 207, 873. 








| M‘Egan, Dr., vote from, 15, 
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Lunatics, report of, mortality of, 251, 302, 
$332; on the restraint of, 190; treatment 
of, 904. 

Lungs, anatomy of the, 237; gangrene of 
the, 634; physiology of the, 265, 267; 
protrusion of, 15. 


M 


Macartney, Dr., communication from, 911, 

Mucdonald, Dr., on insanity, 567. 

M*Dermott, Mr., communication from, 685. 

525. 

Macgregor, Dr., on the employment of ni- 
trate of silver io diarrhoea, 937. 

Mackenzie, Mr. J., on dropsy of the peri- 
cardium, 124. 


| Mae Intyre, Dr., on coroners’ inquests, 150 ; 


remarks on apoplectic affections, 183, 219. 


| Mackness, Mr. J., commanication from, 656. 


Macule anatomicw, 879. 


| Maddock, Dr., on puerperal coavalsions, 


208. 
Magisterial exposition of medical law, 671. 
Magnesia, bipbosphate of the, in urine, 173. 
Mahommedans, mortality of, in Calcutta, 

6s6. 

Mataria, 192. 

Malva sylvestris, 426. 

Mammalia, organ of hearing in, 814. 

Mammary gland, abscess of the, 157. 

Man, glanders in, 361. 

Mankind, on the origin of the different races 
of, 653, 719, 721, 796, 799. 

Mantell, Dr., biographical notice of the late 
Mr. Thomas Hodgson, by, 312; case of 
abscess of the prostate gland, 301; on en- 
larged thymus gland, 269; on the fossil 
remains of turtles ia the south-east of 
Faglaad, 729; communication from, 859 ; 
Richmond cersus, O11, 

Materia medica, examination on, at Univer- 
sity of London, 558, 633. 

Maunsell, Dr., and the Provincial Medical 
Association, 871. 

Maxwell, Mr. J., communication from, 594. 

May, Mr. G. P., case of epileptic conval- 
sions, 43. 

Mayerne, Sir Theodore, 896. 

Mayo, Dr., aud Dr, Sernay, controversy be- 
tween, 251. 

Meconic acid, on the detection of, 656. 

Medhaurst, Mr. J. H., illness and release of, 
809. 

Medical Association, Dublin, politics of the, 
O58. 

Medical, botany of Halifax, 423; cases, 
private, *egistration of, 599; charities, 
111; corporations on, 196; education, 
161, 839; law, exposition of, by magis- 
trates, 671; menand assurance offices, 287 ; 
men, importance of politics to, 273; offi- 
cers of St. Marylebone, 108; officers in 
unions, 109; practitioners, responsibility 
of, 190; Profession Bill, remarks on the 
129; profession of the navy, 552, 639, 702 
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767; reform, 205, 810, 458, 515, 736, 871; 
relief payments, 143; ReliefSociety, meet- 
ing of the, 64; remuneration uoder the 
poor-law, 373; remuneration in unions, 
581; Society of London (see Societies, 
Medica! ). 

Medicine, discussion on the preparation and 
practice of, 106; practitioners of, census 
of, 337; and trade union of, 461, 

Melanosis oculi, 324. 

Mensuration, phrenological, 621. 

Menstruation, deficient, 942. 

Mentha, 426. 

Mercurial plasters in variola, 143. 

Mercury, as a remedy for inflammation, 279; 
io eflecting ptyalism, 751, 863; in small- 
pox, 230. 

Mesmeric impositions, finale of the, 756. 

Mesmerism, fall of, in Paris, 692; experi- 
ments in, performed by Mr. Wakley, 694; 
on the deaf and dumb, unveiled, 725; ex- 
posed, 897, 

Mesenteric artery, aneurism of the, 405. 

Miasma of Africa, 439. 

Microscopes, French, 64. 

Midwifery, fatal, case of, 103. 

Mind, organ of the, 775 ; tranquillity of the, 
necessary to the cure of the brain, S20. 

Mineral succedaneum, 909. 

Mnemonics, a discourse on, 567. 

Models, anatomical, 320. 

Molluscum, clinical lecture on, by Mr. F. 
Hale Thomson, 256, 

Monaro, Dr., letter from, 527. 

Montana, arnica, as a therapeutic agent, 
362. 

Montrose Lunatic Asylum, 931. 

Moon, Mr. H., on the treatment of puerperal 
inflammation, 366, 

Moore, Mr. Thomas, on valvular diseases of 
the heart, 616, G48, 678, 742, S88. 

Moral causes producing physical suffering, 
407. 

Morton, Mr., on the mode of detecting ar- 
senic, 304. 

Morton, Mr., elected assistant-surgeon at 
Universty College Hospital, 767. 

Morrison, Mr. W., letter addressed to the 
secretary of the College of Surgeons, by, 
522. 

Mortality among convicts, 401; of Mahom- 
medans, in Calcutta, 686; in the poor law 
workhouses, 194; of lunatics, report of 
the, 251, 302, 332; tables of, 176, 352, 
106, 704, 848, 

Mortification of the hand, 687; from buro, 
687. 

Murray, Mr. A. W., communication from, 
719. 

Marray, Mr. J., on asphyxia, 49. 

Murray, Mr. R., communication from, 507 ; 
case of ileus, 624. 

Muscle, sterno-mastoid, division of the, 553. 

Muscles, spasmodic affections of the, 383, 

Mycosis, Baron Alib«rt on, 257. 





Myopia, 562; division of the recti muscles 
| in, 239. 
Myrrhis odorata, 425. 


| 





N 


Nankivell, Mr. J. H., communication from, 
sis. 

Nasmyth, Mr., review of, on the Develop- 
ment of the Teeth, 841. 

Nates, inflammation of the, 763. 

Naval assistant-surgeons, 444, 525,635, 702, 
767, 875; complaints of, 253. 

Navy, and army, state of the health of the, 
182; medical profession of the, 552, 639, 

| 702, 767,933. 

| Nerve, acoustic, in fishes, 243; sixth, paras 
lysis of the, 677; weakness of, 753. 

Nervous system, Mr. Simpson on the dis- 
eases of the, 566; effects of fright on the, 
Iso. 

Neuralgia, treatment of, 474, 671; of the 
rectum, 380, 461. 

| Niger expedition, 439. 

Nitrate of silver in diarrhoea, 937. 

| Normanby, Lord, Drainage Bill, 17. 

| North of England Medical Association, (See 

Societies, Medical.) 

North, Rev. J. H., review of, on the Appli- 
cation of the Collegiate System to the 
Medical Schools of the Metropolis, 699, 

Numerical method, 517. 

| Nuaneley, Mr. T., on the use of caoutchouc 
thread for sutures, 505. 

Nyctalopia, on, 562. 





0 





Obeervations, surgical, 117. 

| Obstetric Medicine and Surgery, review of 

| Dr. Ramsbotham’s work on, 163, 

Obstraction in the throat, 202. 

(Enanthe crocata, 425, 

(hthusa cynapium, 425. 

Officinalis, valeriana, 425, 

O’Key, Elizabeth and Jane, experiments 
performed on, by Mr, Wakley, 694. 

Operations for stammering, 15, 414; for th 
cure of squinting and stammering, 228; 
for strangulated inguioal hernia, 177; 
stone io the bladder, 118, 

O;phthalmia, sympathetic, 419; tarsi, 882, 

Ophthalmitis, 321. 

Orbit, oa the asatomy and physiology of the, 
73. 

Organ of the mind, 775. 

Origin, on the, of the different races of man- 
hind, 653, 719, 721, 796, 799. 

Oris, canerum, case of, 831. 

Osseous Oshes, organ of hearing in, 241. 

Otorrhoca, lapis diviaus ia, 510. 

Ovarian disease, case of, 368. 

Owen's, Professor, lectures, letter on, 110, 

Oxalic acid, poisoning by, case of, 187, 

Oxalis acetosella, 426. 

Oxide of silver, on the use of, 537, 
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Palm, wound of the, 689. 

Papaver rhwas, 426. 

Paracentesis, treatment of empyema, by, 
T16. 

Paralysis from injury in the cervical region, 
586; of the sixth nerve, 677; and spasm 
of the voluntary muscles, cases of, 171; 
from softening of the spinal cord, 804. 

Paris quadrefolia, 425. 

Parisian Medical Society. 
Medical.) 

Parliament, health of members of, 405 ; me- 
dical affairs in, 513. 

Parliamentary candidates and medical re- 
form, 515, 524. 

Partridge, Mr. R., cnse of aneurism of the 
subclavian artery, 603. 

Parturition, diagnosis of twins during, 785 ; 
purgatives after, 239; wounding of the 
bladder in, 508. 

Pathology of bone, 81; of death by drown- 
ing, 328; of pneumonia, 265, 267. 


(See Societies, 





Pins, effects of swallowing, 490. 

Pits, small-pox, on the modes of preventing, 
391. 

Plantago major, minor, and media, 425, 

Plasters, mercurial, in variola, 143. 

Paoeumonia, pathology of, 12, 265, 267. 

Poisoning with arsenic, cases of, 305; by 
laudanum, case of, 186, 661; by oxalic 
acid, 187. 

Poisons, on the action of, 450, 560. 

Political duties of the | profession, 481; re- 
sults of the elections, 657. 

Politics of the Dublid Medical Associa- 
tion, 658; importance of, to medical men, 
273. 

Polygala valgaris, 426. 

Polygonum bistorta, 425. 

Poor, medical relief to the, 175. 

Poor-law Amendment Act, remarks on the, 
50, 97, 193, 900; commissioners, 455 ; 
guardians and surgeons, 413; medical re- 
lief under the, 101. 

Pope, Mr. Thomas, on the ectrotic method 
of treating small-pox, 229. 


Pathological changes, necessity of noting, in Popliteal aneurism, diffused, case of, 48. 


clinical records, 652. 

Patients, hand-bill for, 555. 

Paupers, vaccination of, at Blackbarn, 237. 

Payments, medical relief, 143. 

Pelvis, congenital tomours of the, 517. 

Penis, malignant disease of the, 829; 
goid ulcers of the, 559, 655. 

Percy, Dr. J., on the detection of meconic 
acid, 656. 

Pericardium, dropsy of the, observations 
on, 124. 

Pereira, Dr., on the blood-discs, 62. 

Periodicals, 384. 

Peritonitis, fatal case of, 606, 915. 

Pes equinus, acquired, 507. 

Pessaries, on the use of the common, S61. 

Petition from the apothecaries against Mr. 
Hawes’ Bill, 105: against errors in the 
Vaccination Act, 318; of licentiates, 667 ; 
of physicians practising in London, 663; 
proposed at the conference for medical 
reform, 168, 

Phallas impudicus, on the, 798. 

Phrenological, Association. (See Societies, 
Medical.) 

Phthisis, tubercular, treatment of, 22 

Physical suffering from moral causes, 407. 

Physicians, College of, reform in, 233; dis- 
tinguished, 109; and general practitioners 
not allowed to meet in consultation, 286; 
petition of, 668; reports of the, at Beth- 
lem Hospital, 761. 

Physiology, examination on, at University 
of London, 557, 632; of the liver, on the, 
682 ; of the lungs, 265, 267. 

Pictonum, colica, case of, 345; pathology 
of, 367. 

Pilcher, Mr., lectures on the anatomy, phy- 
siology, and diseases of the ear, (See 
Lectures.) 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Porpoise, organ of hearing in the, 818. 

Potassa fusa in strictare, 926. 

Potentilla reptans, 426. 

Potter, Mr. J. P., the results of amputation 
at University College Hospital, by, 345. 


fun-| Powell, Mr., on the treatment of the insane, 


158. 

Practitioners of medicine, census of, 337; 
meeting of the, of St. Marylebone, 487, 
516; and physicians not allowed to meet 
in consultation, 286; responsibility of, 
190, 

Practising druggists, 383. 

Pregnancy, on the diagnosis of, with three 
children, 862; tubal, case of, 636, 

Prescribe, legal right to, 942. 

Presbyopia, on, 565. 

Price, Mr. P. G., communication from, 
533. 


| Profession, political duties of the, 481; 





present state of the, 107; remarks on the 
state of the, 271. 

Prostate gland, on the treatment of disease 
of the, 299. 
Prout, Dr., review of, on the Treatment of 
the Stomach and Urinary Diseases, 277. 
Prowse, Mr. J., on thymic asthma, 299; 
surgical cases, 895. 

Pranus spinosa, 426. 

Pruritus ani, treatment of, 46; from asca- 
rides, 32. 

Ptosis relieved without operation, 656. 

*tyalism, mercury in effecting, 751, 863. 

Poerperal convulsions, 14, 208, 238, 478; 
inflammation, 189, 366, 

Palse, slowness of, 336. 

Punctata, acne, treatment of, 685. 

Punctem lachrymale, inflammation of, 911, 

Purgatives, mischief of, soon after delivery, 
239. 

Pustule, small-pox, structure of the, 391. 
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Pyrethram, 426. 
Pyrola media, 425. 
Pyrosis idiopathica, 486. 


Q 
Quain, Mr., case of strangulated femoral 
hernia, 25. 


Quackery, case of, 464, 
Quercus rober, 426, 


Radius, fracture of the, 393; partial frac- 
ture of the, 859, 924. 
C., communication from, | 


Radley, Mr. W. 
798. 

Ramsbotham, Dr., on Obstetric Medicine 
and Sargery, review of, 163. 

Ranunculus, 426, 

Raphanus rapbanistrum, 426. 

Read, Mr. J., on the means of resuscitation 
in asphyxia, 317. 

Recti muscles, division of the, in myopia, 
239. 





Rectum, neuralgia of the, 380, 461; sever 
wound of the, 866. 

Rees, Mr. G. A., cases of laryngismus stri-| 
dulas, 295; communication from, 684; 
on deformity of the chest in infants, 44. 

Reform in the College of Physicians, 233 ; 
of the London corporations, 130 ; medi- 
eal, 17, 458, 736, S71. 

Relief, medical, payments, 143; to the 
poor, 175; uoder the new poor-law, 101. 

Remuneration, medical, in unions, 551. 

Report from the York Provincial Medical 
Association, 832; on the mortality of 
lunatics, 251, 302, 332. 

Reptiles, organ of hearing in, 355, 465. 

Resistance, sense of, 575. 

Responsibility of medical practitioners, | 
190. 

Resuscitation in asphyxia, 317, 607. 

Retention of urine, case of, 794. 

Retina, amaurosis from atony of the, 357 ; 
from pressure on the, 154. 

Retinal hyperemia, amaurosis from, 153. 

Retinitis, $, 38, 49. 





Reviews ann ANALYses OF Works :— 


Memoir on the Radical Cure of Stam- 
mering by a Surgical Operation, by J. 
F. Dieffenbach, translated by Joseph 
Travers, 20; A Veterinary Toxicologi- 
cal Chart, containing those Agents 
which are kaown to cause Death in the 
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Strangulatioa, internal, Dr, Todd on, 543. | gzy 
Stricture of the Urethra, Mr. Wade oa, re- | Tinnitus auriam, Mr, J. H. Cartis on, 825. 
view of, 926. 
, ssves, animal, on the non-vascularity of 
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White, Mr. A., elected vice-president of the | Wound of the hand, 865, 

College of Surgeons, 608. iW right, Mr. J., communication from, 719. 
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